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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With theVECELLI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £799 

Inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



IL 




Price includes: 


66 “ 






♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override : . 

♦ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

4 White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦ Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 




CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Sailing into the future 
with an eye on the past 


ONCE upon a time, as a certain 
rabble rousing alternative national 
anthem proclaims, Britain really did 
rule the waves. 

Our proud nation was the global 
power, our military might second to 
none, and it seemed little could 
change that. 

For many, that position of control 
and clout lingers on in the British 
psyche like some sort of animal 
instinct. 

The reality today, of course, is that 
while we are still a significant power 
on the world stage we should 
not kid ourselves to think we 
still command the oceans. 

That was hammered home 
this week when I was 
fortunate enough to be given 
a guided tour of a major new 
exhibition at the Historic 
Dockyard Chatham. It focuses 
on that period when our 
warships roamed 
the seas and our 
sense of owner- 
shio of lands and 



people was overwhelming. 

It is a fascinating venue and I’d 
strongly recommend a visit me 
hearties (couldn’t resist). But it’s also 
something of a wake up call. Because 
in a period when Britain’s position in 
the world is at the heart of almost 
every debate over the EU referendum, 
we do need to acknowledge that time 
has moved on. Evolution of nations 
and peoples mean the balance of 
power has shifted beyond recogni¬ 
tion. And it won’t return. 

Britain’s past is remarkable and 
one we should all be aware of. But 
our pride in Britain today 
should not be measured 
against it. We cannot aspire 
to the same power again. Nor 
should we. But we should 
always act, as one, to aspire to 
be the best. And whether that 
is as part of a union or not, the 
reality of our future 
should not be based 
on rose-tinted 
I views of our 
oast. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Editors’ Code of Practice. 
If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris Britcher (chris. 
britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards Organisation, Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, orviacomplaints@ipso.co.uk. More 
information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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PRE-REG VAUXHALL OFFERS! 


UP TO 


5YEARS 




REPRESENTATIVE 


SAVE UP 




£7425 


LIMITED STOCKS AVAILABLE - EXCLUSIVE TO WJ KING VAUXHALL 


16-Reg VIVA SE 1.0 5dr 


16-Reg Consa Sting 1.4 3dr 


16-Reg Consa Capital Sting 1.4 5drA/C 


• Multi airbags 

• Electric front windows 


• Remote central locking 



From £6995 
SAVE £1945 
METALLIC & AIR CON MODELS AVAILABLE 


• Remote central locking 

• 16-inch alloy wheels 

• Hill start assist 


• Six airbags 

• 16-inch alloy wheels 


From £7995 
SAVE £1500 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE" 


From £9,495 
SAVE £3,000 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE* 


16-Reg Meriva Life 1416v 5dr 



• Air conditioning 

• Bluetooth 

• Electric front windows 

• 16-inch alloy wheels 


From £9,995 
SAVE £3,435 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE" 


16-Reg Astra Capital Design 1.4i 16v 5dr 


• Air conditioning 

• Trip computer 

• 16-inch structure wheels 

• Electric windows 

From £11,995 
SAVE £3,670 



EUROPEAN CAR OFTHE YEAR 2016 


16-Reg Astra Design Sports Tourer 1.6i 16v 

AUTOMATIC 

• Air conditioning 

• 16-inch alloy wheels 

• Electric front windows 

• Cruise control 



From £11,495 
SAVE £7,425 
UPGRADE TO ELITE AUTO MODEL FOR £1000 


MORE MODELS AVAILABLE - CALL FOR DETAILS 


Typical 0% APR finance example for Vauxhall Viva SE 1.0 5dr as advertised. 


Terms of 

59 monthly 

On the road 

Customer 

Total 

Amount 

One final 

Interest 

Total amount 

agreement 

payments 

cash price 

deposit 

deposit 

financed 

payment 

charges 

payable 

60 months 

£83.33 

£6,995.00 

£1,995.00 

£1,995.00 

£5,000.00 

£83.33 

NIL 

£6,995.00 


TYPICAL 

0% APR 


Representative* 


WJ King 

Welling 

08448 263271 

Swan ley 

08448 263292 

Gravesend 

08448 263289 ( 

www.wjking.co.uk/vauxhaU 

Bexleyheath 

08448 263291 

Woolwich 

08448 263276 

Bromley 

08448 263282 

*Service 

Farningham 

08448 263296 

Dartford 

08448 263299 

Rochester 

08448 263287 * VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): 
Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C02 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

tFinance based on Barclays Partner Finance hire purchase agreements) for the models shown, maximum £5,000 available on 0%APR finance. All offers are subject to availability and may not apply to all retailer stocks. Finance provided by Barclays Partner Finance, PO Box 2501, Cardiff, CF23 OFP. Finance applicants must 
be 18 or over Finance subject to status and terms and conditions. We can arrange finance and hiring facilities fbryou. We do not work exclusively with Barclays Partner Finance. Alternative 7.9% APR finance available with lower deposit amount **Savings based on 2016 Vauxhall Price List - cost when new. Offers apply to 
selected pre-registered vehicles purchased between 18th May 2016 and 10thJuly2016, delivered between 11th July 2016 and 18th July 2016. + Astra Capital Design does notinclude steering wheel mounted audio controls or cruise control. ''Metallic paint and aircon models available at extra cost Please note, models portrayed are 
for illustration purposes only and may not represent actual model. WJ King reserves the right to withdraw any offer at any time. A£99inc VATAdmin Fee (security checks and fuel) will be added to allvehicle purchases, this includes £20 worth of fuel. Telephone calls maybe recorded fortraining purposes. #0fficial EU-regulated 
test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. All prices and offers correct at time of going to press. E&OE. 
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College to shed jobs as it 
links up with rising rival 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


STAFF at Canterbury College face 
an uncertain future with the axe 
set to fall after it agreed to a 
significant strengthening of ties 
with East Kent College (EKC). 

A single senior management 
team will oversee both institutions 
going forward, with EKC’s existing 
principal Graham Razey taking 
over as acting head of both. 

By merging a number of key 
services, from the senior executive 
team to corporate services, it is 
hoped to save around £lm, 

It appears for now, at least, it is 
stopping short of a full merger, and 
both brands will continue. 

In a joint statement issued by 
both colleges this morning, it said: 
“Canterbury College is looking 
ahead to the severe government 
funding cuts next year, and is 
announcing further budget 
reductions beyond these savings at 
senior management level. 

“Courses which could be better 
offered by EKC will be transferred 
- and vice versa. Some depart¬ 
ments will be merged and savings 
made across a range of support 



HEAD : East Kent College principal Graham Razey will now act as leader for Canterbury College too 


activities. The outline proposals 
will be announced to staff today for 
consultation. Although there will 
be job losses, the college [Canter¬ 
bury] will be looking to minimise 
the number of staff who will be 
affected. It is seeking to have the 
new arrangements in place by the 
end of the summer term.” 

Chairman of Canterbury College 
governors Colin Carmichael added: 
“The governors have worked with 
college management to review all 


aspects of the college’s finances and 
operations. We are having to take 
difficult decisions, but further 
education is not immune from 
government cuts to public expendi¬ 
ture, and we have to take action 
now to ensure that the college 
continues to thrive - especially in 
our new partnership with EKC.” 

Canterbury College has strug¬ 
gled financially in recent years and 
there were concerns ahead of the 
forthcoming area review of all 


colleges in Kent this autumn. 

That is likely to rap out a 
warning that colleges should 
consider more joint working to 
reduce costs while still delivering 
the necessary courses. 

EKC’s clout has grown consider¬ 
ably in recent years. After growing 
its Thanet base, it recently took 
over the Folkestone and Dover 
campuses of the former K College. 

Alison Clarke, principal of 
Canterbury College retires in July. 


Prison terms for duo who 
stole Transits around county 


Bank holiday warning 
as work disrupts trains 
and protests hit France 


TRAIN users are being warned to 
expect disruption to services over the 
long bank holiday weekend as major 
engineering work diverts a host of 
services into and around London. 

It is due to Network Rail - which 
manages rail infrastructure - contin¬ 
ues its on-going railway upgrade 
plan for the south east. 

And that will mean from Saturday 
to Monday a number of significant 
changes to the timetable. 

There will be no Southeastern 
services at Charing Cross, Waterloo 
East or Cannon Street, services will 
be diverted to Victoria, Blackfriars, 
or New Cross. 

Nor will there be any Southeastern 
services at London Bridge except for 
Hastings line trains which, after 
Tonbridge, will run via Redhill and 
East Croydon. 

Additionally, there will be no 
Southeastern services at Deptford, 
Greenwich, Maze Hill and West- 
combe Park. Buses will run between 
New Cross and Charlton calling at all 


these stations. 

That’s all in addition to buses 
continuing to replace trains between 
Folkestone Central and Dover Priory 
while Network Rail builds a new 
viaduct. 

On Sunday, there be no Southeast¬ 
ern services between Plumstead, 
Abbey Wood, Belvedere, Erith, Slade 
Green and Dartford. Replacement 
buses will run instead. 

Nor will there be Southeastern 
services between Canterbury East, 
Bekesbourne, Adisham, Aylesham, 
Snowdown, Shepherds Well, 
Kearsney and Dover Priory. Replace¬ 
ment buses will run instead. 

On Monday, a Saturday-based 
service will run on all Southeastern 
routes. Passengers are advised to 
check Southeastern’s website before 
setting out. 

Meanwhile, the ports are expect¬ 
ing one of the busiest weekends of the 
year - despite fuel protests in France 
meaning many motorists have been 
left struggling to fill their tanks. 


TWO thieves who stole Transit 
vans across Maidstone and 
Medway over a period of 10 
months have been jailed. 

James Steel, 31, from Godmer- 
sham, and Wayne Byrne, 34, from 
Dagenham, were responsible for 
stealing vehicles and tools worth 
more than £100,000 between 
March 1 and November 14,2014. 

The pair stole vans, before 


A 37-year-old from Leysdown who 
viciously attacked his neighbour 
with a baseball bat has been jailed 
for 10 years. 

The 50-year-old victim suffered 
extensive facial injuries including a 
broken jaw in the incident, as well 
as fractured ribs and severe 
bruising to his back and legs. 

Ricky King, 37, formerly of 
Sheppey Beach Villas, was 


driving them to secluded locations 
and removing any tracking 
devices they could find. 

Steel pleaded guilty to 11 counts 
of theft and one count of attempted 
theft and was sentenced to three 
years and eight months in jail. 

Byrne pleaded guilty to five 
counts of theft and one count of 
attempted theft and received one 
year and eight months behind bars. 


arrested and charged following the 
assault on January 24 and later 
pleaded guilty to causing grievous 
bodily harm. 

He also admitted assaulting a 
woman immediately following the 
incident and was sentenced for 
both offences at Maidstone Crown 
Court on Thursday. 

King will also serve an extended 
licence period of four years. 


Baseball bat thug sentenced 
to 10 years for vicious attack 
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Trickster claims pet-eating 5ft python on loose 


A WOMAN has apologised for causing “mass hysteria” 
by falsely claiming her cat-eating snake had escaped 
from her home. 

Charlie Franks posted an alert on a closed Facebook 
group for members of her local community. 

She wrote that her male pet could eat “small cats” 
and was on the loose in Sittingbourne. 


It was claimed the 5ft python had slipped out of a 
home on the Eden Village estate. Word quickly spread 
and the story became headline news. 

But just a few hours later, Ms Franks realised things 
were getting out of hand and wrote on the Facebook 
group:' At first it was a joke but didn’t realise that it would 
escalate to this extent - sorry for scaring everyone.” 


Students pulled out of 
exams as five schools hit 
by explosive hoax calls 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A NUMBER of Kent schools this 
week fell victim to a series of nation¬ 
wide bomb scares. 

Anonymous phone calls were 
made to five schools throughout the 
county, leading to severe disruption, 
with some students even being tak¬ 
en out of their GCSE exams. 

On Friday, police were called to 
three separate incidents after staff 
had taken the decision to evacuate 
the buildings. 

Officers were called to Dame Janet 
Primary Academy School in Ram¬ 
sgate after an incident was reported 
at 10.01am, where pupils and staff 
initially gathered on the school field 
following an evacuation of the build¬ 
ing by the school before being sent 
home. 

Officers were also on the scene at 
Bower Grove School in Fant Lane, 
Maidstone, after they received a tel¬ 
ephone call at 10.15am, where they 
completed a search before pupils 



THREATS: Five schools affected 

were also sent home having been 
moved to Westborough Primary 
School as a precaution. 

Similar scenes were experienced 
at Welling School, where a spokes¬ 
person said: “The call has now been 


identified as a hoax and is under 
thorough investigation by the 
police. 

“Students who were involved in 
public examinations and were inter¬ 
rupted will not be disadvantaged by 
the exam board.” 

In addition, two schools in Folke¬ 
stone - Stella Maris Primary School 
and Sandgate Primary School - both 
received calls on Friday that sug¬ 
gested that a man was in the area 
with a firearm. 

Officers attended both schools and 
following an assessment they both 
remained open. 

Police say all of today’s calls are 
being reviewed in connection with 
calls that have been received by es¬ 
tablishments nationally. 

Earlier in the week, students at the 
Canterbury Academy had to be 
pulled out of exams, but similarly, 
bosses at the school confirmed it 
would be making special considera¬ 
tion claims to exam boards 

Barming Primary School was also 
evacuated at a similar time on Mon¬ 
day afternoon. 



SAFE: Cat was eventually released 

Cat in a right 
pickle after 
jammed in jar 

A CURIOUS cat was caught out this 
week after it was trapped inside a pickle 
jar left on the street in Kemsley, 
Sittingbourne. 

Staff at DS Smith Paper Limited 
spotted the cat and called in the RSPCA. 

And as our photograph reveals it was 
in aright jam. 

Animal collection officer Emma 
Byrne said: “I spotted the frightened and 
confused cat under a portable cabin but 
couldn’t reach him so set up a trap. 

“We went back to check on him that 
night but he’d still not ventured out 
from his hiding place and stayed hidden 
for the next few days. 

“But, when we returned again on 
Thursday he was sat in the middle of the 
yard and we managed to catch him with 
a net. 

“I freed him from the jar and we gave 
him a check over but, luckily, he wasn’t 
injured and was in a good condition.” 

ACO Byrne added: “Leaving litter 
lying around can be very dangerous for 
wildlife and for our pets. 

“This puss had a lucky escape but 
discarded jars, tin cans, elastic bands or 
carrier bags can be a real death trap for 
animals and birds. 

“Litter can be lethal.” 

If you see an animal in distress, call 
the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999. 


Register this week to 
secure Kent Test spot 

REGISTRATION for September’s Kent Test opens 
on Wednesday. 

The exam, sat by Year 6 pupils, will determine 
whether they are suitable for consideration for a 
grammar school place. The test this year will take 
place on September 8 and all applications to sit it 
must be made by Friday, July 1. 

Roger Gough, Kent County Council cabinet 
member for education said: “Any parent consid¬ 
ering a grammar school for their child needs to 
register for them to take the test. 

“We are particularly keen to encourage pupils 
eligible for free school meals to register and sit 
the test as more grammar schools move to 
include priority for these learners in their 
admissions arrangements. 

“The best way to register is online, 95 per cent 
of all test registrations are made this way; it 
speeds up the process and allows results to be 
sent by email.” 

To register online, visit www.kent.gov.uk/ola. 


Development plans 
take stride forward 

TONBRIDGE and Mailing’s local plan - the guide to 
development in the borough over the next 25 years 
- has taken a step forward after the publication of the 
interim sites assessment. 

Released on Friday, it reviews all sites submitted for 
possible development. 

Howard Rogers, cabinet member for strategic 
planning and infrastructure, explained: “The interim 
sites assessment is not any indication or guarantee 
that sites will be included in the local plan. 

‘ ‘Sites having potential at this stage will be subject 
to public consultation and will be considered in more 
detail later in the process when planning merit can be 
applied.” 

The council says it has received more than 250 
submissions and each has been assessed individually. 

Cllr Rogers added; 1 ‘In September this year a 
major public consultation exercise will take place, 
which will look at how we meet future needs and help 
us to identify sites that are likely to come forward in 
the local plan, along with those that will not.’ ’ 


Huge response to 
third crossing plans 

THE consultation on a proposed Thames crossing 
east of Gravesend was the largest ever for a UK road 
project, it was revealed this week. 

More than 47,000 people responded to the proposals 
designed to ease congestion at the Dartford Crossing. 

The bulk of the responses came online, with nearly 
30,000 people responding. 

Local government and industry groups also chipped 
in, with more than 500 responses between them. 

In the consultation, Highways England announced 
its preferred route would see a new road built from 
the M2 heading north through the Gravesham 
countryside, where a bored tunnel would then cross 
the Thames and come out at Tilbury. 

If built, it would be the first new road crossing for 
the Thames east of London for 25 years. 

Highways England consultation manager Martin 
Potts claimed the public had ‘ ‘exceeded expecta¬ 
tions’ ’ with the wealth of responses. 

If publicly funded, the road could be ready by 
2025. A decision is due later this year. 
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Manston Airport CPO hopes 
crash but plans remain alive 



HOPES: Campaigners for the airport still maintain it will have a future in aviation 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


THE hunt for an indemnity partner to 
launch a compulsory purchase order (CPO) 
for Manston Airport has been abandoned by 
Thanet District Council. 

At the end of last year, the council carried 
out a soft marketing exercise in an attempt to 
try and find a partner for a CPO of the airport 
- a power given to local authorities to force 
the purchase of certain areas if it can be justi¬ 
fied to be in the greater public interest. 

It came after talks with US investment 
firm RiverOak failed to deliver a deal. 

A Prior Information Notice (PIN) calling 
for expressions of interest was published on 
January 15, before five expressions of inter¬ 
est were made before the council’s deadline 
of February 9. 

The process then twittled that down to 
three but all were then ruled unsuitable by a 
council panel comprising of the authority’s 
chief executive, strategic procurement man¬ 
ager and director of corporate governance, 
who said: “Based on the assessment one can 
draw the conclusions that in terms of the key 
lines of enquiry, the market cannot deliver 
on the council’s requirements; there is no es¬ 
tablished market which is able to deliver, or 
an adequate number of operators; the mar¬ 


ket has no capacity to deliver the require¬ 
ments and there is no cost or other benefits in 
taking this matter further.” 

Manston has been sold since it shut as an 
airport in 2014 to the team behind the Dis¬ 
covery Park in Sandwich who have outlined 
ambitious proposals to turn it into a major 
development site featuring residential, lei¬ 
sure and commercial development. 

The council did receive interest from other 
parties, one of which is approaching the cur¬ 
rent owners to invest some £150m, subject 


to a feasibility study showing that invest¬ 
ment in the airport makes economic sense. 

Dr Beau Webber, of the Save Manston 
Association (SMA), said: “This announce¬ 
ment is no surprise - no one who talked to 
their lawyers would try a to fund a CPO 
against a Development Consent Order 
(DCO) process in-progress with the Nation¬ 
al Planning Inspectorate.” 

Ukip lost its council majority after failing 
to deliver its pre-election promise to re¬ 
open the site as a functioning airport. 


Ghostly addition to 
Dreamland line-up 

MARGATE’S Dreamland unveils another new ride 
this weekend - the Phantom Express. 

The ghost train is a permanent addition to the 
park, which is gearing up for what it hopes will be 
a bumper season. 

This weekend sees the launch of a special 
exhibition celebrating classic Only Fools and 
Horses episode the Jolly Boys’ Outing. 

■ Turn to pages 22-23 for full details. 


Charity bike ride for 
the Pilgrims Hospice 

DIVAS on Wheels, a charity bike raising funds for 
Pilgrims’ Hospice, returns next month. 

Organisers hope more than 400 women will 
turn up to take part in the event which stretches to 
either 25 or 50 miles and starts in Faversham. 

The event takes place on June 12. 

To register, go to www.pilgrimshospices.org. 


Blunkett warning 

FORMER home secretary David Blunkett says it 
would be “a calamity” if the UK’s borders moved 
from Calais back to Kent as a result of a vote for 
Brexit in next month’s EU referendum. 

Lord Blunkett told supporters at a Labour In for 
Britain meeting in central London this week that 
“together we have power, individually we have 
little”. 



www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk Sandling Road, Maidstone ME14 2RF 


01622 753073 Cl 3^68 


Create a 
stylish room 
for only £56 
per month 

Cosenza 

Collection 

Large Sofa, Armchair and Stool 
in T3 Range 

TOTAL PRICE RRP £3190 

NOW ONLY £2717 

Deposit £701 
JUST £56pm x 36 months 
all Interest Free 
Total payable £2717 


UPHOLSTERY DINING BEDS BEDROOM ACCESSORIES furnishing yOUT home 


*Minimum order values apply, only on new orders from 4th May 2016. Up to 12 months £1000, up to 24 months £1500 and up to 36 months interest free credit when you spend over £2000. 

Not available on Clearance or Garden Furniture items. Subject to status, quotation available on request. Credit provided by an external finance company determined by Clarkes. Subject to acceptance. 
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‘Brexit means more focus on 
local projects/ says minister 



A GOVERNMENT minister says it is 
“essential” for Kent to vote to leave 
the European Union when the 
electorate takes to the polls on June 
23. 

Speaking ahead of a Vote Leave 
rally in Maidstone yesterday 
(Saturday), alongside follow Tories 
Iain Duncan Smith and Canterbury 
MP Julian Brazier, employment 
minister Priti Patel told us why 
people across the county and 
beyond should vote in favour of a 
Brexit. 

“We are being dictated to by 
those in Brussels and it’s time for us 
to take back control,” she said. 

“It is essential for areas like Kent 
to have control of its borders so we 
can have an immigration policy 
that is suitable. 

“The other factor at the heart of 


this debate is the economy and we 
are better off leaving so we can 
trade with the rest of the world. 

“The EU costs us £350m a week. 

“We have been spoken to by 
remain campaigners as if we are 


lowly people, but Kent benefits from 
voting to leave because the money 
saved means more focus can be put 
on UK priorities and the local 
projects that really matter to 
people.” 


Parents reunited with son 
after his disappearance 


THE parents of a Sittingbourne 
roofer who vanished for six 
years have been reunited with 
their son. 

Matthew Green, 32, disap¬ 
peared from his home in May 
2010 after saying he was going 
to visit friends in London for the 
weekend and never returned. 

His parents, Pauline and Jim, 
were then told earlier this 
month that he was found alive 
and was refusing help and 
medicine at a psychiatric ward 
in Spain. 

Human rights and data 
protection laws initially 
prevented them from making 
contact and they admitted that 
he may not want to come home. 

However, with the help of 
ITV’s This Morning, the couple 
were able to fly out to the 
psychiatric ward. 


Mrs Green said: “He was 
walking towards us and I knew 
straight away it was Matt. I 
knew after six years that his 
appearance would change but I 
wasn’t expecting that. 

“We have had no contact 
whatsoever... and now we’ve 
got him.” 

She added that her son 
rejected her approach for a hug, 
claiming he didn’t want to be 
touched. 

“Hearing our voices was 
possibly the first English people 
that he has spoken to for a very 
long time,” Mr Green said. 

The parents had taken a bag 
of clothes and belongings for 
their son, which they said were 
gratefully received. 

“He was rummaging through 
the bag like it was Christmas 
day,” Mrs Green said. 


Have a go in a canoe 

NATIONAL Go Canoeing Week runs until 
June 5 - with the chance of taster sessions 
being held around the county. 

Among them Canoe Wild on the Stour at 
Grove Ferry, near Canterbury which will be 
giving people the chance to take to the 
waterways on canoes or paddleboards. 


Widdy makes a return 

FORMER Maidstone MP and government 
minister Ann Widdecombe is returning to 
the county on June 11 to entertain an 
audience at the Hop Farm in Paddock Wood. 

The event will be a fundraiser for the Heart 
of Kent Hospice and will feature anecdotes 
and opinions from her life in the spotlight. 


Mayor's £26k farewell 

HOSPICE charity ellenor has collected a 
cheque for £26,000 from the outgoing 
Tunbridge Wells mayor David Elliott. 

It was the chosen charity during his 
one-year term in office and benefited from 
a host of fundraising events. 

The charity offers care to the terminally ill. 


Museum's lottery win 

WIDE Eyed Theatre has received £31,800 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund for a museum 
exhibition featuring east Kent’s Smuggling 
stories, which is to be held at The Seaside 
Museum, Heme Bay Seaside museum. 

The museum has an open day on Friday 
for the public to share smuggling tales. 
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THE BOWIE GRAEME OF THRONES 

EXPERIENCE sat 4 June 


WED 1 JUNE 


BOOK ONLINE ORCMAKDTMEATRE CO UK 
TICKET OFFICE 01)2? 220000 


DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 


THE GOOO OLD DAYS 

WITH ANITA HARRIS 
THU 23 JUNE 


BOBBY DAVRO 

SUN 12 JUNE 


JACKIE THE MUSICAL 

TUE 14 SAT IB JUNE 


ACCIDENT CLAIM? 


We can help with 
your claim for: 



• Head/brain injuries (We are 
included in the Headway 
Solicitors Directory 2016) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 

Call Girlings’ Personal 
Injury Claims on 

0845 2221 999 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 



MEMBER OF 



Ihc Law Society 

bn 



www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 
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Top Three Stories 


Top Three Blogs 



1. Shepway march plans 

Campaigners opposed to garden town 


2. £130m Stack contract 

...but no location set for the lorry park 

3. Waste firm fined £25k 

Staff illegally dumped and burnt wood 


The Essential Guide: 



.Operation Stack 


Everything you need to know about the 
controversial queuing of lorries on the M20 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: A £30m coastal defence scheme protecting thousands of 
homes and businesses. See pages 19-21 for the full story. 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www. kentne ws. co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 




1. Time to step back? 

Tales of gambling ups and downs 


2. Lorry lane needed 

Why HGVs drive us round the bend 

3. Straight outta uni 

A young man’s first step in the adult world 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Should the NHS begin 
charging patients? 

] Yes, immediately - 9% 

No, never - 73% 



follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 



Perhaps in the future - 9% 
|0| I’ m n °t sure " 9% 



i 'ill ii i 

BRITELITE'S AMAZING SPRING OFFERS 

BUYNOW 

PAY IN JUNE 2017 

with the Britelite Home Improvement Plan 

[ i II 



I ★★★★★ 

Cheofcatrade corr 


We are very proud of our 9.55 out of 
10 rating on checkatrade.com for our 
outstanding product, value and service. 
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Hardening EWorld 

garden centre 


IMITED 

Open 7 days a week 
Mon - Sat 9-5 
Sun 10-4 


www.gardeningworldlimited.co.uk 

Come and find us: Just off the A2 (Rainham side) Newington, Nr Sittingbourne ME9 7SZ 


% # 



We are a large centre 
stocking a huge 
range of 
excellent quality 
garden plants: 
Bedding Plants , 
Roses, Perennials, 
Herbs, Specimen 
Trees and Shrubs , 
Grasses , Palms , 
Young Trees and 
Shrubs, Bamboos , 
Climbing Plants, 
Hanging Baskets 


4 - 




Senior Citizens can claim 10% off 
their plants MONDAY to FRIDAY (but not weekends) 

TRADE DISCOUNTS ALSO AVAILADLE 
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Daisy Chain Tearoom 


Open 

1J 

10am to 4pm DAILY 
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ANGRY: Canterbury council leader Simon Cook, top, and KCC leader Paul Carter were left fuming over the sale 


cerns the tender has been won by the 
Redbridge and we have written to the 
chief executive asking for assurance 
that the families will not place addi¬ 
tional burdens on public agencies, 
health, schools and social care as a 
result,” he said. 

“This could be the start of a signifi¬ 
cant flow of London boroughs, in 
their duty to provide homes for vul¬ 
nerable families, placing families out¬ 
side of London into the coastal areas 
of Kent and peripheral regions in the 
south east.” 

Vince Maple, leader of the Medway 
Labour group, felt the move was de¬ 
monstrative of a wider housing issue, 
which is affecting families across the 
county. 

“We have a housing crisis in this 
country which means we are seeing 
people forced out of areas which are 
lacking decent levels of affordable 
housing,” he said. 

“Councils are becoming increas¬ 
ingly desperate and are grabbing 
any private sector housing available 
to meet their statutory requirements. 

“For three decades we have seen a 
lack of house building. 

“We should be proud that people 
want to live here but it does mean 
families are being forced out because 
they can’t afford these astronomical 
prices. 

“There’s 2,500 people waiting in 
Canterbury and 20,000 here in Med¬ 
way, and part of the problem we have 
is the unregulated nature of private 
sector housing. 

“Across Kent we see people having 
to put up with sub-standard housing 
and they are fearful because they the 
don’t want to complain and risk be¬ 
ing evicted.” 

”I’m disappointed to hear these de¬ 
velopments,” added Canterbury MP 
Julian Brazier. 

“But unfortunately, Annington 
Homes [the private housing firm that 

North & West 


owns the accommodation] is free to 
sell to whomever they want. 

“Canterbury could have done with 
this housing far more than Redbridge 
so it’s disappointing, but I hope we 
will be able to integrate those that do 
arrive.” 

The Catching Lives charity, which 
seeks to support the homeless, how¬ 
ever, felt the homes on offer wouldn’t 
be appropriate for many people in its 
care. 

“The vast majority of our clients 
are single people, and if they are on 
the council list would only be entitled 
to bedsits or one bed flats,” said chief 
executive, Terry Gore. 

“All of the housing stock on the 
barracks are two and three bed hous¬ 
es which wouldn’t be suitable or 
available to them. 

“It is a shame that they won’t be 
available to the many local families 
who are on Canterbury’s housing 
register but this situation is more evi¬ 
dence of how dysfunctional our hous¬ 
ing system is. 

“The fate of this housing was de¬ 
cided by an effective bidding war be¬ 
tween local authorities, rather than 
part of a considered, thought through 
plan of action to help with what is a 
national problem.” 

Simon Cook, leader of Canterbury 
City Council, expressed his disap¬ 
pointment when the move was an¬ 
nounced earlier this week but said 
there was little his authority could 
have done to prevent it from 
happening. 

“We did our utmost to try and get 
these properties for people on our 
waiting list because it would have 
made a difference to so many local 
families,” he said. 

“The law does allow councils to 
place people in districts outside of 
their own, but of course this severely 
restricts the ability of the councils in 
those other areas to provide adequate 


and affordable housing for their own 
local people. 

“We have explored the effective le¬ 
gal avenues open to us to prevent this 
from happening, but sadly there are 
none at present. 

“The law allows councils to place 
people in districts outside of their 
own, provided they follow correct 
procedures. 

“We will monitor this to ensure 
Redbridge follow due process and will 
take action if they fail to do so. 

“The idea that a London borough 
can solve some of its housing prob¬ 
lems by moving people miles away 
from friends and family in this way is 
very regrettable and we will be push¬ 
ing the Local Government Associa¬ 
tion and other professional bodies to 
lobby for a change in legislation.” 

A spokesperson for Redbridge 
council blamed a “chronic shortage 
of affordable housing” for the move 
and insisted the pressure in the hous¬ 
ing market made it difficult to secure 
enough local supply. 

“The cost of renting and buying 
properties is pushing people to outer 
London boroughs including Red¬ 
bridge and beyond,” she said. 

“This is not only a result of the es¬ 
calating costs of rents in London, but 
also due to the loss of housing benefit 
subsidy, benefit cap and housing wel¬ 
fare reform. 

“We currently have 21 households 
in Kent. We are continually seeking 
accommodation which is suitable for 
families and Canterbury is one of the 
options available to those families 
currently living in B&Bs. 

“In common with other London 
boroughs we urgently need to ad¬ 
dress the affordable housing crisis 
and we are looking into various op¬ 
tions to do this. 

“This is one of Redbridge’s top pri¬ 
orities and a key policy objective for 
the new Mayor of London.” 
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Fury after 
city homes 
go to London 
borough 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A LEADING charity says 
the county’s housing cri¬ 
sis is “a timebomb” after 
Canterbury became the 
latest area to suffer from 
a population overspill from London. 

It comes after the London Borough 
of Redbridge this week won a bid for 
temporary accommodation at the 
Howe Barracks site on the outskirts of 
the city - some 60 miles from its 
council offices. 

The move means 200 families from 
the capital will be housed over the 
summer, leaving local residents on 
Canterbury City Council’s waiting 
list needing to wait that little bit long¬ 
er for housing. 

The authority claims it made its 
own “robust and comprehensive bid” 
but ultimately couldn’t compete with 
the financial muscle of a London 
borough. 

However, Mike Barrett, chief exec¬ 
utive of the homeless charity Porch- 
light, admitted he feared for the fu¬ 
ture of the 2,500 Canterbury 
residents on the waiting list. 

He told KoS: “It’s very worrying for 
us because a number of families mov¬ 
ing there will undoubtedly need a 
level of support and with services al¬ 
ready strained, this potentially could 
be breaking point both in the district 
and county-wide. 

“It involves Redbridge uprooting 
children and people with families 
with support networks in that bor¬ 
ough, so it’s not exactly an easy jour¬ 
ney because Canterbury is a consid¬ 
erable distance from where their 
support is. 

“For those still waiting in Canter¬ 
bury, their situation deteriorates and 
you worry where the housing is going 
to come from - it’s a timebomb. 


“At one level the government talks 
about localism and devolution, then 
on another level it allows this to 
happen.” 

A total of 208 properties at the bar¬ 
racks were formerly used by the Min¬ 
istry of Defence to house armed forces 
personnel and their families, but 
became available to lease in late 
2015. 

“I’ve no doubt the Canterbury bid 
was incredibly strong but obviously it 
would not have given the MoD the re¬ 
turn it was looking for,” Mr Barrett 
added. 

“Austerity measures always have a 
knock-on effect and this is a perfect 
example of how it can be so 
damaging. 

“London naturally has far greater 
resources than anywhere else so it’s 
no surprise that Canterbury couldn’t 
compete. 

“Different parts of Kent will experi¬ 
ence this as we go forward, I’m sure of 
that, because there’s a massive short¬ 
age of housing. 

“London is slightly more acute in 
that regard because of the cost of liv¬ 
ing that is pushing people not just out 
of the capital but beyond the Home 
Counties. 

“The knock-on effect on our 
schools, health services and social 
services will be considerable. 

“There has to be a change in law - 
Canterbury’s hands were tied here 
and I’m sure other authorities will ex¬ 
perience the same.” 

Thanet North MP Sir Roger Gale 
has previously described Kent as a 
“dumping ground” for the population 
overspill, after plans for 12,000 
homes in his constituency were given 
the green light last year. 

Conservative leader of Kent County 
Council, Paul Carter, agreed that it 
could be a worrying sign of things to 
come. 

“I have a number of serious con¬ 


SITE: The now empty Howe Barracks on outskirts of Canterbury 
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Could we eat our way out of the 
Japanese knotweed dilemma? 


SLICE: Apparently, if you slice the knotweed you get something like rhubarb or bamboo. 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


U TTER the words ‘Japanese 
knotweed’ to any green 
fingered horticulturalist 
and they’ll shudder at the 
intrusive plant’s ability to 
grow and overwhelm areas at record 
speeds. 

But one local firm says the solution 
is simple - let’s eat our way out of it. 

Japanese knotweed is infamous for 
its fast growth and density which pre¬ 
vents other plants from flourishing. 
Estimates suggest, as a nation, we’re 
paying up to £160m each year to 
tackle it. 

But Ross Evans says rather than 
weed killer we should attack it with a 
spoon. And perhaps some custard. 

He says the knotweed is in the same 
family as rhubarb and can be used in 
exactly the same way. 

As manager of a wild food compa¬ 
ny called Forager Ltd, based in 
Chatham, near Canterbury, it sup¬ 
plies Britain’s restaurants and the 
public with a host of unusual edibles. 

He told us: “It’s delicious and whilst 
in some areas it definitely presents a 
problem making it a part of our diet 
could be a significant part of the 
solution.” 

The knotweed arrived in the UK in 
the mid-19th century when Kew Gar¬ 
dens displayed it as an ornamental 
plant. 

Since then, it has spread, and it 
knows how to spread fast. 

A tiny carelessly discarded slice of 
the root can quickly take hold and 
under the right conditions a new col¬ 
ony of plants will spring up. 

Explains Mr Evans: “The rapid 
spread of the plant is most likely as a 
result of soil containing root frag¬ 
ments being moved around the coun¬ 
try making it a real issue along mo¬ 
torways and railway embankments 
where the soil is then used. 

“Colonies and sites with which I 
am familiar have not actually in¬ 
creased in size over the past 10 years. 
Like any plant it needs suitable condi¬ 
tions to spread and colonise and there 
are limits to the kind of soil and habi¬ 
tat in which it will thrive.” 


For that reason, it is regarded as a 
weed that needs to be eradicated. 

But to Mr Evans, it has obvious po¬ 
tential as a resource and a permanent 
answer is staring us in the face. 

The professional forager said all 
that’s needed it to make it delicious is 
to peel the fibrous, green and red out¬ 
er skin of the branch and it will reveal 
a watery light green inner flesh with 
a soft flavour that crunches like apple 
as you eat it. 

And don’t stop there. Mr Evans 
said: “The young shoots are also 
great, almost similar to bamboo 
shoots.” 

There have been some increased 
warnings over the years that the 
knotweed problem is getting out of 
control with it springing up in fields, 
along verges and plaguing roadsides. 

Mr Evans adds: “On the one hand 
Japanese knotweed can present a 
very significant problem but it’s not 
completely black and white. The hol¬ 
low stems which are left over the win¬ 
ter months provide an excellent habi¬ 
tat for over-wintering insects and, in 
some large colonies, studies have 
shown that they can become impor¬ 
tant habitats for reptiles and amphib¬ 
ians which feed on the abundance of 
insects. 

“And that really goes for so many 
more plants that many regard as a 
pest. 

“As a country we are surrounded 
by water which gives us an abun¬ 
dance of seaweed. 

“Again, this is a great food and 
should be taken seriously, especially 
as populations increase and growing 
food in ever-limited space is causing 
even greater concerns. 

“And yet, we are completely ignor¬ 
ing so many food sources.” 

Mr Evans said he works with many 
farmers in Kent who now welcome 
his team on to their land to forage for 
foods that the farmers regard as 
weeds. 

He said: “It really is a win-win for 
the farmers. We go on to their land, 
remove what from their point of view 
are just weeds and we pay them for it. 

“There has been so much talk 
about the over-use of herbicides, so 
this is one way of reducing the need to 
use so many chemicals.” 


Adding these things to foods that in¬ 
cludes meat can take a healthy diet to 
new heights. Equally, the diversity of 
plants which we are introducing to 
people’s diets allows for someone who 
is following a vegetarian or vegan 
diet to access a much greater range of 
nutrients than they would receive 
from the relatively small number of 
species offered by the current agricul¬ 
tural model.” 

A 2010 study by the Centre for Ag¬ 
riculture and Biosciences found Japa¬ 
nese knotweed costs the UK economy 
£166 million per year, with almost 
£11 million spent on battling the 
plant along road networks and wa¬ 
terways alone. 

The super-tough plant can burst 
through concrete, damage founda¬ 
tions and can only be disposed off at 
special sites. 

Mr Evans said: “I’m sure that a cer¬ 
tain amount of controlling the spread 
of the plant could be achieved by har¬ 
vesting and eating it. It’s not going to 
completely get rid of it but it will make 
a contribution. 

“Ironically, one of the current con¬ 
trol methods being explored is to in¬ 
troduce a bug from Japan which feeds 


on the knotweed and could therefore 
weaken the plants - rather than 
import a non-native insect as a 
control method we should eat it 
ourselves.” 

Estimates say getting rid of it costs 
around £1,000 per square foot be¬ 
cause so many rules have to be fol¬ 
lowed as laid down by the Environ¬ 
ment Agency. 

The Royal Horticultural Society 
said its eradication had added an ex¬ 
tra £70m to the cost of developing the 
site of London’s 2012 Olympics. 

Mr Evans said: “There is now an 
increasing number of London chefs 
who will use it in their dishes.” 

One of them is Pavel Kanja, head 
chef at west London fine dining 
restaurant Flat Three, who said some 
diners are confused when they see it 
on a menu, knowing it is regarded as 
a weed. But are hooked once they 
taste it - he uses it with beef and a 
syrup for a Champagne cocktail. 

Mr Evans said: “The knotweed is a 
great example of turning rubbish in 
to gold.” 

■ If you want to know more about what 
you can eat in the countryside, visit 
http://www.forager.org.uk/ 


Wild garlic, purple dew plant, 
dulse, laver, hogweed seeds, are just 
some of massive range available on¬ 
line at Forager Wild Food. 

He said: “There is so much out 
there that it is a shame it is not uti¬ 
lised to its full potential. 

“While we are dealing primarily 
with vegetation, I am not saying you 
need to be a vegetarian to enjoy it. 
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Established 1981 


Over 60,000 customers! 


Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,51 2 Inc VAT 

5 WINDOWS 

£1,890 i£3 AT 

WINDOWS 

7 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


15 % 

OFF All 

Conservatories 
i & Orangeries 


.OO 

inc VAT 


inc VA' 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,6 6r«k 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

Cl .891 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


WINDOWS 

Cl ,891 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
L of this advert* _ 


JOO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
presentative available 
upon request subject to status 


.OO 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
14th 
June 




Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


irFHTJXTjISfBBaar , _ ■JJUJ,! /-v-\ Profile:BS7950BS7413 

miaillllliUHM 11 IVEil hH Door Lock: BS3621 

Open 6 days a week a — 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.eom <§s 


1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE.« 
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S! GEORGE’S 

SHOPPING CENTRE 


Sh 


iton’s 


for all your new 
white goods and 
kitchen appliance repairs 


THE HEART OF GRAVESEND 
THE HEART OF YOUR FAMILY 


Exclusive tile collection 


Serving our local community 
with a large and still growing 
selection of high street names 
and independent boutiques. 
With regular events held 
it is a day our for all the family. 

Visit stgeorgescentre.co.uk 


n KEEP UPTO DATE WITH OUR LATEST OFFERS 



When the chief executives of one of the 
county’s major NHS trusts said we should at 
least consider contributing to health costs, the 
furious response has led for calls for her to quit. 
But does she, in fact, actually have a fair point? 


By Tom Pyman & Simon Allin 

tom.pyman@archantco.uk 


C OMMENTS made by a Kent health 
chief suggesting that free health¬ 
care on the NHS may no longer be 
viable have led to calls for her 
resignation. 

Speaking on BBC Radio Four last week, 
Dartford and Gravesham NHS Trust’s chief 
executive, Susan Acott, questioned the core 
NHS principle of universal healthcare free at 
the point of use after it was revealed the health 
service overspent its budget by a record £2.45 
billion in 2015-16. 

In relation to charging for care, she told the 
programme: “I think it’s something modern 
countries need to consider. Because we have 
our cherished NHS, I don’t think that should 
prevent sensible and intelligent discussions 
around whether free at the point of use is al¬ 
ways the right thing to do. 

“If you look at examples like dentistry and oph¬ 
thalmology we often contribute. So I certainly 
think it’s a question that needs to be asked.” 


In response, a number of health experts 
from across the county have slammed the 
comments, and reinforced their support for a 
free NHS. 

Dr Paul Hobday, a GP and prominent politi¬ 
cal campaigner who has more than 30 years’ 
experience working in Kent, told KoS: “She 
should resign. 

“We need managers who will whistleblow 
and stand up to the government. 

“She is speaking out of line, when she is 
supposed to be managing the health service. 
Managers should be fighting for more re¬ 
sources from central taxation.” 

Dr Hobday, who is a member of the National 
Health Action Party, believes the government 
wishes to replace the NHS with a US-style in¬ 
surance-based system, and he accused CEOs 
such as Ms Acott of ‘softening up’ the public to 
eventual privatisation. 

“A lot of CEOs are in place because they 
have toed the government line,” he said. 

“Those who are in key positions are the 
ones who are keen to implement the govern¬ 
ment’s plans. 

“They are in post to carry out government 
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CONTROVERSY: 

Health trust boss 
Susan Acott asked if we 
should have to pay for 
our medical care 



3rd 


& Graves^' 1 ' 

NH5 Trust 


ent valley Hospital 


Main Entranc© 


oking is strictly prohibited within this Ho! 
ase respect our policy 


policy, but on the other hand the health secretary is 
saying people should whistleblow. These are the peo¬ 
ple who should be whistleblowing. 

“It is a political choice, health, and we do not over¬ 
spend. We are spending less than many other devel¬ 
oped countries - even Greece. 

“I think the whole of the general public should be 
standing up and saying ‘why are the government not 
prepared to spend a reasonable amount on health¬ 
care?’” 

Dr Hobday claimed higher taxes would not neces¬ 
sarily have to be introduced to close the funding gap 
and pointed out that the NHS wastes money by ten¬ 
dering contracts to private providers. 

“Between five and ten billion pounds is wasted on 
running the market. By abolishing the market they 
could put the extra money into front-line services,” he 
said. 

“It is a waste of money running a competitive sys¬ 
tem - and by asking us to consider charging patients, 
she is asking for the abolition of the NHS.” 

Labour councillor Mike Eddy, who sits on Kent 
County Council’s health overview and scrutiny com¬ 
mittee stopped short of calling for Mrs Acott to step 
down, but did reveal a number of concerns. 

He told KoS: “These comments are unprincipled. 

“There are certain parts of the health service that 
charge, such as dentistry and opticians, but these are 
long-standing arrangements. 

“Such comments are extremely ill-advised and I 
would hope there would be a further explanation if 
not a retraction. 

“There is a financial crisis throughout the NHS and 
it’s made worse by the government trying to get doc¬ 
tors to work 24/7 when there aren’t the doctors to go 
around. 

“I can understand why a chief executive who is 
placed in an invidious position by this government 
policy is desperately trying to find a way of getting 
more money back into the system. 

“But charging patients who need treatment is not 
the best way to go about it. 

“It might be appropriate in the US, but then only the 
rich can afford treatment. 

“You do worry if you start charging there’s a danger 
of a return to the days of 1945 when poor people died 


in agony and the rich might have had a bit more 
comfort.” 

Helen Whately, MP for Faversham and Mid Kent, 
agreed that it could set a dangerous precedent, but 
also steered clear of calling for Mrs Acott’s head. 

“I don’t think that’s a conversation we need to be 
having because there’s so much that can be done dif¬ 
ferently to help the NHS cope with increasing de¬ 
mand,” she said. 

“As a country we will need to talk about whether we 
need to spend a larger amount of our GDP on health 
care, and do we do that through the tax payer or by 
people paying for their own care. 

“We don’t want to go in the direction of America be¬ 
cause the NHS is a service admired and envied around 
the world. 

“The most important thing is for patients to get high 
quality care when they need it. 

“Hospitals are trying to recruit more nurses to 
make sure there are enough on the wards which is 
tricky because the demand has gone up quicker than 
it takes to train them.” 

Cllr Eddy admitted he was fearful of the growing 
similarities between the evolution of the NHS and the 
health service in the US. 

“I think the government is doing all it can to priva¬ 
tise as much of the service as possible and that is detri¬ 
mental to patients. 

“The bodies which deliver these services are looking 
for profits and bonuses for their bosses. 

“You then get situations where private sector com¬ 
panies come in having looked at the accounts and 
think they can do it for cheaper. 

“If you’re prioritising the patient, privatisation just 
doesn’t work.” 

Such privatisation appears impossible to get away 
from, after a £12 6m contract to provide services in 
north Kent was controversially awarded to Richard 
Branson’s Virgin Care earlier this year. 

A number of health chiefs slammed the decision 
when it was announced in January, and a legal chal¬ 
lenge was made by the Kent Community Health Foun¬ 
dation Trust to suspend the contract over fears Virgin 
would be unable to deliver its services in time. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 



|\|F\A/ Mt Ephraim Gardens, Faversham, Kent, 

AUGUST 5th-7th 2016 

DAY A delightfully civilised weekend in a beautiful setting, featuring the 

very best in classic rock, prog, roots and more 
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fern 



THE ENID * JACKIE LYNTON * 
NASHVILLE TEENS * LEATHERAT 
BONZO BILLS * KARNATAKA * THE 
MENTULLS * ROBIN BIBI +more 

Campingi Pre-pitched camping & 
Glamping available- Free parking. 



Craft & music stallsi workshop 
Daleks & sci-fi characters! 
great bars & food stallsi 1TMD 
experience! Irish dancersi Clas 
Carsi Kidzone and more- Beers f 
local brewers Shepherd Neame a 
Canterbury Ales! and award winn 
cider from Kentish Pip 


CURV|DMQMARTIN 
MIKE S^^^pitfiiff^DTUUAY 
THE BLIOGKHEADS ★ Nil BELOW ZERO ★ RODNEY 
BRANIGAnRkAZ HAWKINS ★ ANNA PHOEBE 

Advance Ticket Price: 3 DAYS £92. Day tickets from 
Ticket hotline 0844 884 2920 or online at 

www.anewdayfestival.com 

A celebration of great music and great beers, set in the Garden of England 
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During the row, the Department of 
Health confirmed that legally, clini¬ 
cal commissioning groups (CCGs) 
should make decisions on who should 
provide services based on the quality 
and value of the service offer, not 
price. 

Ken Rogers, lead governor of the 
Kent Community Health Foundation 
Trust, was one of those opposed to the 
Virgin Care deal, and also felt bring¬ 
ing universally free healthcare to an 
end would be to the country’s 
detriment. 

“I think it was probably something 
that was said off-the-cuff because of 
the difficult situation she is in,” he 
said. 

“I don’t think charging patients is a 
road we want to go down and it was 
most likely simply a way of telling the 
government we need more money. 

“Everybody agrees that patients 
are living longer and there are more 
complex medical issues that we are 
now aware of, so perhaps it is the case 
that financially we have not kept up 
with these innovations. 

“There’s always pressure to make 
savings and I agree with that princi¬ 
ple, but in the 21st century we 
shouldn’t be considering charging 
patients for healthcare. 

“The long term concern, though, is 
not just about money, it’s the short¬ 
age of doctors and nurses available 
because of how long it takes to train 
them.” 

Tory MP for Dartford Gareth John¬ 
son added: “I have no difficulty with 
discussing NHS funding issues to see 
where improvements can be made 
but we must never get to the stage 
where people are unwilling to seek 


medical treatment because they can¬ 
not afford it. 

“The strength of the NHS is the 
principle of being free at the point of 
delivery and that should not change. 

“The NHS ensures there is no need 
for sick people to sit at home as they 
can’t afford to be ill.” 

Some health trusts and CCGs in 
Kent have been forced to look over¬ 
seas in order to help ease the strain on 
services in the county. 

Last month, Timothy Brierley, a 
civil servant from Lyminge, near 
Folkestone, made history as he trav¬ 
elled across the Channel to undergo a 
standard gall bladder removal proce¬ 
dure and become the first British pa¬ 


tient to be treated in Calais on the NHS. 

The surgery was performed follow¬ 
ing the signing of a contract in 
January between Centre Hospitalier 
de Calais and the South Kent Coast 
CCG after the hospital made a bid to 
provide services at the end of last 
year. 

The decision - taken to help cut 
down waiting times for patients 
which currently stand at several 
months due to overwhelming de¬ 
mand - was slammed by the trade 
union, Unison, which described the 
move as “barking”, but Mr Brierley 
said the experience was “completely 
stress-free” and encouraged others to 
follow suit. 


Similarly, Medway CCG announced 
that it was considering drafting in 
doctors and nurses from France to 
help ease crippling demand in the dis¬ 
trict and beyond. 

However, a spokesperson insisted 
discussions were at a preliminary 
stage, no decisions had been defini¬ 
tively made, and that the use of clini¬ 
cal staff from across the Channel was 
only one of a number of options cur¬ 
rently being discussed. 

“Bringing in doctors and nurses 
has been a long-standing process to 
provide cover when we have prob¬ 
lems,” Cllr Eddy said. 

“We are lucky to be part of the EU 
in this instance but doctors have got 



very easy movement and similarly, 
being able to use hospitals in France 
or Italy, for example, and receive free 
treatment is beneficial for patients 
when on holiday. 

“I support using everything that is 
available, so if you can have a proce¬ 
dure in Calais, and you’re willing to 
travel, that’s fine, but I’d prefer doc¬ 
tors are travelling over here than 
vice-versa.” 

Mrs Whately disagreed: “Having to 
recruit from overseas is not the right 
thing to do in the long-term.” 

“We’re in the process of freeing up 
universities to help them offer more 
nursing degrees, but these are con¬ 
troversial because they won’t be giv¬ 
en bursaries. 

“But we hope this drive will help in¬ 
crease the number of nurses trained 
in the country in the long-term.” 

The respective chief executives of 
the Medway, East Kent and Maid¬ 
stone and Tunbridge Wells trusts de¬ 
clined to comment, and despite per¬ 
sistent attempts, Mrs Acott was also 
unavailable for further comment. 
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Now On! 


big savings... 

Walk In Shower Package 

1400x800 tray - £175 
800 panel lOmnn glass - £195 
300 swivel panel 10mm glass - £109 
Plus FREE fast flow turbo waste 
worth £30 

RRP £690 

Package Price £479 

Take away today! 


IVI I I 

Don't miss out! More offers in our bathroom showroom 


Newly refurbed bathroom showroom plus ex display items at 50% OFF 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 0AD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | morrisandturner.co.uk 
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Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 

We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 
store 
Now open 



We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

6 A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live’ 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 
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Rejuvenate 


your garden this 




Heavy Duty Top Quality 
| Fence Panel 6’x6’ 

£16.99 EACH +VAT 


Sprin 




CAN DELIVER BULK BAGS OF: 
bark • compost • top soil 
& building aggregates 


Bark (Bulk Bags) 

Homeleigh Offer 

£46.00 +vat 


Natural Paving 

FRO 


£l3.oo EACH +V, 

(per sq.m) 


Railway Sleepers 

Homeleigh Offer 
£13.99 EACH +VAT (+5 
£15.49 e iACH +VAT (Single) 



eenedTop Soil 
(Bulk Bags) 

Homeleigh Offer 

£41 .66 +VAT 


www.homeleighgroup.co.uk 



Maidstone 01622 791111 

Woodford Depot 01580 892733 

Staplehurst: 01580892037 

Ashford; 01233 850075 

Hall Road | Maidstone 

Maidstone Road | Staplehurst 

Station Road | Staplehurst 

Ashford Road | High Halden 

ME20 7QZ 

TNI20RH 

TNI20PY 

TN26 3BP 
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PROJECT: The now completed Broomhill Sands defences will protect both homes and businesses 

Romney Marsh defence project 
has ‘proved government wrong’ 

The Defend Our Coast Association is celebrating after a 12-year campaign finally came to an end this 
month when work on a £30m coastal defence scheme at the Lydd Ranges was officially completed... 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A CAMPAIGN group that 
has helped deliver 
much-needed coastal 
defences in Lydd says it 
has “proved the govern¬ 
ment wrong” in its victory. 

The Defend Our Coast Association 
(DOC) was set up by local people liv¬ 
ing on the Romney Marsh in 2004, 
following what they believed was a 
lack of community involvement by 
government agencies during sea de¬ 
fence policy planning. 

Gradually gaining more and more 
support over the years, it pushed the 
Environment Agency to invest in re¬ 
inforcements and earlier this month, 
a £30m defence scheme that will pro¬ 
tect thousands of homes and busi¬ 
nesses between the Lydd Ranges and 
The Suttons in Camber, Sussex, was 
finally completed. 

Brigitte Bass, of the DOC, told KoS 
of the work the association has done 
over the last decade and beyond to 
help deliver essential protection. 

“It has been a long haul but obvi¬ 
ously we’re delighted to finally arrive 
here,” she said. 

“We realised that houses, includ¬ 
ing mine, were going to be in danger 
of being swallowed up by the sea, so 
we got together and formed a group 
so that people could have their say. 

“Not many people realise that if 
you lose your home to coastal flood¬ 
ing, you get no compensation 
whatsoever. 


“You can’t just protect bits here and 
there, you need protection for the 
whole of Romney Marsh. 

“Here we are, 12 years later, and 
we’ve nearly done it, but until the fi¬ 
nal piece is completed, the marsh 
won’t be safe.” 

The scheme is part of the bigger 
Folkestone to Cliff End Strategy 
which, once complete, will protect 
14,500 homes and businesses, a nu¬ 
clear power station, significant areas 
of designated habitat and two Minis¬ 
try of Defence firing ranges. 

The Lydd defences, known as the 
Broomhill Sands scheme, covers over 
2km of beach and is made up of new 
rock revetments shipped in from Nor¬ 
way, a new wave wall, increased 
beach shingle and new timber 
groynes. 

In addition to improved coastal 
protection, the new defences provide 
a wider path along the top of the de¬ 
fence and new pedestrian access 
steps and ramps down to the beach, 
providing protection to more than 
1,300 homes and 100 businesses. 

The huge defence has significantly 
increased the standard of protection 
to the area from one in 20 years to 
one in 200 years, taking into account 
predicted sea level rises. 

However, Ms Bass admitted it was 
far from an easy fight and the project 
was only delivered through the sheer 
bloody-mindedness of those involved 
in the campaign. 

“There’s a real community involve¬ 
ment in this and because of that I’m 
very proud. 

“The need for local people to have a 


say is common sense but it was not 
how government used to work then. 

“We have to have so much enthusi¬ 
asm and desire just to be on a level 
playing field with the big boys. 

“It took a lot of hard work, a lot of 
lobbying and many trips to Westmin¬ 
ster but it’s paid off. 

“When a group like us comes to¬ 
gether, I think government sits back 
and waits for them to run out of fund¬ 
ing or just burn out - but we’ve proved 
them very much wrong. 

“Most people don’t realise that the 
government does not have any legal 
obligation to maintain or build sea 
defences - they buy a house on the 
coast and think they’ll be looked after. 


“Money isn’t often spent here, it 
goes to more densely populated areas 
so for this to come to fruition is a real 
victory for us. 

Ms Bass was full of praise for the 
support of Shepway MP Damian Col¬ 
lins, without whom, she said, “we 
would not be where we are today”. 

Mr Collins, who was in attendance 
at the official opening on Friday, said: 
“The campaign has done extremely 
well having been there from the 
beginning and been an important 
driver throughout the whole process. 

“They’ve demonstrated what the 
strength of local feeling for the need 
to invest in projects such as these can 
achieve and there’s been a tremen¬ 


dous amount of community support 
and engagement. 

“It’s great to see the project being 
completed because this type of infra¬ 
structure is really well designed and 
built in a way that truly enhances the 
area. 

“What we are looking at is an intel¬ 
ligent defence strategy for the whole 
coast and Broomhill Sands is a really 
important piece of the jigsaw.” 

The Environment Agency’s opera¬ 
tions manager Ian Nunn said: “This 
project has been one of the largest 
construction projects the Environ¬ 
ment Agency has ever completed in 
the south east. 

“We sourced materials from 
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throughout Europe and staff, design¬ 
ers and contractors from across the 
country. 

“Over 250,000 tonnes of rock will 
absorb wave energy and protect the 
new defence itself. 

“The defence is nicely finished with 
a series of sculptures, created using 
funding from the Arts Council 
England.” 

The government says it is continu¬ 
ing to work closely with Natural Eng¬ 
land to complete the remaining 
schemes from the Folkestone to Cliff 
End Strategy. 

Last month thousands of home- 
owners received a boost as a world- 
first flood insurance scheme was giv¬ 
en the green light, benefitting 
residents across the county. 

The Flood Re scheme was launched, 
which requires all companies who 
provide home insurance in the UK to 
put around £180m into a central pot. 

Insurers can then place their poli¬ 
cies with the Flood Re scheme which 
means that claims for flood damage 


to homes are paid for out of the Flood 
Re pot. 

The benefit to homeowners is in¬ 
surance companies will be able to of¬ 
fer flood insurance at a more afforda¬ 
ble price and the excess on claims 
should be significantly reduced fol¬ 
lowing the introduction of a £250 
limit. 

Previously, excess levels were set so 
high it was costing thousands to capi¬ 
talise on a policy. 

The cost will ultimately fall on or¬ 
dinary policy-holders, who are likely 
to have to pay an extra £10.50 on 
their premiums on average. 

However, houses built since 2009 
will not be covered by the scheme to 
discourage developers from building 
on land at risk of flooding. 

Officials in the previously-affected 
areas of Maidstone and Yalding told 
us they full supported the principle 
of the scheme but only if it didn’t act 
as a distraction from the more press¬ 
ing demand for enhanced flood 
defences. 



DEFENCE : The new sea wall will protect homes and businesses 


£90M BOOST FOR COASTAL BUSINESSES AND COMMUNITIES 


THE completion of the work on 
the Broomhill Sands project tied 
in with a government announce¬ 
ment this week that a £90m pot of 
cash was available for creative 
entrepreneurs across the 
country’s coastline. 

Community groups and 
businesses in Broadstairs, 
Ramsgate, Margate, Folkestone, 
Dover and more are being invited 
to bid for a share of the investment 
which was released on Monday 

The funding is available 
throughout the UK over the next 
four years to support plans to reel 
in jobs and revitalise much-loved 
seaside areas which historically 
have been hotspots for tourism. 

Since 2012, the government has 
invested over £120m in seaside 
areas through a dedicated 
Coastal Communities Fund, and 
analysis has shown it to be money 
well spent with every £1 invested 
having the potential to create an up 
to £8 boost to coastal economies. 

As well as publicly-funded 
schemes like Broomhill Sands, 
there has also been an upward 
curve of private investment in the 
county, with Folkestone in particu¬ 
lar benefitting from a number of 
projects backed by the Sir Roger 
De Haan Charitable Trust. 

Meanwhile last week saw the 
announcement that Kent boasted 
the most Blue Flag beaches in the 
UK - up to eleven from nine in 2014, 
after meeting the highest standards 
for cleanliness, facilities and water 
quality set by Keep Britain Tidy. 



Jo James, chief executive of the 
Kent Invicta Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, felt a combination of these 
factors was an indication that Kent’s 
coastline could once again be a 
booming business. 

She told KoS: ‘ Any potential 
money that we can get to build on 
our local tourism is good because 
it gives businesses the opportunity 
to boost the local economy. 

“It further builds on last week’s 
Blue Flag success, and proves that 
east Kent seems to be experienc¬ 
ing a rise back to its heyday. 

“Many years ago it was a 
thriving place of tourism, with 
people from London wanting to 
come down, but over the years it 
lost that a little bit. 


“Now, though, there’s starting to 
be a revival, as demonstrated by 
the Turner [Contemporary art 
gallery in Margate], which we can 
tap into.” 

Communities secretary, and MP 
for Tunbridge Wells, Greg Clark 
(pictured) said following the 
release of the £90m cash earlier 
this week: “Our Great British coast 
has enormous economic potential 
and we are determined to see it 
thrive all year round. 

“That’s why today we’re invest¬ 
ing £90m in exciting new business 
ideas across our much-loved 
seaside areas - bringing not just a 
wave of enthusiasm but also 
creating thousands of good new 
jobs too. 

“And with grants of up to £4m 
each available, I’d urge our coastal 
entrepreneurs and communities to 
get involved.” 

Communities minister Mark 
Francois, who last week visited 
Medway, and discussed plans for a 
new stadium for Gillingham 
Football Club, said: “Over the past 
few years we’ve seen a sea-change 
in investment across our Great 
British Coast - with today’s £90m 
building on the £120m we’ve 
already pumped in. 

“This money is all about 
generating jobs and boosting 
businesses, so if you’ve got a good 
idea we want to hear from you. 

“We’re rightly proud of our 
country’s seaside past but this new 
money means that we can also look 
forward to its bright future.” 


Fantastic Coach 
Holiday Offer: 

Paignton 4 days £169 

It’s true. Now you can enjoy a 
wonderful break in Paignton for a very 
special price this September... 

There are no ‘catches’ - just a great 
deal - even the lovely days out are free - 
here’s the full details... 

Day 1: You’ll arrive at your hotel late afternoon 
to a warm welcome and refreshments. 

Day 2: A full day out today as we head west - 
leaving Devon behind as we cross the River 
Tamar into Cornwall and visit two beautiful 
coastal villages. Polperro and Looe 

Day 3: A trip to the picturesque fishing Port of Brixham. We return to Paignton this 
afternoon so you can spend some time in your resort. 

Day 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty ‘Torbay Court’ 

Torbay Court Hotel, Paignton 

Just a few minutes walk from the Seafront in a quiet cul-de-sac 
next to a pleasant public garden. Also within easy reach of 
Paignton Zoo. Major refurbishment now complete. Regular 
evening entertainment. 56 ensuite guest rooms. Lift to all 
floors. 

Departs; Friday 16th September £16 9 

Price includes: 3 nights accommodation with 3-course dinner 

and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. Price pp based on 2 sharing. 

Single Supp £19 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS^OI5I 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

32 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


breakfast 

Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Babbacombe. 

No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 




Heart 
of Kent 

Hospice 


Support your local Hospice 


An Audience with \ 

Ann Widdecombe ’ m 

Saturday 11th June - 7pm 


An evening of stories, anecdotes 
and opinions, taking place at 
The Hop Farm, Paddock Wood. 


Find out more and to book your tickets 
W: www.hokh.org/events 
T: 01622 790195 
E: fundraising@hokh.co.uk 
Celebrating 25 years of compassionate care 
Heart of Kent Hospice O @Heartofkenthosp 
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WIN! Tickets 
for incredible 
night out at 
Leeds Castle 


The annual Leeds Castle Classical 
Concert takes place on July 9 and you 
can win a pair of tickets in our contest 


T HE Leeds Castle Classical 
Concert is one of the stand¬ 
outs of the county’s cultur¬ 
al calendar and demand for 
tickets for this summer’s 
show has once again been immense. 

And now you could be there for free 
thanks to our great competition. 

Now in its 38th year, the concert is 
set against the stunning backdrop of 
Leeds Castle. For the first time, Aled 
Jones MBE will be hosting the event in 
front of an audience of thousands on 
Saturday, July 9. 

It will be a truly memorable evening 
of flag-waving, singing and dancing, 
with an opening performance from 
The Definitive Rat Pack, entertain¬ 


ment from the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra conducted by John Rigby 
and with renowned soloists. Special 
guests include the P&O Ferries Choir. 

Hold onto your flags and hats and 
be wowed with an air display by Aero 
Legends as the jaw-dropping 1940’s 
Spitfire takes to the skies. 

There’s even an amazing fireworks 
finale. 

We have four pairs of tickets to give 
away - normally £43 each. 

All you have to do to be in with a 
chance of winning is to answer the 
question below. 

But don’t worry if you miss out - tick¬ 
ets and more information can be found 
at www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk. 



FINALE: Fireworks will explode above the historical castle as part of one of the county’s best-loved events 


0. Which presenter and per¬ 
former will be hosting this year’s 
Leeds Castle concert? 

A. Aled Jones 

B. Graham Norton 

C. Jonathan Ross 

Terms and conditions: 

To enter text KENT followed by 
CLASSICAL and your answer then 
your first name, surname address 


and postcode to 67000, e.g. KENT 
CLASSICAL C JOHN SMITH 2 THE 
STREET, TOWN, DV2 2GT. Win¬ 
ners will be selected from all correct 
entries. The promoter's decision is fi¬ 
nal. Usual terms and conditions ap¬ 
ply. Please note if you should enter 
after the closing deadline of Tuesday, 
June 7, 2016, your entry will not be 
valid, but you still may be charged. 


Texts cost your standard network 
rate, SMS Services are provided by 
Text Local. Helpline: 01244 
752299. Alternatively enter by post 
to Leeds Castle Classical Concert 
Competition, Archant KOS Media, 
Suite 104 Kent House, Station Road, 
Ashford, Kent TN23 1PP, including 
your answer, name, address, post¬ 
code and contact telephone number. 



Wealden Hall 


London Road, Larkfield, 

Kent, ME20 6DE 

Telephone: 

01732 840259 

wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 
Cut this out to receive a 

Free Bottle ofWine 

when two dine 
from our main menu 

throughout May. 

All day, every day 

Ts and Cs apply. 


A great place to do business ... 



'THOR LEY TAVERN® 

• - JiTCKSIXtl I.PCATIONE* - * ^ 

vyww uk/hofal* qi p 

PEGWELL BAY HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 599590 - OAK HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 583686 



CANCER 

X RESEARCH 
AWi UK 


PllQrtm* 

»Jospfcw 


Ui ill I T II Un 5 Supporting, Cancer Research UK 

PILGRIMS HOSPICE. SUNDAY 5th JUNE 2pm KICK OFF. GATES OPEN 11.00am, GALLAGHER STADIUM, 
MAIDSTONE, RAZOR & GAZZA LEGENDS V ALLSTARS. Razor & Gazza team Captained by TREVOR 
SINCLAIR, Includes Jimmy Bullard, Dean Windass, Micky Hazard, BarrvlFuHeT3Dannv f Ked well,.Mark 
Beard, ALLSTARS Kevin Horlock, Steve Slade, Stuart Nethercott, Glen Little, Kevin Watson, Jimmy 


Walker, Matthew Crane Singing Nessan Dorma before Kick-off, Charley Monroe.to perform 12-1 pm, 
Plus Crystal Palace Cheerleaders to Entertain you. 


SPECIALGUEST, OSSIE ARDILES 


TICKETS £8 Adults, 

£4 CHILD (u16s) buy on the 
web-site at 

www.ashfordcharityfunds.co.uk 
Contact 07850747198 
Details. 


Charley 

Monroe 


Crystals 


2016 Charity Match Sponsors 


drily Funds 
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Remembering When 
★ Only Fools & Horses ★ 
^ad Jolly Boys’ Outing 


Original stars of the show will be welcoming visitors this 
weekend at a special exhibition celebrating the TV comedy 
at Margate’s Dreamland - location of a famous episode 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


I T was one of the most enduring 
episodes of one of the nation’s 
best-loved comedies - and this 
weekend Margate will once 
again welcome back Only Fools 
and Horses. 

Some 27 years ago, the stars of the 
BBC show descended on the seaside 
town to film the 1989 Christmas spe¬ 
cial - the Jolly Boys’ Outing. 

In it, Del, Rodney and Uncle Albert 
were joined by almost the entire sup¬ 
porting ensemble - including the 
likes of Trigger and Boycie - as the 
Peckham lads had a day-trip to the 
coast with the inevitable hilarious 
outcome (see box). 

And as the photographs on these 


pages show, the sun shone as the cast 
visited Dreamland - then Bern Bom 
Brothers - and shot scenes on the 
beach, outside the station and along 
the amusements. 


Starting this weekend, a very spe¬ 
cial exhibition celebrating the TV 
show will be staged at Margate’s 
Dreamland - with those turning up 
over the long bank holiday weekend 



REVEALED: Behind the scenes pictures revealed this week capture stars 
David Jason (Del), Nicholas Lyndhurst (Rodney) and Buster Merryfield 
(Uncle Albert) during filming of the Jolly Boys’ Outing the 1989 Christmas 
special of the hugely popular BBC comedy 

also getting the chance to meet with the event which takes fans back to a 
two stars of the show. time when a yellow Robin Reliant 

Both John Challis, who played Boy- meant Trotters Independent Traders 

cie, and his on-screen wife, Sue Hold- were in town. 

erness, who played Marlene, will be at The exhibition will feature props 



Picture not associated with deal 
ask in store for details. 


Sole 
Now C 


big savings 
on fires... 


Electric Fireplace Suite 

Stone effect with 2kw Fan Heater 


r ; V 


Price £499 


Don't miss out! More offers in our fireplace showroom 


New revamped fireplace showroom with working electric fire displays 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | morrisandturner.co.uk 
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and costumes from the show - in¬ 
cluding the famous Batman and Rob¬ 
in outfits Del and Rodney wore for the 
1996 Christmas special. 

The Jolly Boys Exhibition, which 
also includes a re-creation of the 
Trotters’ Peckham flat, starts this 
Saturday, May 28, and runs until 
June 5. 

A spokeswoman for Dreamland 


said: “The response for tickets has 
proved very strong and there’s been a 
great deal of interest. Only Fools and 
Horses is a much-loved show and 
we’re looking forward to welcoming 
fans here.” 

Tickets for the exhibition in the 
ballroom at Dreamland, can be 
bought in advance for £4.95 or for 
£6.95 on the door. 



IT was rare for Only Fools and 
Horses to be filmed so much on 
location, but for the longer 
Christmas specials a trip to 
Margate was the perfect setting 
for a classic episode. 

For the likes of Del Boy, Rodney 
and Uncle Albert the August Bank 
Holiday meant just one thing - the 
Jolly Boys’ Outing. For the 
regulars of the Nag’s Head, it was 
a chance to take to a coach and 
head for the sea air, jellied eels 
and fairground rides of Kent’s 
tourist hotspot. 

The cast were filmed driving 


down to the Kent coast - stopping 
off enroute at what was once the 
Roman Galley pub on the Thanet 
Way, near Herne Bay. It has long 
since been converted into 
housing. 

There the gang took in a few 
early drinks only for the bus 
driver to have one too many and 
then be unable to drive - much to 
the dismay of Denzel who is 
drafted in as his replacement. 

The coach then explodes after 
one of Del’s dodgy car stereos 
overheats - a scene shot in a car 
park in Cliftonville. 


After a day in Margate of riding 
the rollercoaster - and memorably 
the Mary Rose ship - at Dream¬ 
land, the gang discover that as 
they arrive at Margate station, a 
rail strike means there is no ride 
home and they are stuck in the 
town. 

Scattering to try and find rooms 
on one of the busiest days of the 
summer, Del and Rodney end up 
at a hotel, scenes of which were 
shot in Dolby Square, Cliftonville. 

Millions tuned in to watch the 
episode and it remains one of the 
show’s best-loved outings. 


PRE-BOOK YOUR TICKETS 



Kent County Agricultural Society 

kentcountyshow H kentcountyshow 


KENT 

GOUNTYSHOW 


8,9,10 July 

www.kentshow.co.uk 
01622 633060 



Dance the summer evening away with friends at this iconic musical event. Now in its 38th 
year, join thousands of flag-waving concert goers enjoy performances from the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by John Rigby, with narration by Aled Jones. 


The Definitive Rat Pack, the world’s finest interpreters of Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and 
Sammy Davis Jr and the P&O Ferries Choir, will also be returning. With breath-taking aerial 
displays and a stunning fireworks finale it's an event not to be missed. 


Sponsored by 

KM. 


Book tickets today at LeedsCastleConcert.co.uk 


P&OMFERRIES >W 


Lifeboats 




www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk 0845 652 62 62 n /Classicalconcertleedscastle # @classicalconcrt 
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CHALLENGE: Jessica Wright, left, and far right front in Billy Elliott, is seeking a generous donor to help her remarkable return from illness see her finally achieve her dream 

After fighting illness, now talent 
has seen dream derailed by cash 

Tom Pyman looks at how a teenager cannot fulfil her potential due to a glitch in government funding 


A DARTFORD dancing 
prodigy who battled a 
debilitating illness when 
she was younger is fac¬ 
ing the prospect of miss¬ 
ing out on her dream career due to 
bizarre allowances about funding. 

Jessica Wright, 18, overcame a rare 
condition to secure a place at one of 
the country’s top performing arts col¬ 
leges, but her ability to take up the of¬ 
fer is now in jeopardy. 

Her application to Laine Theatre 
Arts in Epsom, Surrey, earlier this 
year was successful, but with fees of 
over £17,000 a year, plus living costs, 
Miss Wright is struggling to generate 
enough cash to follow her dream. 

While most of her friends will apply 
for university degrees, and receive 
full support in paying tuition fees via 
the government’s student loan 
scheme, Miss Wright is stuck in 
limbo. 

The government announced re¬ 
cently that it was bringing the age of 
eligibility for its Advanced Learner 
Loan - used to support students on 
courses such as the musical theatre 
one she hopes to feature on - down to 
19 from 24. 

However, like many others, Miss 
Wright will still only be 18 when she 
finishes her A Levels this summer 
and will therefore not be able to apply 
for a grant. 

“It’s really difficult because I see my 
friends getting five university offers, 
they’ve written their personal state¬ 
ments and everything seems to be in 
place,” she told KoS. 

“But when you’ve worked really 


hard to do so many auditions and 
then finally get a place, only to face 
the prospect of not getting in because 
it’s so expensive, it’s really 
frustrating. 

“The worst bit is that it’s that which 
is stopping me, rather than myself. 

“The qualification I’d be getting is 
one of the highest standard - it’s no 
less prestigious than a top degree - 
but the same kind of funding is not 
available and it’s infuriating.” 

Miss Wright’s ability or experience 
is not in question, having featured in 
Billy Elliott: The Musical at London’s 
West End Victoria Palace Theatre 
among a number of other performing 
roles. 

However, an admissions officer at 
Laine told us stories like Miss Wright’s 
are far from uncommon. 

“This is the first time they have 
lowered the age to 19 but it is strange 
that it is not also available to 18-year- 
olds,” she said. 

“We’ve had hundreds of applicants 
in a similar position to Jessica and 
there don’t appear to be any other 
grants available. 

“There are career development 
loans able to be accessed by banks, 
but for these students they’re of no 
use because they offer them for a 
maximum of two years, including the 
year of graduation, and our course is 
three years long. 

“We are supported by the Council 
for Dance Education and Training 
which has been lobbying hard to fur¬ 
ther reduce the age of the Advanced 
Learner Loan. 

“But until then they are having to 


k k As parents it’s awful 
having to watch her 
struggle. She has come 
back from her illness 
and absolutely worked 
her socks off - getting 
up at 6am every day to 
practice dancing on top 
ofherALevels ■■ 


Julie Wright, 

Mother of 18-year-old Jessica 

rely on private sponsorship and 
there’s of course not an awful lot of 
that out there.” 

But Miss Wright is a young girl 
well-equipped for a fight, after com¬ 
ing down with an unusual kidney 
disorder known as Nutcracker Syn¬ 
drome in 2013 which left her unable 
to dance for two years. 

This is the compression of the left 
renal vein between the aorta and the 
superior mesenteric artery, which re¬ 
sults in elevated pressure and collat¬ 
eral vein development. 

After weeks of meetings with puz¬ 
zled doctors, Miss Wright was finally 
diagnosed and underwent surgery to 
have her kidney removed and re-at- 
tached again with the affected blood 
vessels untangled. 

“I started getting a pain in my back 
and stomach and I thought I’d just 


pulled a muscle or something, but it 
persisted and that indicated that 
something was wrong,” she said. 

“I went to hospital and they strug¬ 
gled to find out the problem was be¬ 
cause it’s so rare and a lot of doctors 
aren’t educated on it or don’t even 
know it exists. 

“It was quite a long time until they 
found out exactly what it was when I 
was referred to St Thomas’ and a con¬ 
sultant who knew what it was and 
recommended surgery. 

“There I had a vein reimplantation 
which involved them taking out the 
squashed part, untangling it and 
reattaching it. 

“Ultimately I couldn’t dance for 
two years due to various pains when¬ 
ever I exercised or increased blood 
flow so had to begin considering oth¬ 
er career options. 

“Having been in and out of hospital 
and meetings with medical profes¬ 
sionals I thought that could have 
been an option and started looking at 
neuropsychology and occupational 
therapy. 

“But it wasn’t until I started writ¬ 
ing personal statements for universi¬ 
ty that I realised dancing was what I 
really wanted, so I worked hard to get 
back into a position where I could do 
that. 

“You have to make sure you are do¬ 
ing what you really love because it’s 
such a big investment and it’s just not 
worth it otherwise.” 

Miss Wright defied the odds to re¬ 
ceive an offer from Laine which has 
an exceptionally small intake of just 
70 students but its pricey fees are 


threatening to be too much of an 
obstacle. 

Most students have to rely on 
wealthy parents or private sponsor¬ 
ship to afford the fees. 

She has been saving her wages 
from a part time job at a jewellers in 
Bluewater, but with a total of some 
£75,000 probably needed, that may 
prove to be little more than a drop in 
the ocean. 

Mum, Julie, has supported her 
daughter as much as she can and, 
along with her husband, last week 
tried to help raise money by perform¬ 
ing a small gig in front of friends and 
family at the Conservative Club in 
Dartford. 

But like most parents, funding a 
three-year training course on top of 
allowances for food and accommoda¬ 
tion is just not possible. 

“As parents it’s awful having to 
watch her struggle,” Mrs Wright said. 

“She has come back from her ill¬ 
ness and absolutely worked her socks 
off - getting up at 6 am every day to 
practice dancing as well as working 
part time on top of her A Levels. 

“There’s just this black hole where 
people are falling down because 
there’s no support available between 
18 and 19 and it’s not acceptable.” 

As well as writing to various busi¬ 
nesses in the hope of securing private 
sponsorship, Miss Wright has set up a 
crowdfunding page, and those wish¬ 
ing to donate can do so at bit. 
ly/lVjuc7a. 

The Department for Business, In¬ 
novation and Skills was unavailable 
for comment when we went to press. 
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#StyleYourSummer 

' It if] 


j^iwick m&s bus CONNECTION monsoon next topshop 


AT THE BIGGEST BRANDS IN TOWN 

*1 ■ 


ROYAL VICTORIA PLACE 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


Are you embarrassed 
by your teeth? 

Get your confidence back with no downtime with this new Dental Implant system! 


Dr Pieter Claassen 
of Hanover House, a 
local dental clinic is 
experiencing high demand 
for dental implants due to 
an advanced technique 
called PRGF which they 
offer to patients that are 
having dental implants. 

This new system 
encourages healing at an 
accelerated rate which 
means patients are able 
to go about their normal, 
everyday life without any or 
very little down-time. 

Patients travel from all 
over, demanding this unique 
treatment which is also being 
used to help sportsmen and 
women speed up the healing 
process following injury. 
PRGF stands for Plasma Rich 
Growth Factors, - referred 
to as accelerated healing by 
the Hanover House dental 
implant team. 

The Problem 

If you are one of the 
thousands of people 
suffering from missing or 
painful teeth you do not need 
to be reminded that it is very 
likely you will experience 
any or ah of the following 
problems. 

• Not being able to eat 
what you want 

• Having to use fixative 
several times a day which 
is difficult to remove 
from your denture 

• Your confidence has 
dropped 

• You don’t enjoy food 
anymore because of the 
denture covering the 
roof of your mouth 

• You find yourself talking 
with your hand in front 
of your mouth to either 
stop a loose denture from 
moving or to hide an 
embarrassing gap 



at Hanover House Dental 
in Tonbridge 

26 Week ending May 2 9, 2016 


• When did you last smile? 

• You have bone loss where 
the denture is pressing 
on underlying bone 

• You can often hear a 
Tunny sound’ when the 
denture chews against 
another denture or teeth 

• You have as constant fear 
you will lose or break 
your dentures 

• Dogs love chewing 
dentures that he 
unattended. 

The excitement 

For most of us suffering 
from ill-fitting denture, 
painful or lose teeth, all 
of the problems can be 
eliminated through the use 
of dental implants. 

Dr Claassen says, “Most 
patients normally have 
dental implants to stabilise 
loose and uncomfortable 
dentures or to replace 
embarrassing missing teeth. 
Having fixed teeth again 
means that they can eat and 
enjoy the food they want and 
have the confidence to smile 
in family photos again.” 

PRGF is 100% Natural 

The system is the magic 
solution that helps to speed 
up the healing process after 
the procedure, promoting 
our own unique healing 
factors to burst into action. 
Using the revolutionary 
PRGF system also increases 
the success rate. 

For the first time ever 
Hanover House Dental 
Practice are offering the 
PRGF system completely 
free of charge when a 
dental implant is placed. 
Normally this amazing new 
treatment would cost £350.00 
but for a limited period only 
Dr Claassen is offering it 
for FREE! 

Clinical Results 

In a study of 1391 dental 
implant placements using 
PRGF, the success rate was 
99.6%. This shows just how 
special PRGF is, and as our 
free introductory gift to you, 
Dr Claassen wants to provide 
it free of charge - but not for 
long. In fact, you only have 
until Tuesday 14th June 2016 
to take up this offer! 

Patients who have 
osteoporosis often receive 
medication to strengthen 
their bones. Unfortunately, 
in some cases it can lead 
to the opposite - impaired 
healing of bone structure. 
PRGF is excellent for 
patients potentially at risk 


of dental implant failure, 
shortening the time it takes 
for the body to accept your 
implants. 

The Benefits 

There are many benefits 
when a patient chooses to 
have dental implants and 
using the PRGF system only 
increases those benefits... 

Below are just a few; 

1. Faster healing time; 
Less down time 

2. Reduced pain and 
swelling 

3. No one will know unless 
you want them too! 

4. Natural healing from 
your healing factors 

5. Get back your quality of 
life 


Ken, a patients of Dr 
Claassen at Hanover House 
Dental Practice says... 

“I wasn’t certain about going 
down this route but now feel 
SMILES better!” which is 
evident in his before and 
after treatment photos. 

■ Mr Ken Winch BEFORE Treatment ■ Mr Ken Winch AFTER Treatment 

How to get this special product 

Its first come first served so call and book 
your free consultation. Cut out the coupon on 
this page and when you start treatment we 
will reduce the cost by £350! 

Call us today on: 01732 807914 



How it works 


Either Sue or Sandy will be helping you on the phone. 


PRGF - Plasma Rich 
Growth Factor is a 100% 
natural product specific 
and unique to each patient. 
A small amount of blood is 
placed in a centrifuge and 
separated in different layers. 
Only the parts, rich in 
growth factors are then used 
and applied onto the implant 
and the surrounding areas 
in the mouth. 

In the several years PRGF 
have been used in different 
medical fields there has 
never been a reported side 
effect. 

What people say 

“Pieter worked painstakingly 
to achieve 
the perfect finish. 

The dental implants have 
given me back my smile 
and confidence and I no 
longer have to worry about 
what I eat” 

Mrs. P. Mahoney - 
Speldhurst 

“Having dental implants 
was well worth the effort 
and the difference was 
extraordinary, making it the 
best decision I ever made. 

I used to be self-conscious 
about my teeth. I wouldn’t 
eat in public in case my 
dentures fell out and I hated 
how they felt in my mouth. 
Since having dental implants 
I am so much happier. I can 
eat what I want, when I 
want, including apples and 
I am much more confident. 

Even my friends have 
commented on how happy 
and relaxed I look. ” 
Stephen Barnham - 
Tonbridge 


Hanover House Dental 
has various packages and 
price plans to 
suit all budgets! 




SAVE 

£350 


Hanover House 

DENTISTRY 

Benefit from Accelerated, 
100% Natural healing! 


Free consultation 

At Hanover House, 203 High St, TN91BW 

Remember; bring your coupon along 
to claim YOUR free PRGF! 

DO NOT PUT IT OFF; WE DO NOT WANT YOU 

TO BE DISAPPOINTED! 


Call 01732 807914 
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Homes & Gardens 


Making improvements for summer 


Read through our latest supplement 
for advice on garden sheds and ways 
that you can get your ideal bathroom 


ELCOME to our lat¬ 
est edition of Homes 
and Gardens. 

Spring is now 
well underway and 
many of us have been enjoying the 
lighter mornings and evenings and 
warmer weather. 

With summer approaching, now 
might be the time to make changes. 

With a Bank Holiday weekend 
meaning that a large number of peo¬ 
ple will have an extra day off on Mon¬ 
day, what better time is there for keen 
gardeners to make their way into 
their outdoor space and indulge in 
their hobby? 

It also provides you with a chance 
to carry out some DIY around your 
home, or to revamp some of the areas 
that you want to improve. 

With summer on the way, a garden 
shed can be a great addition to your 
outdoor space - with a number of 
purposes that they are suitable for. 

In this edition we will be providing 
you with advice on garden sheds - 
featuring a number of tips for those 


looking to add one in to their outdoor 
space or to improve the one that they 
already have. 

With spring being a good time to 
sell your home, we will be looking at 
the ways in which you can improve 
your garden in order to add value to 
your property and attract potential 
buyers. 

■ Turn over to pages 32 and 33 to 
find out more. 

We will also be examining ways in 
which you can get your dream bath¬ 
room - with tips on wallpaper and 
bathroom accessories and advice 
from a number of design experts. 

■ Turn to pages 34 and 35 to read 
more about this. 

What’s more, we will be running a 
competition and we are looking for 
nominations from people around the 
county. 

■ To find out more about this, turn 
over to pages 36 to 38. 

We hope that you enjoy this supple¬ 
ment and the Bank Holiday weekend. 

Continues over page 




Just a few of our products, pop in to see the complete range 


Specialist Decking available 
Grassdeck Pro/ Walksure/ composite 

Reversible, treated decking 
150 x 32mm - £1.79 per m 2 . 
Lengths available 3.6m, 4.2m, 4.8m & 5.1 m 
For prices pop in or call! 

READY MIXED CONCRETE/SCREED 
• FENCING • BRICKS • TIMBER 




Textured & 
Raven slabs 

Colours available 
red/ buff/ light 
grey/ dark grey 

Textured slabs 
from £3.99 each! 



Decorative 

aggregates 

and large 
rockery stones 



Trade & Retail Open: Mon-Fri 7.00-5.30pm Open all-day Saturday 

GILLINGHAM Sarena House, Bredgar Road, Gillingham, Kent ME8 6PL 
Telephone 01634 366040 Fax 01634 23291 
Email: salesgillingham@mbs.uk.com www.mitchambuildersmerchant.co.uk 
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Bathroom Showroom 
& Plumbers Merchants 

Wide Range of Bathroom 
Suites & Showers 

Boilers, Radiators & Controls 

Wide Range of Spares & Parts 

Domestic & Trade Welcome 

Friendly, Experienced 
& Knowledgeable Service 


FREE Local Delivery 







V 


J 


48 High Street, Strood, Rochester, Kent ME2 4AR 


01634 730392 


www.globeplumbing.co.uk 
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Homes & Gardens 



g some tips on garden sheds 


By Julia Gray 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


Ith the 
weather get¬ 
ting warm¬ 
er, many 

people will 
be pleased to have the oppor¬ 
tunity to get out into the 
garden. 

With summer on the way, 
now could be the perfect time 
to instal a garden shed, or give 
your existing one a revamp. 

For those planning to carry¬ 
ing out some DIY in the com¬ 
ing weeks, here are five top 
tips about garden sheds that 
can help. 

1. Garden sheds are usual¬ 
ly either wooden or metal. The 
metal ones are often easier 
and quicker to build and, un¬ 
like wood, need little mainte¬ 
nance. 

They’re more resistant to 
fire, rodents and insects than 
wooden ones, although can be 
less able to withstand storms 
and high winds, are noisy 
when it’s raining and are hot 
inside during summer and 
cold in winter. 

2. Wooden sheds generally 
look more attractive and, be¬ 
cause they’re made from a 
natural material, blend into 
the garden better. If you’re not 
keen on a natural look, it’s 
easy to jazz them up. 

Garden wood paints, such 
as the Cuprinol Garden Shades 
range (currently on offer at 
B&Q, two 2.51tr tins for £30), 
come in lots of different col¬ 


ours these days, so there’s 
something for everyone. 

Stripes, for example, create 
a beach-hut effect, while 
creamy yellows and pastel 
greens and blues are perfect 
for a pretty pop of colour that’s 
not too jarring. Unless they’re 
pre-treated, wooden sheds 
should first be treated with 
wood preserver. 

Aesthetics aside, applying 
garden-wood paint or stain 
should also help prolong the 
life of the shed, as will main¬ 
taining it from time to time. 

3. Your shed will need a 



firm base, typically a concrete 
slab. Wooden sheds should 
come with a floor, whereas 
metal sheds usually have the 
concrete base as the floor. 

It’s certainly possible to lay 
the base and build the shed 
yourself if you’re an experi¬ 
enced and competent DIYer. 

An easier option would be 
to get a landscape gardener or 
builder to do it, although this 
can be expensive, especially 
with a large shed. 

You may be able to pay ex¬ 
tra for the manufacturer to 
erect the shed when it’s deliv¬ 
ered, but the base will already 
need to be in place. 


REVAMP: Garden sheds can be a good addition to your outdoor space and are usually either 
wood or metal 


4. If you’re short of living 
space indoors, then a garden 
shed can be converted into 
something more than just 
storage. 

As long as it’s easily acces¬ 
sible from the house and (pref¬ 
erably) has electricity and in¬ 
sulation, it can be an ideal 
place to do quiet or noisy ac¬ 
tivities. Sheds can make good 
workrooms or studios or be 
used as music or games rooms, 
home offices, gyms or dens. 


5. Fitting out your shed 
with everything needed to 
make it useable and comforta¬ 
ble won’t necessarily be cheap, 
but it should be cheaper than 
moving house. You can con¬ 
vert an existing shed, or buy 
one tailored to your needs, 
complete with all mod cons. 
Specialist companies produce 
off-the-shelf and bespoke de¬ 
signs, including contempo¬ 
rary garden buildings, with 
everything included for a fully 
functioning room. 
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cing up garaen can ne p you se 



S PRING is a good 
time to sell your 
home. The weath¬ 
er is improving, 
people aren’t yet 
going away on their sum¬ 
mer holidays and the gar¬ 
den is bursting into life. 

Making sure you mow 
the lawn and keep your 
flower beds tidy could be 
your most profitable pas¬ 
time, according to new 
research. 

Some 72 per cent of 
2,000 home owners who 
took part in a survey con¬ 
ducted by National Garden¬ 
ing Gift Vouchers believe 
that a presentable garden 
adds value to a home. 

First impressions are im¬ 
portant and if your front 
garden needs a quick make¬ 
over, consider buying a cou¬ 
ple of standard trees or 
shrubs to put either side of 
the front door for a grander 
entrance. 

Tatty steps can be masked 
with pots of evergreens 
which will last even when 
spring and summer are 
over, just in case you don’t 


sell the house immediately. 

Hide eyesores such as 
dustbins by putting up a 
framework of trellis in front 
of them and plant fast¬ 
growing climbers over it, 
even if you have to plant the 
climbers in pots. 

Certain design strategies 
can help make the garden 
seem bigger. If you have a 
narrow or L-shaped gar¬ 
den, consider dividing into 
two areas and introduce 
archways or pergolas 
which will make it seem 
bigger. 

Add curves to a bed to 
make it more interesting, 
while strategically-placed 
outdoor mirrors can also 
make an area feel greater. 

They say the smell of 
bread baking or freshly 
brewed coffee helps sell a 
house, but a gorgeously fra¬ 
grant front garden may 
also help, if you plant low 
lavender hedges along the 
driveway or other scented 
plants near your front door. 

Eden Project horticultur¬ 
ist Lucy Wenger offers these 
budget-conscious tips: 



PROFITABLE: Keeping lawns and flower beds tidy can be a big help 


Budget bedding plants 

A tray of tagetes (marigolds) or antirrhinum (snapdragons) will add 
instant colour to your garden. They come in a range of bright oranges, 
reds and yellows and both will bloom beautifully throughout the 
summer. 

Look out for argyranthemums, whose bright and cheerful daisy 
flowers bloom in an array of colours. 

They look great in the garden or in big flower pots, but don’t plant 
them out until the last frosts have passed, usually around late May. 
Feed them weekly with tomato food in the summer and keep them well 
watered in the heat - snip off any dead flower heads to keep them look¬ 
ing good. They should last until the end of the summer. 



Hanging baskets 

Make the approach to your front door fresh and invit¬ 
ing with a fragrant hanging basket. Use multi-purpose 
compost and add water-retaining gel. Trailing surfinias 
(try Surfinia ‘Blue Vein’ for scent as well) and bacopa 
should thrive in a sunny spot, but for shadier corners, try 
lobelia and trailing fuchsia to create a lush display. Feed 
them weekly in the summer with tomato food and keep 
well watered - which may mean twice a day in summer. 


Lawn care 

Create a greener, lusher lawn by feeding and seeding it. 
Regular mowing in the summer should keep it healthy. 
Between May and August, pick a cool, moist day to apply 
a summer lawn fertiliser or chicken manure pellets. 
Sprinkle them across your lawn and lightly water. 



Juwel 
Aquarium 
with Free 
cabinet 


Aquatic Centre 


Establishe in 1999 we are 
ntp ext Jely well known for 
our friendly yet professional 
jcustomfer service and advice. 

We specialise in providing 
many types of marine, pond, 
cold water and tropical fish 
to fill your aqua^jrim, as well 
as fishJanks to help you grow 
your collection. 


ONLY £595 


For all your Aquatic needs: 

• Marine • Tropical 

• Coldwater • Ponds 

• Aquariums • Pond Plants 

• Glass Fibre Ponds I Pumps 

• Liners and much more 
Also now available 

• Chicken Coops 

• Rabbit/Guinea Pig 
Hutches & Runs 


All offers 
subject to 
availability 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk 142 London Road I Teynham I ME9 9QN 

01795 520023 iwww.littlefishshop.co.uk 

Open Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4 



AZs SOUTHEAST 

STONE LIMITED 
Granite and Quartz Worktops 






We are the leading specialist suppliers of granite worktops, quartz worktops 
in Kent. We are proud to offer the very finest quality work surfaces at great 
prices. Feel free to contact us for no obligation quotes and advice. 

South East Stone Limited are a leading supplier, manufacturer and installer 
of Stone worktops in Kent. We pride ourselves on our dedication to our 
customers, which ensures that a friendly, helpful and high quality service is 
always provided. 

We have a team of highly skilled stonemasons and qualified fitters. This 
allows us to provide our customers with a complete service, which means 
that you will only be dealing with us from start to finish. Our commitment 
to quality ensures that our customers are always delighted as we strive for 
perfection with each design and installation. 

We specialise in the manufacture and installation of: 

• Worktops • Bar Tops •Vanity Tops 

• Stone Floors • Fireplaces • Tiles 

If we can be of any further assistance, then please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 


T: 017945 843613 
E: s.e.stone@hotmail.com 
W: www.southeaststoneltd.co.uk 
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PRESENTABLE: Spring is a good time to try and sell your home 


Perk up your paintwork 

Revitalise wooden fences, gates and sheds 
by giving them a lick of paint, using paint 
specifically designed for outside use. To fo¬ 
cus attention on the plants, use a colour to 
divert the eye away from fences and gates 
such as holly green. This will make them 
melt into the background. 

Jane Templar, garden buyer at Homebase, 


suggests: “Think about creating a walkway, 
either through or around your garden. 

“This provides a route for potential buyers 
when they are looking around and means 
they don’t get muddy as they go. Stone 
makes for a good path in almost any home, 
although if your house has a cottage-like 
feel, consider a gravel path, as this is more in 
keeping with the style of the property.” 



Treat your garden to a 
Summer Makeover 


Fences need replacing? 


Call our friendly team on 


FENCING. 


Mon-Fri: 7.30-5pm. Saturday: 8.00-lpm 


TIMBER FENCING GATES 

Huge Choice - Large Stocks - Great Prices 


Let us help you create your 
own unique garden 

with our huge choice of 
Fence Panels Gates 
Trellis & Lattice 
Post & Rail Sleepers 
Timber & Stakes Decking 
Wire & Concrete 
Arches & Arbors 


Expert Advice & Great Service 

Deliveries throughout SE London, East Sussex and Kent 


217-223 Sutton Road. Maidstone. Kent ME15 9BJ (free parking) 

Find us online at: www.challengefencing.com 



^ _ 

r STQNECRAFT 

Paving Centre 


yBeautiful Gardens Set 

in Stone ” 




SOmm 

***/■« £t IQ 
0* WA iik VAT. 
AW Colours 


The Largest Indoor 
Showroom in Kent! 


10% off 

(NIK 

******* Packs 


Buy Direct from the manufacturer 

Most of our centres have beautiful landscaped gardens designed to 
Inspire you. Sicmecraft Paving tan offer you everything you need to 
create your Ideal patio or driveway. We offer quality products will) 
huge savings. Visit our centres and compare our prices with 
other leading outlets. 

Medway City Estate, Whttewai Rwd, Strood, Kent ME2 «W 

Tel: 01634 724667 1 am 01634 721907 wwwjtonecfaftpaving.to.uk 
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ow to create your dream bathroom 



DECORATION: There are a number of ways you can transform your bathroom 


By Gabrielle Fagan 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


A RE you living the bath¬ 
room dream? The ulti¬ 
mate space for a wash- 
and-brush-up should 
also double up as a spoil¬ 
ing home-spa for relaxing - and your 
room is sadly lacking if it’s not offer¬ 
ing both. 

Before you take the plunge on a re¬ 
vamp though, it’s wise to consider the 
look you wish to create. I t’s all too 
easy to get submerged in the diverse 
range of styles available, from tradi¬ 
tional to chic contemporary, and a 
whole lot in-between. 

“In general, UK bathrooms are 
small and getting smaller, so it’s vital 
to make use of every inch of space,” 
says Robin Levien, international de¬ 
signer at Ideal Standard. 

“One of the most popular contem¬ 
porary looks is modern and minimal, 
but not clinical. We’re seeing a desire 
for a clutter-free room, where storage 
solutions keep everything, from tow¬ 
els to toothbrushes, out of sight until 
they’re needed. This helps make the 
area a peaceful sanctuary.” 

Luxury touches - underfloor heat¬ 
ing, LED lighting and anti-steam mir¬ 
rors - are rapidly becoming must- 


haves, and technology is increasingly 
playing a role, enabling lighting, 
sound and water systems to be pro¬ 
grammed and controlled remotely. 

Choose from one of three looks, for 
a bathroom to boast about. 

Tropical zone 

Create your own little bathing par¬ 
adise with sultry, exotic decor. 

“The bathroom continues to be a 
key element in homes, playing a mul¬ 
ti-purpose, multi-function role. It’s 
an oasis of escapism and relaxation, a 
place for reinvigoration, transforma¬ 
tion, and even somewhere to pose, 
ponder and play,” says Mr Levien. 

“Increasingly, this room’s borrow¬ 
ing decorative elements more tradi¬ 
tionally found in the rest of the home, 
and picking up influences from the 
catwalk. There’s a current trend for 
dramatic dark colours and pattern on 
walls and floors, which with good 
lighting, can actually make a space 
seem bigger, as well as delivering that 
boutique-hotel feel.” 

Floral patterns and bright botani¬ 
cal colours, like dark purple, rouge 
and matte greens, are soon set to fea¬ 
ture strongly, as a Seventies-vibe 
makes its mark in bathrooms. But 
avoid going too retro - an avocado 
green suite is never a good look. 

Drummonds’ free-standing Spey 


Bath can be bespoke-painted to fea¬ 
ture a lush tropical design, from 
£2,975 (excluding VAT). 

Follow the theme with a palm leaf 


Abyss and Habidecor Feuille Bath 
Mat, £198, Amara. 

Alternatively, create a more purse- 
friendly far-away setting with a wall 


done up with Indigo Tropical Wallpa¬ 
per, £80 a roll, Gillian Arnold, and 
accessorise with Aqua Tropical Print 
Towels, currently reduced from £10- 









OUTDOOR LIVING. ELEVATED. 





/ _ _ 

y i 
y 


Trex is one of the most durable composite decking 
products on the market and is guaranteed for 25 years 
residehtially and 10 years commercially. 


CA\/C Show this advert in branch 
V C to qualify for this offer! 

5% 


Da rtf or d branch only. Term* & Condition* apply, 
ask In-branch for detail* 


HOWARTH TIMBER 
6 BUILDING SUPPLIES 

- DARTFORD - 


Come and see us at Nelson Works, Hythe Street Lower, Dartford, Kent DAI 1 BN. Tel. 0330 119 2459 
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ACCESSORIES: Different themes can provide a great look 


£30 to £8-£24 each, Debenhams. Palm branches are £16.95 each, will 
Real tropical plants, or faux ones play up the hot-house theme, 
from Miafleur, whose Artificial Areca 


f\ 

C 



Safe harbour 

Blue and white’s a classic and time¬ 
less choice for bathrooms, because it’s 
fresh, crisp and evokes a relaxing 
coastal retreat. 

“It’s the subtle finishing touches 
which make a big difference, so con¬ 
sider taps and fixtures and fittings as 
the perfect way to refresh an existing 
sink or bath, and think about these 
carefully when choosing a new bath¬ 
room style,” says Chris Taylor, design 
expert at tap and shower specialists, 
Bristan. 

“Metallic finishes - gold, brass and 
copper, through to brushed steel - are 
popular this year. For a classic look, 
use a chunky mixer spout to create 
sleek elegance combined with tradi¬ 
tional style. Add contrasting blue 


nautical-style accessories for a 
striking, stylish scheme.” 

Hotels treat furniture as inter¬ 
changeable for the sleeping, living 
and bathing areas of a room. Keep 
that aesthetic with pieces which 
don’t shout ‘bathroom’, whether 
it’s a rug, dressing table or bath¬ 
room chandelier. 

Refresh a bathroom by updating 
taps - far cheaper than a full refit. 
Bristan’s comprehensive selection 
includes a handsome chrome-plat¬ 
ed brass Flute Tall Basin Mixer, 
£210. New handles can also give a 
lift, and Chloe Alberry has an unri¬ 
valled collection. 

Supermarket chain George Home 
makes it easy to work a nautical 
look. Its range, mostly available in 
stores only (with some items online) 
features a new blue and white Tattoo 
collection (think anchors, sailing 
ships and seabirds), which includes a 
Shower Curtain, £8; Bath Towel, £6; 
Striped Hand Towel, £4; Soap Dis¬ 
penser, £5, and Tumbler, £3. For 
more ‘ship ahoy’ touches, pile up a 
trolley with their Porthole Mirror, £7; 
Chevron Print Baskets, £7 for set of 
two, and Sailing Boat Ornament, 
£15. 

New wave 

Natural, organic materials are up- 
and-coming stars in the bathroom. 

“Today’s best looking bathrooms 
feature luxurious natural materials 
and finishes,” says James Lentaigne, 
Drummonds’ sales and marketing di¬ 
rector. 


“Cast iron and crisp white enamel, 
substantial brassware, artisan tiles, 
wood and wood veneers, beautifully 
figured marbles and plenty of glass,” 
he suggests. “Trends are moving 
away from fitted furniture towards 
individual free-standing pieces. For a 
contemporary feel, choose simple and 
streamlined pieces. 

“There’s a new focus on lighting - 
the best schemes incorporate a varie¬ 
ty of light sources, all controlled indi¬ 
vidually to suit mood.” 

Traditional ‘brick style’ White Met¬ 
ro Tiles, £19.50 per square metre, 
create a striking look. Lay them in a 
herringbone, geometric pattern us¬ 
ing a dark grey or black grout for a 
contemporary edge, and play up a 
natural theme on the floor with Cor¬ 
nish Driftwood Light Tile, £4.95 each 
of £55 per square metre, Topps Tiles. 

Dark wood furniture makes a state¬ 
ment in a room decorated in neutral 
shades, and John Lewis’ free-stand¬ 
ing Bali range is brilliant value and 
good-looking: Tallboy, £195, and 
Mirrored Double Wall Cabinet, £95. 
Its roomy Two Tone Laundry Basket, 
£69, could be perfect for towels or 
laundry. 

There’s an informal elegance about 
ladder storage, and Red Candy’s Um¬ 
bra Hub ladder starts from £100. 
Clutter’s the enemy these days, so pop 
toiletries in Chevron Bamboo Bas¬ 
kets, from £38 each, MiaFleur. 
Dunelm’s bursting with bathroom 
bargains, including a Purity Hamper, 
from £19.99, and a ‘Calm’ Wood 
Hanging Word, £7.99. 



PLANT & SHRUB WHOLESALER 

OPEN WEEKEND 


Open to the public 3 rd /4 th /5 th June, l st /2 nd /3 rd July, 
26 th /27 th /28 th /29 th August, 

9 th /10 th /1 I th & 30 th September, l st /2 nd October 


For the very best in plants & shrubs - All home grown quality plants 


PLUCKLEY ROAD, BETHERSDEN, NR ASHFORD TN26 3ET 

www.stonegreennurseries.co.uk 

WE ONLY OPEN ON DATES ADVERTISED 


ACERS 4- ALPINES 4- CLEMATIS 4- CLIMBERS 4- GRASSES 
HERBACEOUS PLANTS ♦ SHRUBS ♦ TREES ♦WISTERIAS 


VISA 


Vi: 
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2016 KENT LIFE 

GARDEN 

COMPETITION 

Entries are invited to the 2016 Kent Life Garden Competition, run 
in association with Hadlow College, Coolings Garden Centre and 
in support ofellenor. This year sees new categories and partners: 
Diocese of Canterbury, Visit Kent, Kent God's Acre Project and 
Action with Communities in Rural Kent. Pictures by: Leigh Clapp 


GARDENERS are being urged to enter a top 
annual competition celebrating the very best 
horticultural efforts from around the county. 

Organised by our sister title - the glossy 
lifestyle magazine dedicated to celebrating 
the county, Kent Life - there are a host of cat¬ 
egories to enter and some great prizes to be 
won. 

But the deadline for entries is fast ap¬ 
proaching so don’t delay - enter today! 

The seventh annual Kent Life Garden 
Awards has three new categories this year, 
with the winners picking up £200 of Cool¬ 
ings vouchers, coverage in Kent Life and the 
chance to attend a hugely popular awards 
ceremony. 

Thanks to the involvement of new part¬ 


ners there are now two new categories - 
bringing the total now to five. 

This means it is able to celebrate a wider 
range of gardens or habitats created or tend¬ 
ed by groups who are part of the lives of 
Kent’s many communities. Now these spe¬ 
cial spaces include big gardens open to the 
paying public, community gardens and 
churchyards. 

From a shortlist of entries, an expert judg¬ 
ing panel will select the ultimate winner. 

Deadline for entries is June 10. 

For more details visit www.kentgardena- 
wards.co.uk - or fill in the forms on these 
pages and send them to: Kent Life Garden 
Competition, Kent House, 81 Station Road, 
Ashford TN23 1PP. 


KENTISH GARDEN 
OF THE YEAR 

Category sponsor: Visit Kent 

KENT GARDEN</ENGLAND B 


Your name: 


Address: 


Description/notes: 


Information to include about your garden 

• The garden must be open regularly to the Phone number (home and mobile) 

paying public, and at least four acres in size 

• Tell us something of the visitor experience 

• Is it accessible? 

• How does it reflect something of the 

character of Kent? Email:. 

• What other services may visitors enjoy? 

• Describe your garden (300 words max). 


Swans have been supplying top-quality kitchens 
and bathrooms at best-value prices to customers 
throughout the south of England for 30 years. We 
specialise in top-of-the-range German kitchen 
units and worktops, plus appliances. 

Swans will create the kitchen of your dreams, 
tailored to your personal needs but at superstore 
prices. 

You’ll be amazed at our amazing quality and 
service and value-for-money prices... 


TOP OF THE RANGE. 

AMAZING QUALIT 

kitchens, 
bathrooms & 

aTE Toneypw®. 


Bedrooms,. „ 

Sleep well. 

in your new, top quality bedroom from Swans 





01474 569070 

www.swanskitchens-bathrooms.co.uk 

80 Parrock Road, 
Gravesend, Kent 

DAI 2 1QF 

I Svitfts 1 

, A /A/**. /EvJCmm.. ty /jLAm*., 
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AMATEUR/HOME 
GARDEN OF THE YEAR 

Category sponsor: Kent Life 

Kent Life 

Your name: . 

Address:. 

Description/notes:. 



Information to include about your garden 

• What size is your garden? 

• What style is your garden? 

• How old is your garden? 

• Did you create it? 

Phone number (home and mobile) 


• How long have you been gardening this plot? 

• Have you had help from a designer or gardener? 

• Are there any special features you would like noted? 

• Describe your garden (300 words max). 

Email:. 



COMMUNITY GARDEN 
OF THE YEAR 

Category sponsors: Action with 
Communities in Rural Kent and 
Kent God’s Acre Project 




Your name: 


Address: 


Description/notes: 


Information to include about your garden 

• Criteria behind project 

• Its aims 

• Who is involved 

• How it helps/ engages with/ 
involves the community 

• Eco/sustainability 


Phone number (home and mobile) 


Email: 





S HFARBARN 

HOLIDAY PARK 


HASTINGS 
HIDDEN GEM 


• 46 weeks Owner season 

• Private parking bay with each Lodge 

• A beautiful home from home experience 

• Private Fishing Lake • On Park Bakery 

• Convenience Store 

A unique combination of landscapes, from the rural with the 660 acre 
Hastings Country Park and lake that is literally on your doorstep, to the 
coastal, with three miles of unspoiled beach at Hastings offering the perfect 
environment to make the most of your precious leisure time. 


Shearbarn Holiday Park, Barley Lane, Hastings, TN35 5DX | We are 1 hour from London, 35 mins from M25,10 mins from A21. 
Tel: 01424 423 583 | www.shearbarnholidaypark.co.uk | Email: holidayhomeownership@shearbarn.co.uk 


A superb sea view location for your 
perfect holiday home. 

Shearbarn offers an exclusive holiday home 
environment, set in the hills above the historic 
town of Hastings, combined with outstanding 
facilities to create the perfect getaway. 

We are delighted to be able to offer pitches on our new 
exclusive Lakeside Development, unspoilt views to the 
ocean with our own private fishing lake beside you. 

You are now able to reserve your perfect location whilst 
you decide on your new Luxury Lodge. 


Shearbarn Holiday Park have teamed up with some of the 
Leading manufacturers based on Luxury, Build Quality and 
Value for Money. We have breath taking Lodges available 
from, Omar, Wessex, Prestige, Homeseeker and 
Pemberton all built to Residential Specification to enjoy 
during the colder months also. 

Plus in the facilities you can swim in our heated indoor 
pool, or work out in our gym, meet up with friends in our 
relaxing bar and restaurant, even go for a stroll within the 
Hastings Country Park, we are pet friendly also, after all 
they are part of the family. 
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PRIMARY SCHOOL 
GARDEN OF THE YEAR 

Category sponsor: Kent Life 

Kent Life 


Information to include about your garden 

• How many students/classes involved? 

• How many years has the garden been a part of 
the curriculum? 

Type of school garden 

• Productive • Flower • Wildlife • Water 

• Other (please specify) 


• Maintenance, - Watering, Weeding, Feeding 

• Eating produce 

• Are there any cross-curricular activities related 
to the garden? 

• Do you have any eco, sustainable projects and 
plans for the garden? 

• Tell us about the garden areas and the 
children’s connection (300 words max) 


Name of school: 


Address: 


Teachers/helpers involved with programme: 


Contact person’s phone (day and mobile): 


Contact person’s email: 


Description/notes: 


What activities are the children involved with? Teachers/helpers involved with programme: 

• Planning • Designing • Preparing 

• Choosing plants • Planting • Propagating . 

• Observing • Experimenting 


BEST SCHOOL SACRED 
SPACE GARDEN 

Category sponsor: Diocese of Canterbury 



Name of school: 


Address: 


Description/notes: 


Information to include about your garden 

• How many students/classes involved? Teachers/helpers involved with programme: 

• How many years has the garden been a part of 
the curriculum? 

• What activities are the children involved with? Contact person’s phone (day and mobile): 

What activities are the children involved with? 

• Planning • Designing • Preparing Contact person’s email: . 

• Choosing plants • Other resources 

• Tell us about the garden areas and the . 

children’s connection (300 words max) 



Free estimates with no obligation. 
Detailed structural surveys and building 
reports are available at your request. We 
work in England and the South of France. 


CROSS 


Repairs & Renovation | Building maintenance 
Loft Conversions I Extensions 


Sympathetic repairs to listed and period homes. 


www.cross-builders.co.uk 


Telephone/Fax: 01303 211 805 Mobile: 07966 496 911 
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PLASTERING 
DRY LINING 
DAMP PROOFING 
TIMBER TREATMENTS 
MEMBRANE SYSTEM 
WET & DRY ROT 


25 Years Insurance 
backed Guarantee 


Aquatics 


Builders 


ELECTRICIANS 






Aquatic Centre 

Established in 1999, we are now extremely weii known for our 
friendly yet professional customer service and advice. We specialise 
in providing many types of marine, pond, eold water and tropical 
fish to fill your aquarium, as well as fish tanks to help you grow your 
collectiarnfJT 

a For all your Aquatic needs: 

• Marine • Tropical • Coldwater • Prfnds • 
Aquariums • Pond Plants • Glass Fibre Ponds 
• Pumps • Liners and much more 
r * V Also now available^ 

\ *- \ •Chicken Coops* Rabbit fUiiin^a fig 

\ A Hutches & Runs 

__ ■ | www.littlefishshop.co.uk 


Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm Sunday 10am-4pm 


FENCING 


FIRES & STOVES 


NURSERIES 


VERANDAS 


SBI Verandas & Awnings 


Rosemary Nurseries 

Manston Road, Margate CT9 4LT ^ 

yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 

Find us between Margate Cemetery and the Spitfire Museum @ Kent Int. Airport 


• Blossom and fruiting Trees • New seasons shrubs • Roses • Groundcover and 
Cottage Garden Plants • Herbs • Seasonal Bedding £1.80 per tray 
• Plants for Baskets and Tubs £1.40 each 
Summer Baskets available from the end of May 
Basket filling service 

bring your baskets to us now to make and grow on - collect them at the end of May 

Opening hours Mon - Sat 9-5 Sun 10-4 


-i|HV 


ANDYGRAHAM 

BUILDER 

30 years experience 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, aerials, alarms, 
FREE quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 
For enquiries call 

01227 712790 

^K^cootractor 07889 


Brickwork - Garden Walls, Patios, Renovations 
Pointing - All types undertaken 
Mathematical Tiling - The smart alternative to cladding 

General Building 


T 07522 232390 E andyg5446@gmail.com 


SOUTHGATE 


Glass Verandas with traditional or modern looks. 
Remote control awnings and large patio covers. 


B&K MASTERS & SON 


Which? 


All kinds of commercial and private 
fencing, landscaping 
and groundwork. 

FREE ESTIMATE. 

For further details 


Contact us now! 
t: 01795 842242 | f: 01795 844306 
sales@b-kmastersandson.co.uk 


FLOORING 


(Mason a looi ing 

YOUR ONE-STOP FLOORING SHOP 

• WOODEN FLOORING • ALL TYPES OF CARPETS 

• LAMINATE FLOORING 

• LUXURY VINYL TILES 

• VINYL FLOORING • FREE FITTING 


• FREE ESTIMATES 


TEEPIINE 1110 317712 

11-13 STATION RD SWANLEY BR8 8ES 


SPEAK TO AN 
EXPERT, NOT JUST 
A SALESMAN! 


WHITSTA 
Stove Sf 


HNing and Multi- Fuel stoves 


nrnnfl fit HI 


OVIM flROm. CHMIWkl. 

• Cc hamic dn>fn«NOt.riM* 

*n CMAftCOAL. KIMOllNa AM3 inrt* 




2 SADOLETON ROAD. CT5 4JB 
01227 266209 
whits tabljlstovilshop.co.uk 


■I/- 


17 Westcliff Road, Ramsgate, Kent, CT11 9JP 
01843 596176 | 01227 209895 | 07732 973468 
damptecplastering@gmail.com 
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COOLINGS 


The Gardener's Garden Centre 


Valid 28/5/2016 until 30/5/2016 


>NLY £3 


English Breakfast 
Buffet - 6 Items 
(Normally £4.55) 

In Arthurs Restaurant 
for up to 6 people 


■fm* 

COOLINGS 


Valid 28/5/2016 until 5/6/2016 


COOLINGS 


Rushmore Hill, 
Knockholt, TN14 7NN 


Valid 28/5/2016 until 5/6/2016 


COOLINGS 


Between 9:00am - 9:30am 


01959 532269 


(When spending 
£30 or more) 

At Coolings The Gardener’s 
Garden Centre 

(Excluding Arthurs Restaurant) 


facebook.com 

/coolingsnurseries 


Valid upon presentation of this voucher between the above dates, for one 
redemption of the stated offer in a single transaction. Only one voucher 
may be used per transaction. May not be valid in combination with selected 
products/discounts/promotions. We reserve the right to amend this offer 
and terms without notice. KONSU160525 


Subject to availability. Valid upon presentation of this voucher between the 
times shown on the above dates, for redemption of the stated offer in a single 
transaction. Only one voucher may be used per transaction. May not be valid 
in combination with selected products/discounts/promotions. We reserve 
the right to amend this offer and terms without notice. KONSU 160525 




Valid 28/5/2016 until 5/6/2016 

COoSlGs] 

Buy 1 Get 

A 

l l FREE 


Armeria 


Ballerina Red 


(1.5L Pot, £5.99) 


At Coolings The Gardener’s 


Garden Centre 

CM 

Subject to availability. Valid upon presentation of this voucher 

between the 

above dates, for one redemption of the stated offer in a single 
Only one voucher may be used per transaction. May not 
combination with selected discounts/promotions. We reserve 
amend this offer and terms without notice. KONSU 160525 

transaction, 
be valid in 
the right to 

✓ 


38 Week ending May 29,2016 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 




















































Court Mount Park, Birchington.... 

A totally new way of life for the over 55’s! 

Luxurious park homes for sale in a secure , private environment . 
Show home available or order to your own specifications 


K The Sensational / ^ ■ n i i -i / / 

1 MiMl Exceptionally luxurious homes available 

li vonmauiuiMrfflhomemf r • i- 1 • 1 

. , KM9 / rar immediate occupation, each with 

07768 872386to t fully integrated kitchens 

Court Mount has some beautiful water 
£ 185 , 000 ! gardens and an abundance of tropical 

plants, palm trees and 18th century 
Italian statues 





Parks at: 

The Foxhunter Park 

Monkton 

Court Mount 

Birchington 

Bluebell Woods 

Broad Oak, Canterbury 


www.saundersparkhomes.co.uk 

Tel: 01843 841657 Mob: 07768 872386 

Canterbury Road, Birchington CT7 OBU 
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Visit: 

www.bybrook-barn.co.uk 



YOUR L( 
GARDEN 



LET'S GO Gi 




RESTAURANT 



EARLY 
BIRD 
BREAKFAST 


BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE 


ONLY £6.99 


UNTIL 11:30AM 



TIME TO COLOU 




PLANT YOll 
BEDDIIS 





Open daily Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm 

Canterbury Road, Kennington, Ashford TN24 9JZ (M20 Junction 9, A28) 
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DCAL INDEPENDENT 
JCENTRE 


See more on our 
Facebook Page 




ARDENING! 


R YOUR GARDEN 


IR SUMMER 
IG NOW 


R YOUR GARDEN 


FURNITURE FOR EVERY OCCASION 


INTERIOR FURNITURE 


facebook.com/BybrookBarn 
Tel: 01233 631959 | www.bybrook-barn.co.uk 


QUALITY 

OAK 

CANE 

SOFAS 
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Historic tower sale sparks 
controversy over its funding 

Chris Murphy on the latest twist in the saga of Hadlow Tower as it prepares to be 
sold on the open market; despite £4m investment of grant and lottery funding... 


I T HAS been dubbed a real life 
Rapunzel’s Tower but this re¬ 
markable building in Kent 
could become one of the most 
unusual homes in the country. 
But that has caused a major contro¬ 
versy locally, and even the lottery 
fund is angry. 

Hadlow Tower, near Tonbridge, 
has been used as a luxury holiday 
home, commanding as much as 
£2,000 a week after it was taken 
over, restored - using lottery funding 
- and made a retreat. 

The firm behind it, the Vivat Trust, 
collapsed, however, and now it is on 
the open market. 

Just like Rapunzel who was locked 
away in the tallest tower and only 
rescued when she let down her long 
hair, the Hadlow Tower was also built 
to contain a hapless woman. 

This 175-foot tall Grade I listed 
tower, one of the tallest single proper¬ 
ties in the UK, was built in 1838. 
Known as May’s Folly, it was commis¬ 
sioned by wealthy businessman Wal¬ 
ter May to house his wife, whom he 
suspected of conducting a love affair 
with a local farmer. 



But near 200 years later, it is set to 
change hands again when it is sold 
through agents Eddisons, based in 
London. 

Associate director of the agents, 
Abdul Jambo, said: “It will be down to 
the new buyer to decide what to do 



with their purchase. 

“But it would certainly be one of 
Britain’s most novel private homes if 
that is what they decide to do with it. 
It is higher than Nelson’s Column to 
give it some perspective if anyone has 
not seen it.” 


And he did point out: “The Vivat 
Trust was using the properties as hol¬ 
iday homes, so a similar or residential 
use is the obvious choices for the 
properties. 

“However on Hadlow Tower the 
trust did accept grant monies which 
suggest the property must be open to 
the public during a set period every 
year.” 

Having survived the Second World 
War, where it was used as an obser¬ 
vation tower to warn of incoming 
waves of Luftwaffe aircraft, the goth¬ 
ic masterpiece was seriously dam¬ 
aged in the great storm of 1987. 

Some 30 years later, the Vivat 
Trust took it over and with the help of 
cash from fundraisers, the lottery, 
and English Heritage, and a full resto¬ 
ration was carried out at a cost of 
around £4m. 

Now Vivat has gone into liquida¬ 
tion, the tower is on the market - a 
move which worries locals. 

Caroline Elcombe, from the Save 
Hadlow Tower Action Group, said: “I 
am very angry we are being ignored. 
I put 15 years of my life in to getting 
this building restored. We are all pas¬ 



sionate about this building.” 

A spokesman for the Heritage Lot¬ 
tery Fund said: “We are currently in 
dialogue with the joint liquidators re¬ 
garding its future. In light of our in¬ 
vestment in the building, we will be 
working closely with them to ensure it 
continues to be properly cared for with 



Representative Finance Example 


FIAT PANDA 1.2 LOUNGE with FIAT i-Deal Finance 

On the road price from 

£9810 

Opt Fin Payment (inc £10 fee) 

£2551 

Deposit contribution 

£1400 

Tot amount payable by cust 

£9613 

Customer deposit 

£999 

Rate of interest fixed 

6.05% 

Amount of credit 

£7411 

Representative APR 

6.1% 

47 monthly payments 

£129 

Annual mileage 6000. Excess miles charge 

6p per mile. Duration of contract 48 months. 


J G Burgess & Company 

Ufton Lane, Sittingbourne ME10 1JB Tel 01795 423815 



Opening times:0800 - 1800 Mon-Fri, 8.30 - 1600 Sat. closed sun & public holidays 


Terms and conditions apply. Retail customers only. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offer may be varied 
at any time. With Fiat i-Deal you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment subject to the 
vehicle being in good condition & not exceeding an agreed annual mileage (6000 in the above example). Offer subject to 
status. A guarantee or indemnity may be required. Fiat Financial Services, PO Box 4465, Slough SL1 0RW. We work with a 
number of creditors to provide credit to our customers including FGA Capital. Offer valid for registrations by 30/06/2016 
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From an extra bedroom to a larger kitchen, we're 
perfectly placed to look after all your building projects, 
however large or small, from start to finish! 

Let us help you make your mark on your home... 
and we’ll clean up after! 

www.maintaintotalpropertycare.co.uk 

Canterbury 01227 207 111 
Ashford 01233 225 640 | Folkestone 01303 767 110 

Ramsgate, Margate & Broadstairs 01843 269 736 
Dover, Deal & Sandwich 01304 803 579 


Like and follow us for top 
tips and competitions 


North & West 
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SALE: The tower is one of west Kent’s most recognisable landmarks 


the appropriate level of public access. 

“However, if the property is sold to 
a private individual we will look at 
the possibility of recouping a percent¬ 
age of our £2.8m grant.” 

Backing them, local historian Roger 


Stanley said: “The lottery didn’t give all 
that money just so some rich individual 
could have a nice country pile. It is im¬ 
portant to Hadlow.” 

The agent said because it is so novel 
in design and pretty much nothing 


else like it exists in the UK, there is no 
guide price. Mrjambo said: “We have 
rarely, if ever, seen anything compa¬ 
rable come to the open market. 

“Because of this, we’ll be leaving 
the market to decide.” 




TRANSFORMED: Millions were invested to make it a holiday let 



aAe- ptAAonaMy tiwited to- auA 

SALE PREVIEW 
WEEKEND 

SATURDAY 28™ MAY 
SUNDAY 29™ MAY 
BANK HOLIDAY 
MONDAY 30™ MAY 

COME IN STORE TO RECEIVE AN 

*mm m% 


OFF ALL SALE PRICES 



FREE PARKING IN FRONT OF THE STORE. 

* Interest Free Credit available on all purchases over £1000. Plus Free Delivery. 
Subject to status, terms and conditions apply. 



Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 
Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ 

01227 463 550 | www.nasons.co.uk 
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FRENCH 

PROPERTY 

EXHIBITION 


SPONSORED BY 

BLEVINS@FRANKS 

INTERNATIONAL TAX & WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


The largest, most informative 
French property event in the UK 

Olympia Central, London 
16th - 18th September 


■ Browse from thousands of properties for sale throughout all regions of France 

■ Attend the free and informative seminar programme covering all aspects of buying in and moving to France 

■ Get free advice from the legal, financial, tax and currency experts 


Register for FREE TICKETS at www.fpeolympia.com 
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Blooming success for our experts 

County’s growers and designers bagged another clutch of gold medals during this year’s RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show in an event which saw its traditional blend of delightful displays and famous faces... 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


F OR gardeners, sunshine 
and showers is more often 
than not, the perfect com¬ 
bination to allow their 
gardens to flourish. 

So it was appropriate the garden¬ 
ing world’s premier event was bless¬ 
ed with both this week, as thou¬ 
sands flocked the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s Chelsea 
Flower Show. 

And there were plenty of smiles 
heading back to the county - not 
only from inspired visitors but also 
from the inspirational designers 
and teams who created another 
host of award-winning gardens. 
Among them were former Cran- 


brook designer, and previous win¬ 
ner, Jo Thompson who won a gold 
medal in the show garden category. 

Her garden design - the Chelsea 
Barracks Garden - will also be head¬ 
ing to the county - as it will become 
the centrepiece of the housing de¬ 
velopment under way at the Royal 
British Legion Village in Aylesford - 
dedicated to injured or sick former 
servicemen and women. 

Expected to be completed by the 
end of the year, the development 
will include purpose built apart¬ 
ments specifically designed to sup¬ 
port mobility needs of 300 ex-serv¬ 
icemen and women, and to help 
them to live independent lives. 

James Rudoni, director of RBLI 
Living, said: “It will be wonderful to 
have a garden designed by Jo 
Thompson at the heart of our new 


housing development, where it will 
contribute to the rehabilitation and 
recovery of veterans who have 
sacrificed so much to serve their 
country.” 

Ms Thompson, who was attend¬ 
ing her eighth year at the Chelsea 
Flower Show, said: “I am thrilled 
that the garden will be going to such 
a worthwhile home. 

“The Chelsea Barracks Garden is 
a traditional British rose garden, re¬ 
imagined for the 21st century. 

“I very much hope it will provide 
ex-service personnel with a beauti¬ 
ful place to enjoy and a tranquil set¬ 
ting to reflect, as well as offering the 
chance for residents to get involved 
with a range of activities to aid their 
recovery.” 

Other winners included Brook¬ 
field Plants in Ashford, which won 


gold in the Great Pavilion for its hos- 
tas, Downderry Nursery in Hadlow 
won gold in the Great Pavilion for its 
lavender. The gold for French firm 
Cayeux will be celebrated by Sue 
Marshall, who runs Iris of Sissing- 
hurst - she helped grow the award¬ 
winning bearded iris in the Great 
Pavilion. 

Meanwhile, Folkestone’s 
Simon Richards will be 
toasting the success of 
the M&S Spirit of Sum¬ 
mer display which he 
designed. 

The event opened 
to the public from 
Tuesday to Saturday. 

On the Monday, its 
preview day for invited 
guests, a host of senior 
royals paid a visit. 


Among them were the Queen, 
the Duke and Duchess of Cam¬ 
bridge, Prince Harry and Princess 
Beatrice. 

Other famous faces included Bond 
girl Rosamund Pike, Judi Dench, 
Rod Stewart and Katherine Jenkins. 
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OSNini 


•• 




Great Seasonal Colour • Large Trees and Shrubs 
• Hedging and Screening 

• Coffee Shop • Great Pot Selection 
• Soup Served Daily • Water Plants • Free Wifi 

• Very wheelchair friendly* (Hard Paving ) 

• High Rise Privacy Screening Gifts 




WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Mon to Sat - 9am to 5pm 
Sun & Bank Hols 10am to 4pm 
All welcome 




i/ 

Preston, nr Wingham, Canterbury CT3 1ED 

Tel: 01227 722250 


_r 


www* pres tongardencen tre * co * uk 
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EXHIBIT: The finishing touches are applied to a model version of HMS Victory, left, within the new building at Chatham Dockyard above. Below, timbers from the HMS Namur found on the site 

Dockyard’s £9m salute to treasure 
discovered beneath the floorboards 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


F OR anyone who has paid a 
visit over the years to the 
Historic Dockyard Chatham, 
you’ll know that the vast 
sprawling estate is a quite 
remarkable testament to Medway’s, 
and indeed the nation’s, maritime 
history. 

Everywhere you look, the relics of 
the heavy boat-building industry lies 
preserved around you; from the cav¬ 
ernous covered slips which once wit¬ 
nessed warships being built and 
equipped from the ground up, to the 
quarter of a mile long ropery where 
teams worked tirelessly to create the 
mile-upon-mile of ropes needed for 
the Navy fleet. 

You can almost smell the slabs of 
iron and hulking wooden timbers in 
the air, mingling with the gentle wa¬ 
ters of the mouth of the River Medway 
acting as the essential boundary of 
the 80-acre site. 

Since its closure in 1984 - a deci¬ 
sion which dealt a devastating blow 
to thousands of the local community 
who relied on it for their livelihood, 
be it directly or indirectly - it has 
since blossomed again as a unique 
tourist destination of international 
renown. 

Taken over by a trust tasked with 
its restoration, it pulls in some 
175,000 visitors a year - a figure 
which rises year-on-year - but now, 
for the first time, it has added, rather 
than renovated, a building on the 
site. 

It is a modest addition - a building 
which bridges the gap between two 
existing sites but which showcases a 
find unique in its historic 
significance. 

Because what lies within is the star 
attraction of a £9m addition to the 
dockyard which displays historical 
finds and background with the latest 
touch screen modern technology to 


tell the story of the golden age of sail. 
An era when Britain really did rule 
the waves. 

But the route to unveiling the im¬ 
pressive Command of the Oceans 
project was far from conventional - nor 
was the discovery of its centrepiece. 

When the Chatham Historic Dock¬ 
yard Trust said it wanted to make 
changes to the building back in 1995, 
it was advised by English Heritage 
that it should call in archaeologists to 
conduct a survey. 

It was not an unusual request; the 
site is festooned with buildings of sig¬ 
nificance - almost 50 are scheduled 
ancient monuments, the rest either 
Grade I or II listed. 

What they would find surprised 
everyone. 

While showing KoS around the at¬ 
traction, which opened this week, 
Alex Patterson, collections, galleries 
and visitor experience manager, ex¬ 
plained: “They got to the third layer 
and uncovered a different type of 
flooring - different to the Victorian 
panelling they had experienced. 

“They quickly came to realise it 


was from a ship’s planking and a high 
concentration of timbers.” 

Certainly re-using materials after 
ships were broken up for the con¬ 
struction of buildings or flooring was 
nothing new for the dockyard. 

Mr Patterson adds: “They would 
just reuse parts of boats. All the Royal 
Naval buildings were constructed 
from former warships. The Navy was 
one of the first upscalers in that 
respect. 

“Timber was so valuable, so they 
could make these huge buildings by 
building them out of ships. 

“There are buildings here which 
would have been made out of ships 
used during the Dutch Wars of the 
late 17th century for example.” 

What they had discovered were the 
remains of one of the most historical 
of warships - the HMS Namur. 

Its battle history outranks that of 
the likes of the HMS Victory, Nelson’s 
flagship at Trafalgar; historian Dan 
Snow described it as “the ship that de¬ 
fines the course of British history”. 

It served in the Seven Years War, 
the American War of Independence 


and the French revolution and Napo¬ 
leonic wars. 

Visitors will see all the 245 timbers 
exactly how they were found. It is a 
strangely awe-inspiring sight - huge 
imposing slices of wood lying in what 
feels like a moodily-lit underground 
chamber. The markings of tools from 
when the Namur was built at the 
dockyard in 1756 still clear to see. 

A little imagination of the feet that 
walked these planks, the sights the 
Namur would have seen, the places it 
travelled, stimulates the mind in¬ 
stantly. 

“It took about 10 years to identify 
it,” explains Mr Patterson. “Through 
measurements and the archive we 
started to look at when the building 
was created - and in 1834 a new floor 
was requested - so we looked at the 
ships being broken up at the time. 

“There were two - one of which 
was the Namur. Further study of 
measurements and marks on the tim¬ 
ber themselves identified it.” 

So just why was this ship’s skeleton 
laid here? 

“Look at the sheer scale and quan¬ 
tity of the beams lying here,” says Mr 
Patterson. “There’s far too many to 
support a floor - so there must have 
been a reason for it. 

“This is a unique find. A lot of ship 
finds are under water. The details are 
so much more than from the Mary 
Rose, for example. 

“None of the timbers have been 
lifted so the ground they are sat on is 
the ground on which they were laid 
in 1834. 

“Are we certain its the Namur? As 
much as we can be. By linking the 
surveys - laser and physically meas¬ 
uring them - and matching them to 
the type of ship.” 

One theory is that the dockyard’s 
captain superintendent at the time 
the floor was laid was Admiral James 
Alexanger Gordon. He had served on 
the vessel and it may have been his af¬ 
fection for the vessel which saw quite 


so many of its relics form part of the 
dockyard’s very structure. 

“But who knows,” says Mr Patter¬ 
son. “What we do know is that she 
was built here, launched here and 
ended her life here. 

“When discovered it was highlight¬ 
ed as one of the most important finds 
since the Mary Rose. It’s not complete 
but the 10 per cent we have is hugely 
significant. This is the original ship so 
hugely important in the national 
context.” 

In addition to the timbers, there is a 
large display of artefacts from the In¬ 
vincible - a French warship captured 
by the British in 1747 and used by 
Chatham’s shipwrights to create a 
new generation of warships for the 
Royal Navy. It sank by accident in 
Portsmouth in 1758 and was only re¬ 
discovered in 1979. The items recov¬ 
ered from the wreck have long laid in 
storage - until now. 

A range of items are on display 
from the 600 stored in Chatham. 

Funding for the £9m project came 
from a £4.8m grant from the Herit¬ 
age Lottery Fund, support from the 
Homes & Communities Agency, and 
the generosity of donors and the trust 
which runs the site. 

Visitors will find plenty of video dis¬ 
plays - presented by the BBC’s Fiona 
Bruce - and a host of interactive tab¬ 
lets to find out masses of background 
information. 

There’s also a wall which lists the 
names, roles and salaries of the 2,000 
workers at the dockyard at one point 
it is history - everyone from the ship¬ 
wrights to the rat catchers. 

Even if you have little prior interest 
of knowledge of this country’s naval 
past, then the Historic Dockyard 
Chatham has once again proved that 
it can educate, entertain and inspire 
in equal measure. 

■ Tickets for the dockyard cost £24 for 
adults, £14 for children and are valid all 
year long. For more details, see www. 
thedockyard.co.uk. 
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DISPLAY: The Red Arrows will join 
Spitfires, Hurricanes and Apache 
helicopters at the event which takes 
place on June 11. 


Festival of 
Flight all set 
for take-off 


With tough new safety regulations in place, 
following the Shoreham crash, organisers of 
Biggin Hill’s air show are gearing up for the 
biggest and bet yet. Chris Murphy reports. 


O RGANISERS of next 
month’s Festival of 
Flight air show in Big¬ 
gin Hill say they are 
expecting another 
sell-out crowd - the first since 
the Shoreham disaster last year. 

The crash in West Sussex, 
when a jet failed to pull out of a 
looping stunt and hit the A27 
near the airfield killing 11, 
sparked a major review into 
safety procedures in order to 
protect the safety of partici¬ 
pants, spectators and those liv¬ 
ing nearby. 

Among them were key re¬ 
quirements from the Civil Avia¬ 
tion Authority (CAA) that must 
be met to allow such events to 
take place. 

A spokesman for the Festival 
of Flight, which takes place on 
June 11 said: “We have reviewed 


all the new CAA rules and imple¬ 
mented them. 

“Risk assessments are on a 
higher level and have been inde¬ 
pendently reviewed and en¬ 
dorsed. Safety remains of para¬ 
mount importance.” 

And they added there were 
strict limits on the numbers 
who could attend and that there 
would be no tickets available on 
the gate on the day. 

The spokesman added: “The 
limit on spectator numbers is 
18,000. This is to ensure no 
over-crowding. Admission sales 
will close when this figure is 
reached and admission is by 
ticket only.” 

The event will showcase some 
of the big crowd pleasers, among 
them the Red Arrows, Hurri¬ 
cane, Spitfire, Lancaster, Chi¬ 
nook, an 


Apache helicopter and many 
more both in the air and on the 
ground. 

The organisers added: “We are 
planning some spectacular py¬ 
rotechnics to support certain 
items in the afternoon flying 
display from a company that has 
done work on the James Bond 
movies.” 

The Apache attack helicop¬ 
ter’s weapons load includes a 
rapid-fire gun, rockets and mis¬ 
siles. The 


pyrotechnics will be designed to 
add a high degree of realism to 
the simulated attack by the heli¬ 
copter using the 30mm gun, 
rocket strikes and a Hellfire 
missile launch. 

Organiser Colin Hitchins said: 
“We want the display to be as ex¬ 
citing and photogenic as possi¬ 
ble as it will be fully in context 
with what the Apache can 
achieve in its operational mili¬ 


tary role. 

“It is a hawkish-looking ma¬ 
chine, the best description is 
that it is a well-armed flying 
tank.” 

■ Admission tickets for the 
Festival of Flight are available 
on line at www.bhfof.com or 
phone the box office on 01689 
300 005. Gates open at 9.30am 
on June 11. 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


Elin Manahan Thomas will perform with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 


T HE Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra will be bring¬ 
ing their Last Night At 
The Proms concert to 
Dartford’s Orchard Thea¬ 
tre next month. 

The world-famous orchestra will 
be performing a number of 
classical favourites at the venue. 

These include a number of 
war-inspired pieces such as Cedar 
Walton’s Spitfire: Prelude and 
Fugue, The Dambuster’s March 
and A Nightingale Sang in 
Berkeley Square. 

The concert will also feature 
well-known pieces such as Edward 
Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance 
March No.l and his arrangement 
of Hubert Parry’s Jerusalem. 

As well as marking the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra’s 70th 
anniversary, this year also signifies 
the tenth anniversary of the first 


concert that they performed at the 
Dartford venue. 

The show will be presented and 
conducted by John Rigby. 

Mr Rigby has previously been 
the musical director of a number of 
West End shows including The 
King and I, Les Miserables, The 
Producers and Phantom of the 
Opera. 

The concert will also feature 
soprano Elin Manahan Thomas. 

Since releasing her first album 
- Eternal Light - with the Orches¬ 
tra of the Age of Enlightenment, 
she has performed in a number of 
prestigious concert and recital 
halls around the world. 

She also performed at the 
opening ceremony of the London 
Paralympics in 2012 - entertain¬ 
ing a worldwide television 
audience of more than a billion. 

And she said that she is looking 


forward to taking to the stage and 
performing in the Royal Philhar¬ 
monic Orchestra’s concert. 

She explained: “It’s always great 
fun. The fluffy dress, the rousing 
songs. My friends all know I sing 
lots of early music but they come to 
my Last Night concerts to hear me 
sing all the big songs and arias. 

“It’s great fun but I do take it 
seriously.” 

With many members of the 
audience knowing the music well 
and expecting a good performance, 
she says that she feels the need to 
do a good job. 

“There’s a real pressure to sing at 
your very best,” she said. 

“Part of me hopes people will just 
get carried away with the big tunes 
but I know they’ll be keen the 
performances meet their high 
expectations. I promise not to 
disappoint them.” 


She said that the orchestra 
offered her invaluable support 
during the performances. 

“The members of the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra are such 
capable and versatile musicians,” 
she explained. 

“They quickly tune into how you 
like to sing a certain piece, and 
support you. I’m looking forward, 
in particular, to singing Puccini’s 
0 mio babbino caro and Dvorak’s 
Song to the Moon with them.” 

The Last Night At The Proms 
concert will be taking place at the 
Orchard Theatre on June 5. 

The show will begin at 7.30pm, 
and tickets to the performance 
start at £15. 

For more details about the 
concert, or to book, you can visit 
www.orchardtheatre.co.uk or 
alternatively call the ticket office 
on 01322 220000. 


SOPRANO : Elin Manahan Thomas will be performing with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra in Dartford 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

and follow the simple instructions 


To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



Or Text... reply2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


Dates in YOUR regio 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


On-line dating is FREE to register, try it today 

visit. . www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company's access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


PAT, petite blonde lady, GSOH, 
young looking for her age, seeks 
genuine gent any age with 
GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422393 $ 

KATIE 35yrs, slender weli 

educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
RITA,, seeks a genuine male for 
friendship, days out, she’s very 
friendly, genuine and social, give 
her a call ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4224031 
KIM, 32yrs, attractive blonde 
lady seeks discreet gent for 
daytime distractions. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3006 Box 421657 
MERRY, widow, dark hair, kind 
and caring, hoping to meet a 
kind gent for friendship, possibly 
more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422339 0 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

BARBARA, is a caring lady who 
seeks a man to care for, she will 
do anything to make you happy. 
Just give her a call today. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422411 | 

ANGELA, 53, African origin, 
looking for a kind, genuine, 
caring gentleman, 60 years +. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421039 

KIND lady, 50s, been broken 
hearted, seeks kind, genuine 
man for caring relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 


LUCY first time advertiser, 
32yrs, tall slim blonde airline 
worker, seeks discreet gent, any 
status for casual fling. 
Looks/age unimportant. Tel: 
0906 515 3026 Box: 420237 
50YRS, old attractive lady. 
Sheila, caring honest, seeks 
discreet gent ACA Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4224691 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

GENUINE, GSH, attractive, 
outgoing professional female, 
55. Enjoys keeping fit, 
socialising and travel, WLTM 
similar male for relationship. 
Text only Mailbox: 5453851 


pretty, from South Africa, young 
fifties, seeking a sincere, retired 
gentleman, who resides close to 
the sea. Text only Mailbox: 
5456242 

SINGLE late 60s female, n/s, 
GSOH, likes going out and being 
active, not fun on my own, seeking 
single male, 66-70, n/s, with 
GSOH, to share each others 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 421433 

MATURE lady early 80s, family 
orientated, likes dancing, holidays 
especially cruising, WLTM similar 
aged gentleman with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 421429 

ORIENTAL lady, honest, caring, 
loves walking, WLTM a reliable, 
sincere man for LTR. Text only 
Mailbox: 5443434 
FEMALE, young 58, 5ft2, size 14, 
blonde, bubbly, GSOH, warm, 
loving, kind and caring, loves 
music, animals, seaside, looking 
for that special someone. Text 
only Mailbox: 4715158 
GENUINE single female 49^ 

seeking good-natured, intelligent, 
polite, single male for 
friendship/relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox: 4198603 


attractive female, likes most things 
in life and a good laugh, looking for 
a similar male. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4722127 
HELEN, widow 58, medium build, 
5ft 4ins, blonde, GSOH, likes a 
chat, days out, looking to start 
again with someone of similar age. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
376243 $ 

FEMALE, 59 , GSOH, many 
interests, seeks caring male for fun 
friendship maybe more, genuine 
calls only. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4819793 

GORGEOUS flower, Ashford Kent, 
51, larger lady, large personality, 
easy going, seeks male who likes 
dogs, animals for relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417435| 

FEMALE easy going, kind, loving, 
genuine, romantic, car boots, 
gardening, seeking male with 
GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 4176031 


proud 4' 11" GSOH, N/S, likes 
walking etc Whistable area, seeks 
similar slim easy going male 60-70. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419081 

SUSIE fit, friendly, looking for 
someone to love and look after me, 
preferably, older, N/S male with 
own car. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 392537 

HAPPY young looking lady, 62, 
likes socialising, conversation, 
seeking nice man to share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 407383 

BLONDE female, 5ft 1 ins, size 12, 
likes meals out, drinks, nights in, 
walks, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 409025$ 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 5ft 
2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, GSOH, 
likes cooking, countryside, travel, 
days out, seeks easy going male, 
60-70. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:416349 $ 


HQ V 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box 421375 
MATURE lady early 80s, family 
orientated, likes dancing, 
holidays especially cruising, 
WLTM similar aged gentleman 
with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421427 
WENDY, mature, passionate 
ladylike divorcee seeks no 
strings casual friendship/fun with 
gent any age. Tel: 0906 515 
3034 Box 421605 
JO, mature understanding 
worldly Essex lady, seeks 
generous gent for regular fetish 
fantasy role-play, discretion 
assured. Text only Mailbox: 
5320299 


KIND, caring lady of African origin, 
living in UK for past 20 years, 
looking for a gentleman who is kind 
and caring, must have a GSOH. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421041 

SINGLE slim female, 68, n/s, 
GSOH, likes cooking, walking etc, 
seeks male, single, slim 65-70, n/s, 
with similar interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 420091 


Men Seeking 

mydate24 1 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


SLIM female GSOH, 5'3, Likes 
walking, pub lunches, days out, 
looking for soul mate, smart 
appearance, similar interests N/S 
GSOH, easy going. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4762600 


MALE, 54, shyish, looking for fun 
times with a lady, 60-70, with 
GSOH, status unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 422431 
BEN, kind caring gent, 37yrs, very 
tall and well built with curly black 
hair. Own home, good job, just 
missing a special lady. Text Only 
Box:4158248 

PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes eating/nights 
in/out seeks loving female for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404013 

PROFESSIONAL, romantic male, 
44, likes meals out, cinema, music, 
holidays, seeks female, 30-55 for 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:250195 


TIREDJF SEARCHING? LET LOVE FIND YOU! 



SENDING A TEXT! 


TEXT 


MATCH TO 89990 


before corBJ deois can be at-,..» 
to by reebeivice users No neeirjs csnbi 

space and do rot persnriel aerate to acuuc j__ 

H«to 3207720 7f30or Sri*- sniDOrtftirwle cc 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


MARION, early 70s, young at 
heart, GSOH, active, likes walking, 
gardening, meals out, travel, 
theatre and animals, looking for 
male friendship to share interests. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419657| 

CHANTELLE, 5ft3 light 
brown/blonde hair, blue eyes, like 
nights in/out, walks, animals, 
romance seeks honest guy. 
Littlehampton. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4923883 
MARIE, very lonely middle-aged 
woman, looking for a kind hearted 
older man, late 70s/early 80s for 
friendship/companionship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 418955 $ 
NICOLETTE 32 petite professional 
attractive black female looking for 
similar hardworking white male 
who like me loves life and is 
serious about finding a LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4155451 


CHRIS, from Folkestone, 71, 5ft9, 

widower, green eyes, lonely, n/s, 
OHAC, likes gardening, the coast, 
pubs, dining out, holidays, cruises, 
days out, WLTM similar lady to 
share interests, can travel. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 422375 
PAUL GSOH, 5ft 8ins, medium 
build, seeking Miss Right for LTR to 
put the spark back into life. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 391970 
MIKE, 64, outgoing person, enjoys 
life, likes sport, cricket, nice meals 
out, holidays, WLTM someone to 
share interests and quality time. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422329 

COLIN, 56, 6ft, medium build, 
clean and tidy with a tidy beard, I’m 
after some TLC with no strings 
adult fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422359 § 

SLIM, 5ft 6 white male WLTM 18 to 
42 year old lady for friendship. Text 
only Mailbox: 5441709 


HARLOW male, 40, kind, 
attractive, happy, considerate 
looking to meet slim female for 
LTR, children welcome. Text only 
Mailbox: 5468389 
FRIENDLY passionate male, 55, 
6ft, medium build, clean, discreet, 
lots of TLC to offer, seeks female 
for fun times. Canterbury Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 381222 
OUTGOING male, seeking 
attractive female, likes sports, 
music, cinema and nights out. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414793 

PAUL 48, 5ft 8ins, GSOH, likes 
music, cinema, seeks female for 
fun, friendship and LTR. Tunbridge 
Wells. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:371985 

MALE, 58, very outgoing, looking 
for attractive female, slim to 
medium build, for adult fun and 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 421883$ 

PAUL 52, seeks loving female for 
exciting times, meals out, 
weekends away, cosy nights in. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418077$ 

RETIRED, smart, 68 year old, 5ft5, 
I enjoy eating out, walking, holidays 
and golf, WLTM a slim, attractive 
lady, 60-68, for a loving, tender 
relationship, to enjoy these times 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 421853$ 

MALE, 55 looking for mature lady 
for outings and adult fun, easy 
going, GSOH, nice looking and a 
bit shy. Text only Mailbox: 
4922399 


NEIL, Looking to meet lady for 
fun, possible LTR with someone 
special, accom and travel 
w/Sussex, age/looks 

unimportant. Text only Mailbox: 
4435323 

WIDOWER 67, N/S, likes real 
ale, country music, gardening, 
DIY, seeks N/S female for lots of 
TLC. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 381143 

CHRIS widower, likes DIY, 
gardening, nights out, rock and 
roll, N/S, looking for LTR with 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410191 $ 

MALE, 6ft, slim, 67, divorced, 
retired, likes social drinks, meals 
out, nights in and all other, WLTM 
lady with similar interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421351 $ 

MATURE cross dressing guy, 
seeking lady willing to apply a full 
make over and give a manicure 
and pedicure. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 421341 
KEN 61, 6ft, slim, likes 
socialising, drinking, animals, 
countryside, seaside, meals out, 
seeks similar lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 333017 
SHY male seeks confident, 
strong willed lady, to take the lead 
for mutual fun, looks/age 
unimportant. ACA Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421223 
MALE, 50, 6ft 4ins, well built, 
divorced gent, looking to date 
calm and kind lovely lady. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

421195$ 

MALE, 54, looking for discreet 
lady, 60-70, for adult fun and a 
special friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421085 
BARRY, 50, 6ft, well-built, seeks 
lovely lady for good times, loving 
and enjoying life. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421047$ 
DAVE 64 solvent, working, not 
bad looking, would like to meet 
slim, fun to be with female, 50 to 
60, to get to know. Chelmsford 
area. Text only to Mailbox: 
4368820 

MALE 50, GSOH, looking for 
soul mate. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387485$ 



male looking for ^ 
discreet daytime 
kisses and cuddles 
with nice female. Kent 
and Sussex. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421601 $ 

FEMININE sensual female, slim- 
medium build wanted by slim, 
kind male for daytime meets, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414809 
JIM 45, slim 5'8, blue eyes, short 38, 
brown hair, very fit, would like to good- 
meet older lady for regular N S A looking, 
fun. East Sussex. Text only GSOH, 

Mailbox: 4529089 seeks 

lady, 35- 
55 for 
laughter and lots of 
fun. Kent/Sussex. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
369301 


CALM, kind and good company, 
male seeking a lovely lady for 
good times and fun and loving. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419733$ 

MATTHEW, five foot eleven, 
looking for a mature lady for 
discreet friendship and a few 
laughs. Dartford area. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

419469$ 


SIX 

foot 
guy, 
mature, 

looking for 

someone special to 
spend some quality time 
with. Please leave me a 
message I would love to hear 
from you! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 420163$ 


PROFESSIONAL gentleman, 
just retired, own house, likes 
holidays, reading, cinema, WLTM 
similar professional lady. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 420767 333911 

MALE, 60, medium build, gosh, 
seeks attractive female, under 
50, for no strings, discreet, 
daytime fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420621 $ 


NEVILLE 5ft 6ins, Caribbean, likes 
wine, nights in, seeks female to 
spend the rest of his life with. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 



Gay 
Seeking 


Then send to 

80098 

•EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 
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CLINT, 37, kind, caring, honest 
and WLTM someone of any age 
who is similar and looking for a 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 419951 $ 
HEALTHY 61 yr old male, N/S, 
medium build, likes France, 
cooking, gardening, seeks 
female, 50-60 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 286360 
ATTRACTIVE white gent, 48, 
56ft, romantic, easy going, 
GSOH, seeking young lady, 60- 
75 for quality discreet fun times. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410025 

BROWN eyed white mature, 
handsome male, seeking black 
female, 18-50 for discreet no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410377$ 
YOUNG 60yr old male, knows 
how to treat a lady, seeking 
special lady to spoil for LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417909$ 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


PETER, bi male, aged 68, 
inexperienced seeks bi male for 
fun and friendship. Text only 
Mailbox: 5459879 
MALE medium build, likes 
outdoors, DIY, seeking slim, N/S 
guy for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403267 
MATURE bi male seeks similar for 
fun and friendship. Text only 
Mailbox: 4641909 
EASYGOING guy 62^ likes 

outdoors, countryside, walks, 
seeks slim, N/S quiet guy for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
333477 

ALAN, 68, straight acting gay man, 
kind, caring with GSOH, likes 
sport, art and going on holidays, 
looking for another gay man. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421529$ 

ROBBIE, 54, reasonably fit, bi- 
curious, I'm very inexperienced 
and would like to meet a CD or TV 
preferably but not essential for a bit 
of fun. Kent area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421357$ 



Follow us 
on 

• 1 loc 
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Theatre hosts coaching course 
to help enhance students' skills 


Russell Kane in Margate 

COMEDIAN Russell Kane will 
be bringing his show - Right 
Man, Wrong Age - to the 
Theatre Royal Margate on 
November 30 at 7.30pm. 

To book, call the box office 
on 01843 292795. 




By Molly Kersey-Law 

molly.kersey-law@archant.co.uk 


T UNBRIDGE Wells’ As¬ 
sembly Hall Theatre has 
teamed up with AXA 
PPP healthcare to run a 
performance coaching 
course this summer. 

The course follows on from their 
first programme, which was 
launched last year. 

It will begin on July 14 and runs 
with 10 students. 

The students will take part in a 
practical day of active learning - 
entitled stage for life - which is de¬ 
signed to equip 16 and 17 year olds 
with key attributes to enhance 
their employability and life skills. 

Catherine Brunger, education 
manager at AXA PPP healthcare 
says: “At AXA PPP, we acknowl¬ 
edge the competitive and often 
tough world that young people are 
facing today and know how valua¬ 
ble support can be in helping them 
to prepare them for the future. 

“We are proud to be supporting 
this event in partnership with the 
Assembly Hall to offer local stu¬ 
dents a fantastic opportunity to 
develop key employability skills.” 
Led once again by arts engage¬ 


ment and communication consult¬ 
ant Jennifer Fordham and Kate 
Waugh, an experienced educator, 
students from St Richard’s Catho¬ 
lic College in East Sussex, Tun¬ 
bridge Wells Grammar School for 
Boys and Beacon Academy will re¬ 
ceive individual coaching over the 
course of the day, culminating in 
them giving short presentations 
on the Assembly Hall stage. 

Coaching will take place in 


small groups, consisting of one-to- 
one sessions using peer to-peer 
and professional feedback. 

Ms Fordham explained: “The 
14-19 Personal, Social and Health 
Education (PSHE) curriculum em¬ 
phasises the importance of work- 
related learning, yet schools often 
only have a finite amount of time 
to devote to these skills. 

“This training event aims to re¬ 
dress that by helping participants 


practise employability and team¬ 
working skills, as well as develop¬ 
ing flexibility and resilience.” 

Cheri Strudwick, marketing and 
development manager for the the¬ 
atre, added: “We are delighted to 
be hosting a second workshop 
with AXA PPP healthcare - the 
day really does equip students with 
essential skills and techniques for 
their further education, the work¬ 
place and for life.” 


Play exploring perception 


CONTEMPORARY play Captured will be 
performed at Canterbury’s Marlowe Studio on 
June 22 at 8pm. 

The show centres around Isaac and Sophie 
and deals with perception and reality. 

For more details, or to book tickets, you can 
visit www.marlowetheatre.com. 


Clary's comedy show 


COMEDIAN Julian Clary will 
bring his show, The Joy of 
Mincing, to Folkestone’s Leas 
Cliff Hall on June 30. 

For further details, or to 
book, you can visit www. 
atgtickets. com/folkestone. 



Play that explores words 

GYLES Brandreth will be discussing language 
in his show Word Power. 

The show will be making its way to the 
Gulbenkian in Canterbury on June 25. 

It will begin at 7.30pm and tickets start at £19. 
For further details, or to book, visit www. 
thegulbenkian.co.uk. 


Time to update 
your kitchen! 


With Kitchen Door Replacement transform your 
tired kitchen in just a few days from start to finish 
just by changing the doors and worktops. 

^ Huge choice of door styles and colours in any size. 

/ Worktops, Appliances, Sinks and Taps to complete your kitchen. 
/ Installed quickly and cleanly by our own local professional fitters. 
/ We also do Bedroom Wardrobes, Utility Rooms, and Studies. 

/ Senior Citizens Discount 
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The Dirty Dancing film hits 

A Night of Dirty Dancing will be 
performed on stage at the 
Woodville, Gravesend, on June 
15 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets range from £19 to £21 
Visit www.woodville.co.uk 
for further details. 



Long and Petrie perform 


COMEDIAN Josie Long and singer-songwriter 
Grace Petrie will be performing together at 
the Folkestone Quarterhouse on July 23. 

Ms Long will be presenting her latest 
stand-up material during the collaboration. 

The show starts at 7.30pm and tickets can 
be booked by calling 01303 760750. 


Dark Harold Pinter play 


HAROLD Pinter’s The Birthday 
Party will be performed at the 
Theatre Royal Margate. 

The show will take place on 
June 10 at 7.30pm. 

Visit www.theatreroyalmar- 
gate.com for more details. 



All the hits of Pink Floyd 


PINK Floyd tribute act Think Floyd will be 
performing a number of well-known hits at the 
Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone. 

The performance will be taking place on 
October 14 at 7.30pm. 

Visit www.atgtickets.com/folkestone to book. 


New weekend event to 
showcase motorcycles 



By Molly Kersey-Law 

moUy.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


A NEW weekend event 
will be showcasing 
classic motorcycles 
and vintage aircraft. 
The British 

Motorcycle Federation (BMF) has 
joined forces with Aero Bikesure 
and Headcorn Aerodrome to 
create the event - Merlins and 
Motorbikes. 

It will be running at Headcorn 
Aerodrome next month. 

An aerial display from The 
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight 
(BBMF) in two Spitfires will be 
taking place as well as ‘the great 
British bike off - a 1,200-metre 
drag race between a Vincent Black 
Shadow and the Aero Legends 
Spitfire TD314 MIC IX. 

There will be a chance to meet 
special guest Tom Ward from BSB 
Superstock 600. 

The event also features live 
music - with musicians such as 
Band of Gypsys lined up to 
perform, a selection of trade stalls, 
a bike jumble and family enter¬ 
tainment including a bouncy 
castle and funfair. 


A variety of food will be 
available and there will also be a 
‘best in show’ competition and 
several exhibitions to experience. 

Jim Freeman, chairman of the 
BMF, said that Merlins and 
Motorbikes is set to be a ‘special 
event’ for visitors. 

“We’re delighted to be working 
with Aero Legends and WWII 
Headcorn Aerodrome to launch 
this exciting debut event, which is 
set to attract thousands of visitors 
over the weekend,” he said. 

“The mix of classic motorcycles 


and vintage aircraft, combined 
with numerous other attractions, 
makes this a special event in the 
calendar,” he added. 

“What could be more evocative 
than the lazy, effortless, thunder of 
a Merlin-engined Spitfire over 
Kent?” 

Merlins and Motorbikes will be 
running in Headcorn from June 
11 to 12. Both weekend camping 
and day tickets are available, with 
discounts for BMF members. For 
more information or to book visit 
www.headcornevents.co.uk. 



EVENT: Merlins and Motorbikes 
will be at Headcorn Aerodrome 



AIRCRAFT: Tin aerial display 
from Spitfires will take place 


SUNDAY 5TH JUNE 2016 
NORMAN PARK, KENT 

A GREAT DAY OUT FOR ALL THE FAMILY 
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Classics 


classic . 

car mart 


Exhibitions 

l-^Autojumbles • Ttade stands 
Cars for sale • Clubs 
Restoration Projects • Live music 

MEET RACING LEGEND MBE DEREK BELL! 
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immys letting humble potato do the ta king 

Farmer Jimmy Doherty is championing the Jersey Royal, which he calls the ‘Champagne of potatoes’ 


H E might be known for his 
rare-breed pigs, but en¬ 
tomologist-turned-farm¬ 
er Jimmy Doherty’s latest 
initiative lets their veggie 
sidekick - the humble potato - do the 
talking. 

“The Jersey Royal is an iconic food 
item and something we should cele¬ 
brate,” the 40-year-old enthuses of 
his collaboration with the seasonal 
spud. “If the Italians or French had 
this, they would be going on about it 
all the time.” 

Since taking on a 100-acre farm 
more than 10 years ago, which was 
famously documented in BBC Two se¬ 
ries Jimmy’s Farm, Mr Doherty has 
made a name for himself in the world 
of TV, appearing in shows including 


Food Unwrapped and Jamie and Jim¬ 
my’s Friday Night Feast, with child¬ 
hood friend Jamie Oliver. 

Add to that three books and a 
number of free-range food products, 
and it stands to reason that he’s the 
ideal patron to champion the unique 
Jersey crop - or as he dubs it, “the 
Champagne of potatoes.” 

Available from April until the end 
of June, Jersey Royals’ Protected Des¬ 
ignation of Origin status means its 
five-generational farmers use 
130-year-old techniques to ensure 
their nutty flavour, creamy consist¬ 
ency and flaky skins. 

Delivered to supermarkets within 
48 hours of being gathered up, the 
TV foodie is also a firm believer 
that these potatoes - and other varie¬ 



PATRON : Jimmy Doherty is 
promoting the Jersey Royal 


ties - should be a diet staple. 

“We forget potatoes are full of vita¬ 
min C, antioxidants and fibre, and 
we’re moving to other carbohydrates 
like rice and pasta. We should go back 
to eating lots of potatoes. 

“It’s about portion control, that’s 
all,” he adds, in response to any spud 
critics, and the father-of-three prac¬ 
tises what he preaches at home. 

“The simplest way [to serve Jersey 
Royals] is freshly dug with butter, but 
I use them for my kids all the time as 
mini roast potatoes. 

“Rather than peeling and chop¬ 
ping, I just put them straight in the 
roaster and they love them.” 

“I wish we could emulate what Jer¬ 
sey does,” he continues. “ If all of the 
schools [across the UK] were excited 


by Jersey Royal season, and did little 
competitions where they grow the 
potatoes, it would show pride and re¬ 
spect for the environment.” 

It’s an ethos he looks to implement 
at Jimmy’s Farm, which today boasts 
a nature trail, butterfly house, award¬ 
winning restaurant, science and food 
festivals - and a zoo licence in the 
pipeline. 

When he’s not running the land, 
the star feels lucky to be dipping his 
toe in the world of showbiz - and even 
luckier, on occasion, to be doing so 
with good pal Mr Oliver. 

Next up, he’s pleased to be hosting 
a show that will see him travel to all 
corners of the globe, in search of peo¬ 
ple who’ve swapped the rat race for 
the wilderness. 


Tale of the 1968 strike 


Hit TV show recreated 


Rock and roll musical 


Tell Me On A Sunday 


A STAGE adaptation of the 2010 film 
Made in Dagenham will be performed 
at the Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone. 

The show tells the story of the Ford sewing 
machinists strike in 1968 and features songs 
such as Everybody Out. 

It will be running at the Maidstone venue 
from June 8 to 11, with performances at 
2.30pm and 7.30pm. 

Call 01622 758611 to book. 


| COMEDY show Graeme of Thrones 
will be performed at the Central 
Theatre, Chatham, on June 8. 

It tells the story of Graeme, who decides to 
recreate hit TV show Game of Thrones with 
the help of Paul and Bryony. 

The show starts at 8pm and tickets range 
from £16.50 to £18. 

For further details, or to book, you can visit 
www. tickets .medway.gov.uk. 


ROCK and roll musical The Rocky 
Horror Show will begin its run at 
Dartford’s Orchard Theatre next month. 

The show is directed by Christopher 
Luscombe and features songs such as Sweet 
Transvestite, Damn It Janet and Time Warp. 

It will be running from June 6 to 11, with 
performances at 6pm, 7.30pm and 9pm. 

For tickets, visit www.orchardtheatre.co.uk 
or call the ticket office on 01322 220000. 


JODIE Prenger will be starring in 
Andrew Lloyd Webber and Don Black’s 
classic musical Tell Me On A Sunday. 

The show will be performed on stage at 
the Churchill Theatre, Bromley, on June 8. 

The score includes the title song, Tell Me 
On A Sunday and the chart-topping Take 
That Look Off Your Face. 

Tickets range from £23.50 to £26.50. 

Call 020 3285 6000 to book. 






STATIC CARAVAN FOR SALE 

COMBE HAVEN - EAST SUSSEX 


2007 WILLERBY RICHMOND 
£12,500 inc 2016 site fees! 

Hastings, East Sussex, TN38 8BZ 
1 Hour from the M25 
Gym, Sauna, Jacuzzi, Sea Views, 
Indoor & Outdoor pool + loads more! 

Call OLLIE on 07745507851 

for more information 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 
01732 456196 • 07788878857 
email: sue.camichael @ btinternet.com 


If 

NEED A 

1 

¥ 

LOCAL 

FLORIST? 

Whatever you are looking for 
localsearch24.co.uk will help 
you find it 

localsearch .co.uk 

your trusted local directory 


Geo % 

YALDING ^ 

The family warmly 
welcome you to our pub. 

www.thegeorgeyalding.co.uk 

01622 814376 

Benover Road, Yalding, 
Maidstone ME18 6EJ 



Atmospheric family friendly pub, large garden for many 
uses including fishing facilities and live music. 


Outside barbecue area, hog roast also available 


OAP days Monday to Wednesday 12-8pm 
Sky & BT Sports • Sunday Roasts 


Live entertainment coming up: 


11th June Queens Official Birthday BBQ 
Also showing live football this summer 
BEER FESTIVAL COMING UP 18TH & 19TH JUNE 


B&K MASTERS & MIN 

All kinds of 
commercial and 
private fencing, 
landscaping and 
groundwork. 
Free estimate. 

For further details 



Contact us now! 

t: 01795 842242 | f: 01795 844306 
sales@b-kmastersandson.co.uk 


_ KITCHEN _ 

CANDY SHEPHERD^ 

designerltd 


SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY: 


• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 

• Bathrooms 


»ag| 


Fair Tnctef 


Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk 


Treat someone 


with a gift voucher from 

•^subscription 1 .ive 


Available m €5. 

£10, £25 and £50 
denominations. 

Subscription Save 
vouchers can be 
redeemed online 
for any magazine 
subscription or 
single product purchase. 

www.subscriptionsave 

.co.uk/giftvoucher 


'subscriptionsaveco.uk 




Brook Theai 
CHATHAM 

Tuesday 7th June 2016 • 7.30pm 

Office 01834 338338 *r** ,T *' tjjojticiigjsj 

Winter Gardens, MARGATE 
Wednesday 23rd November 2016 -730pm 

Bci Ofice: 01543 oto.wgaf.OTtergjrjenicn.ut 

J»« tof mt Mttnaif Man Mm IfcfWbLiAsm 
tor a AMtftri* «mM. 24« H ferwy 2017 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


We are delighted to announce the launch of the Kent Life and Kent on Sunday Food & Drink Awards 2016 


Kent Life 

&Kent on Sunday 

F00D&DrtNKAWARSl6 


Headline 

Sponsor 



ALARIS 


N ominations are now 

being invited for the 
2016 Kent Life and Kent 
onSunday Food & Drink 
Awards. The awards 
dinner will take place at Ashford 
International Hotel on October 17 
from 6.30pm to midnight. 

The prestigious awards, which 
launched in 2013, are designed to 
champion, highlight and offer a 
showcase to the great and the good 
of the region’s food and drink indus¬ 
try, including local producers and 
suppliers, small farming businesses, 
chefs, restaurants, pubs, cafes and 
hoteliers. 

All will be people who care about 
the countryside and the future of our 
local environment. 

The companies included will all be 
nominated by you, our Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday readers. 

We want to know if you’ve enjoyed 
a fantastic meal at your local pub or 
have been impressed by the produce 


and service at your neighbourhood 
farmers’ market or farm shop. 

The nomination form is available 
here and will be repeated. It is also 
available to complete online at 
kentfda.co.uk, where you can read 
more about the awards and see pic¬ 
tures of last year’s winners. 

Entries close on August 7. Our 
handpicked panel of high-profile 
judges who all live or work in Kent 
will then select a shortlist, starting 
the independent judging process 
where finalists will be visited or 
interviewed to determine a worthy 
winner in each category. 

All finalists will be invited to the 
prestigious awards ceremony, where 
they will enjoy a reception and 
three-course meal with wine before 
finding out if they are a winner. 

This is our fourth Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday Food & Drink 
Awards and we are immensely proud 
to be able to offer you once again the 
opportunity to reward and recognise 


the deserving businesses within our 
local food and drink industry that go 
above and beyond expectations. 

These awards are what you make 
of them so if you are the owner of a 
restaurant, a chef or local producer 
then spread the word among your 
clients, customers and visitors. 

It takes no time at all to make your 
nomination. You can email, post or 
nominate online. 

We are looking for quality over 
quantity, focusing on good com¬ 
ments rather than simply the 
number of nominations received, so 
everybody is in with a chance no 
matter how big or small their busi¬ 
ness. 

■ Don’t forget to let us know 
when you have made your rec¬ 
ommendation on our Twitter 
page @kentlife and 
@KOSMedia by using #kentfda 
- similarly, if you are looking 
for nominations, please use 
this hashtag 




Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Food & Drink 
Awards 2016 
Nomination Form 

Nominate your Kent food and drink 
favourites by using this form or email 
us at kentfda@archant.co.uk 

Please post your entry form to: 

Food & Drink Awards 2016. 

Archant Kent, 

Kent House, 81 Station Road, 

Ashford TN231PP 

Or you can email us at: 

kentfda@archant.co.uk 

Copies of the form and posters to 

advertise your entry are available_at 

www.kent-life.co.uk and at 
www.kentnews.co.uk. 

The closing date for entries is 
Sunday, August 7, 2016 

Name. 

Address. 


Email. 


By entering your details you will be 
automatically added to the Archant database, 
Archant will contact you with relevant offers 
and you can unsubscribe from this at any time. 
If you would prefer not to be contacted, please 
state ‘no offers’ on this form. 


Newcomer of the Year 

Independent food or drink retailer 
of the Year 

Sponsored by Illuminate Skin Clinic 

Who?. 

Cafe of the Year 

Sponsored by Clive Emson Land & Property 

auctioneers 

Who?. 

Sponsored by K Sports 

Who? 



Where?. 

Where?. 

Where 7 




Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Food Producer of the Year 

Sponsored by Motorline Maserati 

Who?. 

Drinks Producer of the Year 

Who?. 

Farm Shop of the Year 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Farmers 1 Market of the Year 

Pub of the Year 

Restaurant of the Year 

Sponsored by Perry's Chartered Accountants 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Eastwell Manor 

Who?. 

Sponsored by The Foxhunter Park 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Chef of the Year 

Customer Service of the Year 

Kent Food & Drink Hero of the Year 

Sponsored by the Canterbury Auction Galleries 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Fenwick Canterbury 

Who?. 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 

This popular 
category is 
open to anyone 
in the food and drink industry who has 
started a new venture within the last 
18 months. 

We want to know what impact they 
have made on the local community 
and if they have started to achieve 
any success further afield. 

Are they helping to promote Kent 
food and drink to a new audience or 
have they found a new way to pro¬ 
mote an old favourite? 

INDEPENDENT FOOD OR DRINK 
RETAILER OF THE YEAR 


This celebrates that 

, , , N k . special food or drink 
shop that we all 
treasure. 

The retailer who includes wonder¬ 
ful local produce in their offering and 
knows where all their stock comes 
from to make that special link be¬ 
tween field and plate. 

Our winner will have a special 
'must-have' range as well as making a 
real contribution to their local com¬ 
munity. 

Paying a visit to their shop will be a 
treat in itself. 

CAFE OF THE YEAR 

This category has changed 
from the previous Tea Shop 
of the Year to include places 
that also specialise in coffee! 
Tea and coffee shops are an 


< 


integral part of the Kent food and drink 
scene. Who makes the best tea and cof¬ 
fees, serves the nicest cakes and bis¬ 
cuits and the freshest scones? Are the 
sandwiches freshly cut and liberally 
filled? 

Most importantly, are most of the 
ingredients locally sourced? We look 


FOOD PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 

¥ 

MASliRAII 

IVIntnHinr 


This category cele¬ 
brates our local prod- 
cuers. 

We are looking for 
someone who consistently provides 
both top quality local produce and 
service to their customers. 

We are also keen to hear of any in¬ 
novations. 

If they're doing something new, 
we'd like to hear about it. 

So if your local baker, grocer or 
farmer delights then please let us 
know. 


DRINK PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 

This category celebrates our local 
drink producers. 

Whether it's gorgeous Kentish fizz 
or delicious juice, we want to find the 
producers who play such a vital role in 
the county's food and drink economy. 

We want to know who you think 
makes the best drink, alcoholic or not, 
in the county, and what it is that 
makes it so special. 

We are keen to hear of any innova¬ 
tions, so if they're doing something 
new, for example, introducing a fabu¬ 
lous new flavour, then we would like to 
all hear about it. 


FARM SHOP OF THE YEAR 

A good farm shop needs to have that 
extra-special something to tempt 
farmers away from their local super¬ 
markets. 

Are the staff friendly and knowl¬ 
edgeable, is the range of produce and 
the layout of an excellent standard, 
does your local farm shop offer a box 
scheme? 

Is most of the produce sold there 
grown or raised on that farm, or near¬ 
by and if not would the owner be able 
to tell you where it is from? 

Nominate your favourite farm shop 
now. 

FARMERS' MARKET OF THE YEAR 

The key to a good 
farmers' market 
Market is not only 
the range of pro¬ 
duce and the quality 
of its stalls but also the principles 
that it supports - for example, does it 
work as a co-operative with other 
farmers? Is most of the produce sold 
there grown or raised locally? Are the 
stallholders welcoming and knowl¬ 
edgeable? ? Let us know so we can 
tell everyone the best place to go. 

PUB OF THE YEAR 

^ A good pub these 

AgrfJtyjtMr I days has to offer 

more than a warm 

—-welcome and excel¬ 

lent ale. We're look¬ 
ing for an inn that also offers deli¬ 
cious locally-sourced food, fantastic 



customer service and real value for 
money. Pubs are genuinely the hub of 
their local community. 

If you know a great one, even if it 
isn't your local, let us all know. 


RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 


0 


The Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Restaurant of the 
Year needs to offer 
an incomparable 
dining experience, from the ambience 
to the service and most importantly 
the food. Is it locally sourced? Do 
they support local producers and are 
they recognised on the menu? Do 
they have local as well as internation¬ 
al wines and champagnes and can the 
staff tell you more if you ask? 


CHEF OF THE YEAR 

Irak 

Kent is bless- 
| ed with some 
outstanding 
chefs working in a fantastic array of 
restaurants. The Chef of the Year 
should be someone who has devoted 
him or herself to serving the best pos¬ 
sible food. They'll demonstrate tech¬ 
nical ability, use of seasonal ingredi¬ 
ents, presentation of the food and an 
understanding of how flavours work 
together. Above all, we are looking for 
passion - that magic ingredient that 
defines true greatness in the kitchen. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE OF THE YEAR 




Most of our awards 
recognise customer 


service in some form. This category 
celebrates this vital element for its 
own sake. 

Do you know a person, organisation 
or establishment that offers fabulous 
service that goes above and beyond 
what you expect? 

We all know excellent service when 
we have received it, now is your 
chance to get it recognised. If you 
know a person, company, producer, 
pub, shop or restaurant that is a 
delight to deal with, then let us know. 

KENT FOOD AND DRINK HERO OF 
THE YEAR 

Kent has a food and drink scene that 
is among the most vibrant in the UK - 
as you would expect from the Garden 
of England. 

As well as being blessed with some 
of the final local produce around, the 
county also has a variety of fantastic 
eateries located in local towns and 
villages. 

This category will be celebrating 
the individual who has made a posi¬ 
tive impact on the county's food or 
drink community. 

Do you know someone who goes 
the extra mile in order to help pro¬ 
mote Kent to a wider audience? 

Someone who has show that they 
are passionate about local produce 
throughout? 

Now is the chance for you to nomi¬ 
nate your very own Kent Food and 
Drink hero and give them the recogni¬ 
tion that they deserve. 

Get in contact with us and let us 
know who you think would be a worthy 
winner. 
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HOLIDAYS J 


POPULAR BREAKS 
AT BARGAIN PRICES 



COACH HOLIDAYS TO 


[UNBEATABLE 

IPRICtS! 


ki Jin: 


COSTA BRAVA 


JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER XMAS 


MONDAY & FRIDAY DEPARTURES 

CHILD PU([$ 

*™£b9 

ON OUR ALLOCATION ON ARRIVAL OFFERS! 


JO DAYS 7 NIGHTS 1 

SELF CATERING 

e149 

PER PERSON 

HALF BOARD 

11 

PER ADULT 

FULL BOARD 

1209 

PER ADULT 

ALL INCLUSIVE 

1224 

PER ADULT 




DEPARTURE SEPTEMBER 16 TH 2016 

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE ENQUIRE 


COACH HOLIDAYS 


Disneyland Paris fr. £199 

Benidorm fr. £394 

Salou fr. £244 

Lloret fr. £164 

Malfiraf fr. £144 

Santa Susanna fr. £144 

Pineda fr. £149 

Calella fr. £144 

Two in One Offer 
Spain plus a full day at 
Disneyland Paris fr. £243 

PRICES BASED ON A MINIMUM OF TWO PEOPLE SHARING. 
SPAIN: 6, 7,10,13,14, & 17 DAY DURATIONS AVAILABLE. 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE COACH TRAVEL AND CHANNEL CROSSING. 
FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE ENQUIRE 
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, FOR YOIK FRff BROOIUM TEL: D1443 844222 www.f@rriScoachholidafS.co.uk 




KENTISH 

— CEREMONY 


www.akentishcere 

The only official Kent County Council 
ceremonies magazine and website 


ISH 1 

NY — | 

'iony.com 



■l 


Are you getting married or planning a civil partnership? 

Request a FREE copy of A KENTISH CEREMONY MAGAZINE at 
www.akentishceremony.com or download the latest edition online. 
For all enquiries email kirsty.baker@archant.co.uk 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Turkey claims 
are insulting 


HARRIET Baldwin MP, economic 
secretary to the treasury described it 
as “the reddest of red herrings”, adding 
“the issue is not even on the table”. 

What was she talking about? 
Turkish accession into the EU of 
course. This is another of the scare 
tactics used by the Out campaign 
to obfuscate the argument. 

Turks have been living and 
working in the UK for decades. 
They have successful businesses 
here and are not the “murderers, 
thieves, cheats or terrorists” that 
Brexiteers make them out to be. In 
fact, they find this highly insulting 
as you or I would if you were 
described as such as a foreigner 
living in the EU, or anywhere else 
in the world. 

However, this is part of the arsenal 
that Brexiteers hope will sway the 
voting public to their side. They have 
lost the economic argument and all 
they have left are insults, hyperbole 
or half baked ideas. 

Marguerita Morton, 
Tunbridge Wells 

The truth? You 
can’t handle it 


I’M sorry if giving the facts people 
should know about the EU, offends 
Jim Turner’s delicate feelings! [KoS 
letters, last week]. 

It’s better than the vague 
apocalyptic assertions by David 
Cameron, that we shall have world 
war, lose £50,000 on our house 
prices, the stock market (in the 
process of being taken over by the 
German Boerse), will crash, etc etc. 

How ever do you make an 
argument if you don’t present the 
facts? How can you make a choice 
if you don’t have the facts? The 
bottom line is, do we want to hand 
control of our country to 27 others, 
with the resulting mayhem we’ve 
seen in Europe? 

Does Jim Turner have instruc¬ 
tions for his doctor, bank manager 
and so on, never to tell him the 
truth, because he can’t handle it 
and to hold back any bad news? 

Phil Granger, 
West Mailing 

Let’s stay in and 
campaign inside 

IN reply to Mr Granger [KoS letters, 
last week]; firstly I have little 
interest in the ever increasing 
hype, hysteria and opinion dressed 
up as fact spouted by both the 
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Getting out of EU is 
key to export boost 


REGARDING whether exiting 
the EU would leave the UK free to 
ban live animal exports, the 
answer appears obvious. 

The fact that a fine amounting 
to millions of pounds was 
imposed by the EU on Thanet 
District Council because they 
suspended (not banned) live 
exports after more than 40 sheep 
had to be destroyed, being too 
injured and unfit to travel, shows 
who holds the overall power. 

If we stay in Europe, then even 
if the 1847 harbour, docks and 
piers clauses Act were to be 
amended so ports could refuse to 
transport live animals for 
slaughter, would the EU still have 
the power to impose such huge 
fines again under the open 
borders and free trade policies? 

In addition, the Cameron 
government has shown little 
concern for any animal welfare 
or the 1847 act could have been 
amended without MP Craig 


official In and Out camps. 

I back staying in as most young 
people want to and, as he asks how 
to reform the EU, the Another 
Europe is Possible’ UK group and 
the Euro-wide ‘Democracy in 
Europe Movement 2015’ manifes¬ 
tos can be found via their websites. 

Both are already campaigning to 
reform the EU from the ground up 
for the benefit of all; rather than 
just the multi-national corpora¬ 
tions and their political allies. 

Thus I strongly suggest that we 
stay in and then help campaign, on 
a pan-European wide basis, and 
vote only for those parties who 


Mackinlay having to present his 
private member’s bill to amend it. 
All praise to him for doing so. 

Under the Treaty of Lisbon 
2006, farm animals are desig¬ 
nated as sentient beings, but as 
soon as they are to travel, they 
are considered to be mere 
agricultural produce. 

Therefore, so as not to breach 
the European free trading laws 
and movement of goods, 
continued efforts have been 
made by animal welfare groups 
for a maximum of eight hours to 
transport the animals. As it 
would be virtually impossible to 
do so within such a restricted 
time, this brutal and appalling 
trade would surely end. 

So far these pleas have been 
ignored by Europe. Therefore, 
unless it can be proved that 
staying in the EU will be benefi¬ 
cial for all animals and that live 
exports can be stopped, I shall 
more than likely be voting Brexit. 


fully or broadly back such propos¬ 
als so as to provide a solid mandate 
for change. 

Elsewhere it is he who bandies 
about the figures which both Jim 
Turner [KoS letters last week] and 
recently the Office of National 
Statistics criticise for their misuse 
by both sides, so I just point out 
that the UK ‘fee’ to the EU is one of 
the smallest of the UK’s overall 
annual spend of around £747 
billion. The largest amount is of 
course welfare of which pensions 
are nearly half; and when adding 
in the amounts we get back in 
funding grants and so on, the 


amount falls to currently around 
£154 million per week. 

Also, remember that there are 
about 2.2m Britons living and 
either working, or as pensioners in 
the EU, who may lose out if we 
leave; and on holidays to the EU 
there is the EHIC insurance card 
which entitles all to free treatment. 

On refugees we are all obligated 
as human beings, by UN Treaty, 
and on historic grounds as well to 
help; especially given our bogus 
Empire and the duplicitous Sykes/ 
Picot agreement in 1916 whereby 
Britain and France carved up the 
Mid-East after the First World War 
for our own ends and now we see 
some of the denoument. 

Finally, the problems caused by 
migration are basically the misuse of 
lax laws by some firms and is why the 
EU post working-time directive needs 
to be implemented in full to help 
redress this both here and across the 
EU; followed by the previously 
mentioned proposals above. 

Ray Duff, 

Fokestone 

Don’t say I got 
my facts wrong 

I MUST respond to Mike Eddy, 
Labour leader, Dover District 
Council [KoS letters, last week]. 

Apart from him party political 
sniping; I take exception to his 
implied criticism that I got my facts 
wrong. I recommend he study his 
own council’s motion on live 
exports which was passed with a 
very nearly unanimous vote. 

After spending time thoroughly 
examining the trade in numerous 
overview and scrutiny committee 
meetings, the council decided to 
lobby Government for legislative 
change. South Thanet MP Craig 
Mackinlay and the farming 
minister, George Eustice are now 
working towards achieving those 
very aims. 

It is scandalous Mr Eddy claims 
that if we leave the EU we “walk 
away” from animal welfare in 
transport legislation. 

Speaking to Mr Eustice on his visit 
to our group last week, he made it 
very clear he would replace the EU 
regulations with similar, improved 
UK regulations, and at the same time 
introduce improvements to existing 
UIC law. 

The change in legislation will 
always produce winners and losers 
and I promise you, Mr Eddy, that a 
leave vote will mean that just for 
once, the dumb animals suffering 
at the hands of callous transport¬ 
ers, over long distances, will be the 
winners. 

Reg Bell, 

Thanet Against Live Exports 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Sissinghurst 

by Greg Salmon, 


LEEDS CASTLE 

CLASSICAL 

CONCERT 


New Ash Green 


WIN GREAT TICKETS 
EVERY MONTH! 

IN February, March, April, May 
and June, if your picture appears 
on this page, you’ll be included in 
a monthly draw to win a pair of 
tickets to the Leeds Castle 
Classical Concert - one of the 
highlights of the year and which 
takes place on July 9. 

So send us your photographs 
today to be in with a chance! 


SUMMER 2016 


www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk,. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 



& 
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EASY WAYS TO ORDER: 


www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/LMM16X1C 8 0844 848 4223 quote lmmi6xic 


* WHERE YOU LIVE 

Discover the county's towns and villages 

* TOP PROPERTY 

All the best in the county 

* PART OF THE COMMUNITY 

Meet local people worth celebrating 

* OUT & ABOUT 

Pictures from social events 

* HOME STYLE 

Gardening and interiors inspiration 

Line&are open Sam/OOprai Iter Fri 8am 4pm Sat 8T calls to 0844 cost no more ton 5p/mm calls 
i • l " usually post more. HCs Savings are based Bg-piAvlFprice and Direct Debit is a UK 
only offer *After your first term print subscription rates continueata SA¥lllM©uf 35% every 6 months 
by Direct Debit Digital subscriptions continue at £17.99 by annual Direct Debit Please call +44 (G}18§8 > 
438840 for overseas delivery rates. Offer ends 31/12/16 


Each issue brings you great features on the 
people, places, food and drink, and events 
that make life in your local area special 


Try 6 issues for £6 by Direct 
Debit and SAVE up to 70%* 

Or subscribe by credit/debit card and get 
12 issues for £30.15 - SAVING 25% 


FANTASTIC SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


> 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 

info@gnvoyages.co.uk 

www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


3IABTA 






60s Party Break - 4-star 

Hinckley Island Hotel, Leics 

Friday, 5 August, 2016 - Quote HK8-K0S 

Join us for a private party break featuring 60s bands Union Gap and Edison 
Lighthouse at the 4-star Hinckley Island Hotel nestled in the heart of 
Leicestershire near Nuneaton and Market Bosworth. Relax in the hotel's indoor 
pool and fitness suite, the Triumph Sports Bar and Piazza Lounge Bar, or 
venture out to nearby attractions, before dinner and a fun-packed evening 
both nights. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts • Free use of leisure facilities 
• 2 nights sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, tea/coffee tray and free wifi • Free 
Parking 


Amsterdam to Bruges 

Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

19 September, 2016 • Quote: AB9-KOS 

Join us on our private charter of MPS Princess with great food and service and 
a fun and friendly atmosphere. We start in Amsterdam and have a full day and 
two evenings to explore before sailing to Kinderdijk, which has 19 windmills 
and a landscape straight from a Rembrandt masterpiece before heading for a 
harbour cruise in Rotterdam. Sailing into Belgium, we visit Antwerp - the 
diamond capital, and stunning architecture of Ghent before arriving in Bruges 
with a full day and two evenings to enjoy before returning to the UK. 
INCLUDED: Escorted return rail travel from London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet or 
return flights with luggage from a choice of UK airports - supp't may apply • 7 night 
cruise sharing a twin rear cabin on Main Deck - upgrades available • Beer, wine, & 
soft drinks served at lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar 

• Morning and afternoon coffee/tea • Buffet breakfasts and lunches • Dinner served 
at your table - 4 courses • Late night snacks • Captain's dinner - 5 courses 

• Entertainment • Transfers abroad • Services of our Cruise Director on board 


60s Party Break - stoke 

Rochford Hall, Lincolnshire 

22 Aug, 16 Oct, 6 Nov, 2016 - Quote: SR-DEXP 

Enjoy a 60s-themed party break at Stoke Rochford Hall in the heart of rural 
Lincolnshire near Grantham. This historic mansion is set in 28 acres of landscaped 
parkland with accommodation in the Stable Courtyard and Woodland Lodge 
annexe and entertainment in The Venue, all located in the grounds. Enjoy a 60s 
tribute act both nights - Dusty Springfield and Tom Jones. Over 40s only. Price is 
£129pp. 

Also available on 16 October with entertainment by Dave Grant (ex-Paper Lace) and 
a tribute to Dusty Springfield with Vicki Lambert; and 6 November with Simon Paul 
of Union Gap and 60s Song Book featuring Keith Slater. Price is £119pp 
INCLUDED: Entertainment • 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts • 2 nights sharing an en-suite 
bedroom with TV & tea/coffee tray • Free Parking 


Worthing Winter 
Warmer Party 2017 

Self Drive 

24 March, 2017* Quote: WG3-KOS 

Join us in Worthing for a Winter Warmer Party and enjoy £1 drinks and live 

entertainment every night. The Chatsworth is one of the finest hotels on the 
south coast, just a stone's throw from the sea and a short stroll to the town 
centre. The hotel's games room features two full size snooker tables, a pool 
table, table tennis, darts and even a skittle alley. All bedrooms are en-suite 
and a lift services all floors. 

INCLUDED: Happy Hour £1 drinks from 7pm to 11 pm both evenings - pint of house 
beer or small glass of wine • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts • Live nightly entertainment 
• 2 nights sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV & free wifi 
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MALI 



By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





ossovers makeover iooks gooa 

PREVIEW: Peugeot’s 2008 shows off a rarity - a facelift that makes a good car 
look a whole lot better than before... 


R ARELY are motoring facelifts 
completely successful. 

They vary from underwhelming to 
shocking - like a celeb who has 
overdone the plastic surgery. 

But Peugeot has got it just right for the 
revamped 2008 junior crossover, arriving soon. 

Essentially a compact and clever car that is 
nice to drive and with a unique selling point that 
I shall come to later, it just lacked something in 
style - no longer. 

It now gets the latest and more assertive 
Peugeot front end treatment and mid to high 
spec models acquire chunky wheel arch 
extensions and scuff plates to go with the pseudo 
off-roader styling. 

There’s even an ‘Ultimate Red’ colour option - 
pioneered on the brand’s 308GTi performance 
star and now giving a bit of attitude to the 2008 
- plus the sporty GT Line spec seen on several 
other Peugeots. 

Apart from the smart new grille, Peugeot has 
also added chic and shaped black and chrome 
headlamps and 3D LED rear lights, with the 
marque’s distinctive lion’s-claw motif. 

There wasn’t much wrong with the cabin: 
fitted out with high quality materials and 
generous stowage, and airy with or without 
a Peugeot signature Cielo panoramic roof, 


it is roomy for the size of car. 

The versatile rear cabin allows a 410-litre 
boot to transform swiftly to 1,400-litre load 
space, accessed across a low load sill of just 
60cm. 

But the 2008’s big plus from the start was the 
Grip Control super traction control, on engines 


above lOObhp. This delivers 4x4 style grip from 
the car’s front-wheel drive only layout: hmmm, 
yes, I was skeptical, until I went to the car’s 
original launch in 2013 and Peugeot asked me 
to drive up and down an indoor ski slope. 

It works, so I expect the latest 2008 versions 
to perform out of their facelifted skins too. 


NEW LOOK: The 

facelifted 2008 now 
has the style to go 
with its skills... 
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MOTORUNE LEXUS 

LEXUS HYBRID SHOW 

LAST FEW DAYS - MUST END TUESDAY 31 MAY 2016 

This is a great opportunity to find out more about the ground breaking technology currently available throughout the Lexus range as 
well as an opportunity to buy a new Lexus Hybrid model at a heavily subsidised price. 

WIN AN RX450H FOR A WEEK* 

Youll also be able to enter our Complimentary Prize Draw, with the chance to win _ - ^ \ _ __ 

a full weeks complimentary hire of a fantastic new Lexus RX 450h. - — 

We have the following unrepeatable offers available on new Lexus models when your car is ordered and proposed for finance by 
31 May and registered by 30 June 2016 on Lexus contract purchase with Lexus Financial Services. 



£4000 OFF I6.9& £4000 OFF 

REPRESENTATIVE 

FINANCE 


all new GS models 1 


all new RC models + 







«?. w 


-s a 


£3000 OFF 6.9 & 

.. KIW , , REPRESENTATIVE 

all new NX models 1 | FINANCE 


AO % 

O-T APR + 

REPRESENTATIVE 

FINANCE 



£2000 OFF 6.9 & 

.. , , REPRESENTATIVE 

all new RX models 1 FINANCE 


CONTACT THE SALES TEAM AT YOUR LOCAL LEXUS CENTRE FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ON ANY OF THESE FANTASTIC OFFERS. 

LEXUS CANTERBURY LEXUS TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Broad Oak Road, Canterbury CT2 7PX. Tel: 01227 388 585 Dowding Way, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY. Tel: 01892 598 870 

www.lexus.co.uk/canterburywww.lexus.co.uk/tunbridgewells 


Terms and conditions. fSavings and Representative Finance examples listed are only available on Lexus Connect (PCP), with deposit and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final Payment. Ordered and proposed for finance between 18 May 2016 and 31 May 2016, registered 
and financed by 30 June 2016 through Lexus Financial Services. Savings quoted are in the form of Finance Deposit Allowances from participating Lexus Centres only through Lexus Financial Services. Other finance offers available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. 
Terms and conditions apply. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status, over 18s. Lexus Centres are independent of Lexus Financial Services. Lexus Financial Services is a trading name of Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC. Registered Office: Great Burgh, Burgh 
Heath, Epsom, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. *Over 25 s only. Free weeks hire of a Lexus RX 450h model of our choice subject to availability and acceptance from our insurers. Winner will be notified before 30 June 2016. 
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Clio, 25 - and looking at her best 

A quarter century on and Renault’s supermini star looks and drives better than 
ever, while also delivering all-round practicality, writes Steve Loader... 



R ENAULT is currently 
celebrating the Clio’s 
25th birthday - and 
rightly so, as it’s been the 
French marque’s glamour 
girl and saviour several times over 
those years. 

Now in her fourth incarnation, the 
Clio is also at her best and most 
eye-catching. 

Indeed, the latest car’s arrival four 
years ago heralded a new corporate 
style that sparked a revival of sales 
and image for Renault. 

With a wide stance and the 
slim-waisted effect of the side feature 
sill - also effective on Renault’s 
Captur crossover - this supermini 
has a lean and sporty look whether 
it’s the £11,145 Expression entry 
model or a scorching Renaultsport 
performance flagship. 

And one would have to be a 
Philistine to moan about the lack of a 
racy three-door option, to comple¬ 
ment the one-size-fits-all five-door 
layout. 

This argument is helped by hidden 
rear door handles suggesting coupe 
rather than hatchback lines; “oh, 
that old trick” I hear you say, 
because it truly has been over-used 
-just look at the sad job done on the 
Honda HR-V - but it’s been nicely 


and properly applied on the Clio. 

Inside, there’s also a high level of 
spec and quality that eluded previous 
Clio generations, with a big intuitive 
touchscreen, though the factory-fit 
sat nav can sometimes grind teeth 
better than it finds routes. 

Lost or not though, the car is a joy 
to drive: performance models 


excepted, earlier Clios leaned - liter¬ 
ally - towards the supple French 
suspensions of old. 

But the latest car offers the best of 
both worlds, smothering bumps and 
bangs while managing a neat and 
tidy stance on bends rather than 
old-style door-handle cornering. 

So, allied with very little wind, 



engine and tyre intrusion into the 
cabin, this is a supermini that feels 
as comfortable and competent as 
cars from a bigger class. 

There are excellent engines to suit 
all too, including diesels, though I’m 
never sure these are right for 
superminis as it takes many miles to 
recoup a higher buying price, and 


Price: 

from £16,975 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Ford Fiesta 


there is greater wear and tear from 
the heavier engine - not to mention 
its effect on handling pleasure. 

I really liked the test car’s light and 
lively .9-litre engine petrol engine 
though. The 90bhp turbocharged 
three-cylinder unit revs well for 
sporty excursions - if a tad noisily 
- while claiming a combined mpg of 
around 60 if driven frugally. Low 
C02 emissions incur just £20 road 
tax after year one at current rates, 
and Renault’s is one of the better 
warranties - four years/100,000 
miles. 

And while the latest Clio is bigger 
than its predecessors, interior and 
boot space has increased too, 
allowing four adults to ride in 
comfort, while the 300-litre boot 
plus 1,146-litre ‘seats down’ total load 
space is amongst best in class. 



Tuscon S 1.6 GDi 

from £17,720 
£2,500 deposit 
£209.00 permontj^^ 


i20S1.2 

from £9,995 

£162 deposit 
£162.84 per month 


ilO S 1.0 

from £7,995 
£151 deposit 
£152.94 per month 


Tunbridge Wells Hyundai Medway Hyundai 

Unit 1, Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells Tn2 3UY London Road, Rainham Kent ME8 8PT 

01892 458311 01634 408408 


www.kenthyundai.co.uk 


FUEL COnSUMPTIOn MPG (L/100KM) FOR HYUnDAI RAnGE: URBAn 18.0 (15.7) - 80.7 3.5), EXTRA URBAn 32.8 (8.6) - 94.2 (3.0), COMBinED 25.2 (11.2) - 88.3 (3.2), C0 2 EMISSIONS 261 - 84G/KM. FUEL COnSUMPTIOn: FIGURES SHOWn ARE BASED 
On OFFICIAL EU TEST FIGURES. THESE ARE TO BE USED AS A GUIDE FOR COMPARATIVE PURPOSES AnD MAY nOT REFLECT ALL DRIVinG RESULTS. *2 YEARS FREE SERVICinG OnLY TO BE VALID AT TUnBRIDGE WELLS OR MEDWAY HYUnDAI. 

il 0 S 1.0, 42 monthly payments of £152.94, Customer deposit £151.00, Hyundai deposit contribution Total £151.00, Cash price of vehicle £7,995.00, Total amount of credit £6,423.48, Interest charges £1,286.73, Total amount payable £9,281.73, Optional final payment £2,707.25, Duration of agreement 42 months, Fixed rate of interest per year 
3.55% Mileage per annum 10,000 Representative 6.9% APR. New i20 S 1.2, 42 monthly payments of £162.84, Customer deposit £162.00, Hyundai manufactures deposit £1,000 , Total £1,162.00, Cash price of vehicle £9,995.00, Total amount of credit £8,833.00, Interest charges £1499.78, Total amount payable £11,494.78, Optional final 
payment £3493.50, Duration of agreement 42 months, Rate of interest % (fixed) 3.55% p.a. Estimated annual mileage 10,000. Excess mileage charge per mile 14.9p per mile 6.9% APR. Tucson 1.7 CRD1116PS Blue Drive, 42 Monthly payments of £209.00, Customer deposit of £2,500.00, Hyundai deposit contribution of £1,500, Total £4,000, 
Cash price of Vehicle £17,720.00, Total amount of credit £13,720.00, Interest charges £2,568.50, Total amount payable £20,288.50, Optional final payment £7,510.50, Duration of agreement 42 months, APR % 6.9% p.a, Excess mileage 14.9p, Estimated annual mileage. Terms and conditions apply. 
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i Kent on Sunday 



IN-PAPER • ONLINE 


co.uk 

ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



s 


AbUe* Court School 

“We grow people” 

Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, challenging and safe learning environment where pupils and staff 
efforts, work and achievement are celebrated. 

We are currently looking for a 

EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGIST 

to join and enhance our high calibre team on a 1 year 
Fixed Term Contract 

Soulbury scale - A range point 2-7 (£34,592 to £40,338) 

(term time only - pro rata) 

Abbey Court School is currently located on 2 sites; Rainham (Nursery and Primary) and Strood (Secondary and 
Further Education), and caters for pupils aged 3-19 with Severe Learning Difficulties. We are looking for an 
enthusiastic and experienced Educational Psychologist, with a professional and flexible approach. In essence, 
somebody with an interest in a special educational setting who is committed to applying interventions over 
time to enable pupils to achieve best possible outcomes. The post holder will be offered the opportunity to 
work as an applied psychologist, express their creativity, work holistically and demonstrate their strengths 
whilst undertaking a wide variety of tasks within the post. The role will require partnership working with pupils, 
parents, staff and other professionals. 

Working hours are 37.5 hours p/w, term time only. Candidates should be HCPC registered 
Educational Psychologists. The successful candidate will work as part of a multi-professional team at the 
school. Benefits include: Local Authority pension scheme, induction training, performance management 
programme and Continuous Professional Development. Visits to the school are welcomed. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, continuity and consistency of 
support is paramount and therefore candidates for all positions will need to commit to the full working hours 

of the post. 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and 
expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a 
satisfactory Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 26th May 2016 

For an application pack, or to make an appointment to visit, please contact Mrs Linda Taylor, Business 
Manager, Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 338236), stating the 
position for which you are applying. 

Please note CV’s will not be accepted. 


CANTERBURY: 28-29 MAY (also 17-18 SEPT) 
ROCHESTER: 11-12 JUNE (also 1-2 OCT) 
FOLKESTONE: 25-26 JUNE 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A 

PHLEBOTOMIST 



TWO DAY 
COURSE 

NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 
AWARD 

^ ACCREDITED QUALIFICATION 

** ALLIED HEALTHCARE 
CAREER PATH 

LIMITED PLACES 


For more info or to book online: 


oi5257i3377 www.geopace.com 


Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics 
Private Sector - Community - MOD - Overseas 


NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


« 

Gmmu 


PLEASE MENTION 
THIS NEWSPAPER 
WHEN REPLYING TO 
THESE ADVERTISEMENTS 


SHIFTS AVAILABLE FORA 
REALLY GOOD TEAM PLAYER 

people person with bar experience, 
you’ll inspire the team and work 
efficiently, deliver fantastic 
customer service and maximise 
sales opportunities. 

High volume bar or similar 
experience will be essential, 
together with real energy and an 
eye for detail. 


Please contact 1767fdgreeneking.co.uk 
or call 01732 840259 


AN EXPERIENCED 
BRANDED CHEF 

to prepare, cook and present our 
popular menu, as a key member of the 
kitchen team you’ll help ensure 
the safe, efficient running of the 
kitchens. You’ll need an adaptable, 
enthusiastic approach and the ability 
to work consistently to the highest 
food and hygiene standards. 

Great benefits and future development. 


Please contact 1767fdgreeneking.co.uk 
or call 01732 840259 


f BLUE SHIELD 

INSURANCE SERVICES LIMITED 

Part Time Office Assistant 

To work in a busy Insurance Office. 

Good telephone manner and computer literacy 
essential. 

Knowledge of Microsoft Office and Excel. 
Temporary position at the moment for 2-3 months 
Approx. 20 hours per week. 

Apply in writing to Mr B Garrard, 

Blue Shield Insurance Services Ltd, 

Prospect Road, Hythe CT21 5NS 
or email 

employment @ blueshieldinsurance.co.uk 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Notice is hereby given that Alfresco Events of 20 forest 
way, Kings Hill, West Mailing , Kent ME 19 4FW has 
applied to Tonbridge & Mailing Borough Council for the 
PROVISIONAL STATEMENT of An outdoor Exhibition 
or film From 12:00 to 23:59 on Friday 12th August 2016. 
for the premises Kings Hill Sports Park situated at 200 
Beacon Avenue, Kings Hill, Kent. ME19 4QP 
Any person wishing to submit representation about the 
proposals should make them in writing to: Licensing 
Services, Gibson Drive, Kings Hill, West Mailing, Kent 
ME 19 4LZ giving in detail the grounds of objection by 
21/06/2016 

It is an offence knowlingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application. The maximum 
fine for which a person is liable on summary of conviction 
for the offence is £5000. 


Be part of our successful team 

Media Sales office-based 
Part-time executive 

We are looking for a part-time office-based Sales Executive to work three days a week in our base in Ashford to find new customers 
for our publications in print and online as we continue to grow. 

We are looking for an ambitious person to join our successful sales team. Ideally, you will be an IT literate individual who is tasked and 
focused with a good eye for detail. You must be able to communicate well both verbally and in writing. 

With our excellent product training and our continuous development programme, we'll show you how to develop first class solutions 
for our customers, cultivate excellent business relationships and present effective and innovative ideas that will provide real value and 
response for our customers. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE: 

• A passion for publishing 

• An understanding of brand awareness and advertising solutions 

• The ability to produce and action effective ideas and promotions 

• Resilience and influential communication skills to overcome objections 

• The ability to secure new business 

In return we are offering up to £18k basic with bonus OTE potential of 8.4k. This would be paid on a pro rata basis for 3 days ie 
£10.8k and OTE potential of £5k. The benefits include five weeks annual leave, and a contributory pension and life assurance scheme 
(after qualifying period). A wide range of voluntary benefits include a cycle scheme, childcarevouchers, contributory private health 
scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 

If you think you have the talent we require, are ambitious, target driven and want to be part of our growth plans then we want 
to hear from you immediately. 

Field Sales Executive 

A new role has been created in Archant Kent for a sales executive to build, maintain and develop our relationships with our existing 
clients who advertise in Kent on Sunday, Kent Life both in print and online. 

Kent on Sunday is the award-winning county newspaper for Kent. It concentrates on the issues that matter to people in the county. 
Kent Life is the current Magazine of the Year for the county. It is the glossy paid-for lifestyle magazine that celebrates all that is great 
about living here. 

You will handle our existing customers’ accounts, reinforcing the benefits of longer term print and digital advertising in our titles as well 
as alerting them to new opportunities. 

With our excellent product training and our continuous development programme, we’ll show you how to develop first class solutions 
for our customers, cultivate 

excellent business relationships and present effective and innovative ideas that will provide real value and response for our customers. 
THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE: 


• A passion for publishing 

• An understanding of brand awareness and advertising solutions 

• The ability to produce and action effective ideas and promotions 

• Proven face-to-face B2B sales experience 

• Resilience and influential communication skills to overcome objections 

• The ability to secure new business and manage existing accounts 

• The self-motivation and organisation to work remotely 

• A full valid driving licence 


In return we are offering up to £23k basic with bonus OTE potential of £8.4k per annum as well as a company car, laptop and phone. 


If you think you have the talent we require, are ambitious, target driven and want to be part of our growth plans then we want 
to hear from you immediately. 


To find out more: 

www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 
or email: employment@archant.co.uk 


£Kent on Sunday 

KENT LIFE 


62 Week ending May 29,2016 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 


































Sport 

Denly hails team 
after mad month 



Cricket 


By Mark Pennell 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


MAY has been some month for Joe 
Denly. 

He started last week by recording 
a career-best 206 not out in Kent’s 
county championship clash with 
Northamptonshire and ended it with 
75 off 38 balls to help Spitfires’ win 
Friday’s T20 Blast opener against 
Somerset. 

Then, on Monday, the right-hand¬ 
er found himself unbeaten on 34 at 
Derby, but a phone call in the early 
hours of Tuesday suddenly turned 
Denly’s world upside down - his wife, 
Stacey, was about to go into labour 
with their first child. 

Having cleared his plans with 
Kent coach Jimmy Adams, Denly 
jumped in the car, but his return to 
East Kent was far from smooth. 

“It was a hectic journey back and I 
hit quite a bit if traffic. I was still two- 
and-a-half hours away when I got a 
call from the midwife, basically sug¬ 
gesting I hurry up.” 

Henry Joseph Denly - who was not 
expected until June - duly arrived 
just after 11.30am, but with his fa¬ 
ther still on the road. 

“That was the only disappointing 
thing,” he said. 

“I got a call from Stacey when I 
was about a mile away to say he’d 
just been delivered. I’d missed the 
birth by about 10 minutes. The Ml 
and M25 had got the better of me, 
but I was still delighted, over the 
moon.” 

The arrival capped an amazing 
fortnight for Denly who paid tribute 
to ninth-wicket partner Matt Hunn 


BUSY: Joe Denly has enjoyed some month 


for his help in seeing him through to 
the landmark in the Midlands. 

“I was only on about 130-140 
when our No9 Mitch Claydon ran 
past one from Monty Panesar to be 
stumped,” he said. 

“That meant I only had Matt and 
Imran Qayyum, who was on debut, 


to bat with. I wasn’t even thinking of 
200 then. 

“I farmed the strike after that, but 
overall Matt did a brilliant job for me, 
batting almost an hour for three, 
which enabled me to get to 199 until 
‘Hunny’ got out to the last ball of a 
Rob Keogh over.” 


Shakey ends on top in Brands Hatch thriller 


Superbike 


SHEPPEY’S Shane ‘Shakey’ Byrne 
has become the fifth different winner 
in the 2016 British Superbike Cham¬ 
pionship as the home hero claimed 
an emphatic victory at Brands Hatch. 

Leon Halsam was victorious in 
race one, but Byrne came out on top 
in the second race after a fierce fight 
to the finish with Richard Cooper. 

Luke Mossey and James Ellison got 
a lightning start off the line and the 
pair traded blows to hold the lead 
ahead of Cooper and Haslam. 

The Nissan GT-R Safety Car was 
deployed on the ninth lap when 
Michael Laverty suffered a technical 
problem with his Tyco BMW. 

Ellison held the lead and when the 
race resumed Cooper was pushing 



WINNER: Shane ‘Shakey’ Byrne 

him all the way as Ellison was forced 
to retire with a technical issue. 
Four-time champion Byrne though 


was ready to bounce back from his 
ninth place in race one and he was 
moving up the pack rapidly, deliver¬ 
ing a master class of moves at Clear¬ 
ways, leaving just Cooper ahead of 
him in his quest for his first win of the 
season. 

The Be Wiser Ducati rider left it un¬ 
til two laps remaining to make his 
move; completing the hat trick at 
Clearways to take the lead and hold 
off his rivals to the line. 

Cooper returned to the podium 
ahead of Haslam, who now leads by 
just three points ahead of Knockhill 
next month. 

Bridewell narrowly missed out on a 
double podium finish in fourth place 
with Dan Linfoot and Honda Racing 
completing the top five which 
represented as many different manu¬ 
facturers. 




MOVES: Bromley FC have released four players from their contracts 

Emmanuel future still 
unclear at Hayes Lane 


THE future of Bromley star striker 
Moses Emmanuel remains unclear 
following a major squad overhaul. 

Following the culmination of the 
National League campaign, where 
the Raves finished mid-table, Neil 
Smith announced that he would be 
keeping Adam Cunnington, Alan 
Julian, Alex Wall, Ali Fuseini, Ben 
Chorley, Ben May, Bradley Goldberg, 
Jack Holland Joe Anderson, Lee 


Minshull, Louis Dennis, Max Porter, 
Reece Prestedge, Rob Swaine and 
Ugo Udoji on the books at Hayes Lane 
ahead of the 16/17 season. 

Meanwhile, the likes of Adam 
Birchall, Aaron Tumwa, Paul 
Rodgers and Pierre Joseph-Dubois 
have all left the club, but Smith 
confirmed there is no news on top 
scorer Emmanuel, or teammate Sean 
Francis, at present. 


Willis departs to join Sri Lanka 


KENT Cricket Club have confirmed 
that one of its most senior coaches is 
to leave after more than two decades 
to join Sri Lanka. 

Simon Willis, a former wicketkeep¬ 
er-batsman, will leave the club later 
this month after 23 years’ service as 
player and coach for a new role as 
high performance manager. 

Willis has been a key figure in the 
prolific Kent Cricket Academy, 


established in 2003 after he 
represented the county’s first XI 
between 1993 and 1999. 

In more than a decade of coaching 
at Kent, Willis, 42, has helped to 
nurture six future England interna¬ 
tionals including Tammy Beaumont, 
Sam Billings, Joe Denly and Lydia 
Greenway among 25 players that 
went on to play senior cricket for the 
county. 


Greenhalgh to return 
to Gallagher Stadium 


MAIDSTONE United have announced 
midfielder Ben Greenhalgh is to return to 
the Gallagher Stadium after a season with 
Concord Rangers. 

The 24-year-old won a Ryman Premier 
championship medal with the Stones 
before opting to move to Concord - a club 
he had played for at the end of the 2012/13 
season. 

Jay Saunders had kept tabs on the 
midfielder - whose previous clubs include 
Welling United, Ebbsfleet United, Inver¬ 
ness Caledonian Thistle and Stenhouse- 
muir - during last season, where he made 
47 appearances and scored 18 goals. 

Heading the opposite way is Alex Akrofi, 
who will be joining the Beach Boys on loan 
at the start of next season. 

Fans’ favourite Matt Bodkin has also 
departed after making 92 appearances for 
the club, in which he enjoyed back-to-back 
promotions. 

Saunders said: “Decisions like this are 
never easy but I’m in no doubt that he’ll 

get plenty of offers in the coming days.” _ _ „„„„_ .... 

& TRANSFERS: Maidstone 


Sport Shorts 


» Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
or call Tom Pymanon 01233 653477 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport r Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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